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About the webinar:
Advances in hydraulic fracturing and horizontal drilling in the Bakken region of North Dakota generated
numerous jobs attracting people from all over the United States. This rapid influx of people within a relatively
short period of time led to dramatic increase in demand for essential services, including education, law
enforcement, health care, and municipal and county services.
When the boom began in North Dakota, any type of available housing was secured by the oil industry as
workforce housing. Consequently, housing for essential service workers (such as teachers, law enforcement
personnel, medical professionals, etc.) needed in the region to meet the needs of a rapidly increasing population,
became a major challenge.
Essential services sectors in North Dakota adopted a variety of housing options to address the need for
employee housing. These include the use of mobile/trailer homes, the purchasing of homes when they become
available in the community, and construction of new multi-family homes.
This webinar will present study results that compared the housing conditions for essential service workers in
three oil-impacted communities in North Dakota (Belfield, Ray and Watford City) and three periphery
communities in South Dakota (Belle Fouche, Lemmon and Buffalo), to understand the housing challenges
presented by the boom and to examine the suitability of affordable housing mechanisms used in other regions.
Presented by:
Felix Fernando, Ph.D., Graduate research assistant for North Dakota State University.
Lynette Flage, Ph.D., The Center for Community Vitality Director and Community Vitality Specialist at North
Dakota State University Extension Service.
Anne Junod, M.S., Ph.D. student at South Dakota State University in Sociology.
Jeffrey Jacquet, Ph.D., Assistant Professor in the Department of Sociology and Rural Studies at South Dakota
State University.
******************************************************************************
Registration: There is no registration and no fee for attending this webinar.
To join the webinar go to http://ncrcrd.adobeconnect.com/ncrcrd, “enter as a guest” is by default already
chosen. Type your name into the text box provided, and click on “Enter Room”. You are now in the meeting
room for the webinar.
To facilitate Q&A’s, participants submit questions/comments via the Chat Function in Adobe Connect.
The webinar will be recorded and archived at http://ncrcrd.msu.edu/ncrcrd/chronological_archive.
To receive these announcements directly, or to correct errors in our distribution list, please email
soliz@anr.msu.edu.
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