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RESEARCH INTERESTS: Plant pathogens are very diverse and for a plant pathologist, it is crucial to 
have knowledge on how to differentiate different pathogens causing different diseases. This is the 
reason why Zennah is in love with plant diseases and their causative pathogens because by 
understanding the pathogens’ mechanisms of overcoming the resistance in crops, Zennah is in a 
position to come up with feasible management strategies for different diseases.  

Zennah’s proposed research at the University of Minnesota is to characterize resistance in wheat 
crop to Fusarium Head Blight and Stem Rust diseases. In Kenya, her research will also focus on race 
pathotyping of stem rust isolates.   

PERSONAL STATEMENT: Zennah’s future goal is to use her knowledge and experiences she has 
gained from the University of Minnesota to alleviate poverty in Kenya by working with research 
scientists in KALRO and/or agricultural research focused universities. Zennah will actively 
participate in screening for resistance against stem rust and Fusarium Head Blight diseases either in 
the greenhouse, field or use of molecular markers. The goal is to have resistant wheat varieties to 
both stem rust and Fusarium Head Blight released to farmers.  

 

Research Area:  Plant Pathology  



WHEN I AM NOT WORKING I ENJOY: Zennah likes to socialize. She gets along very well with 
different people having different personalities. When Zennah is around very young kids and very 
old men/women, she gets peace in her heart … they are her favorite company.  

Zennah loves hanging out with friends, either having lunch/dinner together, bicycle riding (during 
weekends when the weather is good) and swimming. When she is on long breaks, road trips are 
the best way to get out and explore. Curiosity drives Zennah out of her comfort zone, just to find 
out what’s going on in other places. When she’s indoors, listening to music as she dances is one of 
Zennah’s favorite activities. She also enjoys watching documentaries.  


