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“…“…the Great Lakes cannot be considered healthy the Great Lakes cannot be considered healthy 
until this species and its natural diversity of forms until this species and its natural diversity of forms 

become selfbecome self--sustaining in each lakesustaining in each lake..””
GLFC Strategic Vision (2001)GLFC Strategic Vision (2001)



Lake Huron fall bottom trawl Lake Huron fall bottom trawl 
datasetdataset

•• 19761976--2007 2007 

•• Gear changed in 1992Gear changed in 1992

•• Survey conducted in Sept. 1992, 1993Survey conducted in Sept. 1992, 1993

•• No survey in 2000No survey in 2000

•• GoderichGoderich, Ontario added in 1998, Ontario added in 1998



LimitationsLimitations

•• Small sample sizesSmall sample sizes

•• U.S. waters onlyU.S. waters only

•• BiasBias



Lake trout fryLake trout fry
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Beam trawling on offshore reefs
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Large lake troutLarge lake trout
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R2 = 0.378
P = 0.0333
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SUMMARY

• Recent fry catches provide evidence of widespread 
natural reproduction by lake trout in Lake Huron

• Bottom trawl data suggest lake trout abundance 
decreasing in Lake Huron

• No evidence of trend in condition

• Some evidence of recruitment to older age classes
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