
Mary Beth (Lake) Graebert  
552 W. Circle Drive, Room 101A 

East Lansing, MI 48824 
Telephone: 517-353-5274 

Email: lakemary@msu.edu 

Education 
June 2002: M.S. Applied Economics, University of Minnesota, St. Paul, MN 

Courses: Econometrics, Environmental Economics, Water Quality Management, GIS 

May 1999: B.A. International Relations, Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI 
Honors College, Specialization: Environmental Economics 
Courses: Resource Economics, Resource Ecology, Environmental Security 

Honor and Award 
Outstanding Staff Member of the Year Award, College of Agriculture and Natural Resources, 
2018 

Employment Experience 
Jul 2019 - Present  Director of Finance and Human Resources, School of Planning, Design 

and Construction, Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI 
Oversee the day-to-day human resources and financial activities of the 
School, including processing hiring, leave, pay and termination paperwork 
for faculty and staff, as well as financial transactions on general, 
endowment, gift, revolving and grant accounts; Supervise staff team of 
five; Continue to co-lead the Michigan Hardest Hit Funds study. 

Mar 2016 - Jun 2019  Business Manager, School of Planning, Design and Construction, 
Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI 
Managed the day-to-day human resources and financial activities of the 
School; Processed hiring, leave, pay and termination paperwork for 
faculty and staff; Approved financial transactions on general, 
endowment, gift, revolving and grant accounts; Supervised staff team of 
five; Led the Michigan Blight Elimination study. 

Apr 2007 - Feb 2016  Associate Director for Programs & Operations, MSU Land Policy Institute 
(LPI), East Lansing, MI 
Assisted in developing new research & outreach projects; Conducted 
economic impact assessments, best practices analysis and surveys; 
Presented research to various academic and stakeholder groups; 
Managed day-to-day administrative functions; Coordinated the LPI 

mailto:lakemary@msu.edu
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Legislative Information Program and Annual Land & Prosperity Summit; 
Assisted in management of People and Land. 

Jul 2006 - Apr 2007  Associate Director for Program Development, MSU Land Policy Institute, 
East Lansing, MI 
Oversaw programmatic resources, staff, budget, grant and research 
activities on several projects; Assisted in management of People and Land 
(PAL); Developed projects into long-term programs. 

Apr 2005 - Jun 2006  Associate Director and PAL Program Manager, MSU Land Policy 
Program, East Lansing, MI 
Oversaw programmatic resources, staff, budget, grant and research 
activities; Assisted in management of People and Land (PAL); Managed 
coordination of research projects, initiatives, and grant program. 

Jan 2004 - Apr 2005  Research Program Coordinator, MSU Land Policy Program, East Lansing, 
MI 
Organized research and outreach projects related to land use policy; 
Supervised research staff, including graduate and undergraduate 
students. 

Apr 2003 - Oct 2003  Volunteer, Michigan Groundwater Stewardship Program, Ann Arbor, MI 
Provided educational opportunities regarding household groundwater 
protection through AmeriCorps program; Answered phone and assisted 
with customers at the Washtenaw County Conservation District office. 

Jun 2001 - May 2002  Research Assistant, University of Minnesota, St. Paul, MN 
Performed research tasks related to water markets and environmental 
economics; Edited papers for academic journals and assisted with 
conference organization. 

May 1999 - Nov 1999  Volunteer, Iowa Department of Natural Resources, Hamburg, IA 
Served on an AmeriCorps team at Waubonsie State Park; Conducted 
prairie restoration and erosion control activities; Recruited students from 
area high schools to the AmeriCorps program. 

Sep 1996 - May 1999  Student Supervisor, MSU Library Government Documents, East Lansing, 
MI 
Supervised student employees in preparation of monographs and 
periodicals, shelving, and database entry. 
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Professional Development 
• Citizen Planner Classroom-based Course Completion (2005)
• MSU Web Requisition Training (2005)
• MSU Accounting Procedures Course (2005)
• MSU Contract and Grant Training (2005)
• Access Database Design Overview (2006)
• MSU Administrative Data (2006)
• Access 2003 – Level 1 (2006)
• MSU Encouraging Manager Training (2007)
• MSU Performance Development Training (2007)
• MSU COMPASS (2007)
• MSU SEAS (2007)
• MSU AIS Webcredit (2007)
• Beyond the Negativity Trap (2007)
• Breaking Free from Stress (2008)
• SPSS Refresher (2012)
• Get Organized, Don’t Agonize (2012)
• Time Management (2012)
• Placemaking Instructor Training Module 1: People, Places and Placemaking (2013)
• Placemaking Instructor Training Module 2: Economics of Place (2013)
• Placemaking Instructor Training Module 3: Neighborhoods, Streets & Connections

(2013)
• New Supervisor Essentials (2014)
• Essential Skills for Leadership (2014)
• Sexual Harassment for Supervisors (2014)
• Gift Accounting (2016)
• Core Competencies for Supervisors (2016)
• Human Research Protection (latest 2015)
• I-9 Compliance Training (2016)
• Fee-for-Service & Service Centers (2016)
• Financial Conflict of Interest (2017)
• Unit Budget Planning (latest 2018)
• Faculty Raise Process (latest 2018)
• Controller’s Accounting & Payroll Forum (2018)
• CASHNet Store Setup (2018)
• Supervisor Strategies for Performance Planning (2019)
• Relationship Violence and Sexual Misconduct Training (latest 2019)
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Publications 
Cui, Yue, Mary Beth Graebert, Jason Cox, and Chang Xu. “Economic Impacts of Property 

Tax-Foreclosure Auctions in Ingham County, Michigan, 2007-2018.” Report to the 
Ingham County Treasurer’s Office. July 31, 2019. 

 
Miller, Steven R., Mary Beth Graebert, John T. Mann, Lauren Bretz, and Andrea Leschewski. 

“Michigan Renaissance Zone Study.” Report prepared for the Michigan Economic 
Development Corporation. January 14, 2016. 

 
Graebert, Mary Beth, Mohamed El-Gafy, Mark Wyckoff and Yue Cui. “Integrated Asset 

Management: Dealing with Neglected Infrastructure and Vacant Properties in 
Legacy Cities.” Michigan Applied Public Policy Research Papers Policy Brief. January 
5, 2016. 

 
Graebert, Mary Beth, Scott Witter, Patricia Crawford, Janet Lillie, Suchitra Webster, Lauren 

Bretz, and Robert Dalton. “Lansing-East Lansing Community Development Survey 
Results.” Report to the Michigan State University Office on Governmental Affairs. 
December 22, 2015. 

 
Graebert, Mary Beth, Mark Wyckoff, Lauren Bretz, and John Parcell. “Regional Prosperity 

Initiative: Regional Services Recommendations Report for Region 2.” Report 
prepared for Networks Northwest. December 3, 2015. 

 
Graebert, Mary Beth, Yue Cui, Huiqing Huang, and Lauren Bretz. “Economic Impacts of 

Property Tax-Foreclosure Auctions in Ingham County, Michigan.” Report to the 
Ingham County Treasurer’s Office. October 16, 2015. 

 
Graebert, Mary Beth. “East Lansing Park District: A Missed Opportunity for Placemaking?” 

Land Policy News. Land Policy Institute Biweekly E-Newsletter. November 21, 2014. 
 
Graebert, Mary Beth, and Steven Miller. “Economic Impacts of the Spectra Energy NEXUS 

Gas Transmission Project in Michigan: Greenfield Analysis.” Report to Spectra 
Energy. November 20, 2014. 

 
Graebert, Mary Beth, Mark Wyckoff and Lauren Bretz. “Northwest Michigan Seasonal 

Population Analysis.” Report to Networks Northwest. October 11, 2014. 
 
Graebert, Mary Beth, Benjamin Calnin, Tyler Borowy, Mark Wyckoff, John Warbach, Lauren 

Bretz, Brianna Acker, and Jonathan Dworin. “Rebuilding Prosperous Places in 
Michigan: Views and Values of Placemaking in Michigan, the Midwest and Nation.” 
Land Policy Institute Report Series. Full and summary reports. June 20, 2014. 
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Graebert, Mary Beth, Yue Cui, Steven Miller and Benjamin Calnin. “Economic Impacts of 
the Spectra Energy NEXUS Gas Transmission Project in Michigan.” Report to Spectra 
Energy. January 28, 2014. 

Graebert, Mary Beth. “The House that Generation Y Built: How Millennials Will Change the 
U.S. Housing Market.” Michigan Planner. September/October 2013. Vol. 17, No. 5. 

Graebert, Mary Beth. “Placemaking: Creating Quality Places Where People Want to Be.” 
Avenues to Affordability. Vol. 20, Issue 2. Fall 2013. 

Borowy, Tyler, Mary Beth Graebert, Benjamin Calnin and Brianna Acker. “Economic 
Impacts of the Ingham County Land Bank.” Land Policy Institute Report. August 19, 
2013. 

Adelaja, Adesoji, Tyler Borowy, Melissa Gibson, Benjamin Calnin, Mary Beth Graebert, John 
Warbach, Mark Wyckoff, Yohannes Hailu, Courtney Hurtt, Kimberly Rustem, and 
Jonathan Dworin. “Building Prosperous Places in Michigan: Understanding the 
Values of, Perceptions of and Barriers to Placemaking.” A Case Study of Three Cities: 
Lansing, Traverse City and Royal Oak. Land Policy Institute Report Series. March 30, 
2012. 

Borowy, Tyler, Benjamin Calnin, Melissa Gibson, and Mary Beth Graebert. “Michigan Tri-
County Agriculture: The Status, Conditions and Economic Impacts.” A Report on 
Clinton, Eaton and Ingham Counties. Land Policy Institute Report Series. August 31, 
2011. 

Adelaja, Adesoji, Manuel Colunga-Garcia, Melissa Gibson, and Mary Beth Graebert. 
“Emerging Public Preferences and the Sustainability of Farmland Preservation.” 
Book chapter in New Perspectives on Agri-environmental Policies: A 
Multidisciplinary and Transatlantic Approach. Eds. Stephan Goetz and Floor 
Brouwer. Routledge: London and New York. 2010. 

Adelaja, Adesoji, Manuel Colunga-Garcia, Melissa Gibson, and Mary Beth Lake. 
“Incorporating Market and Ecological Goals in Setting Farmland Preservation 
Targets.” Proceedings: Emerging Issues: Along Urban/Rural Interfaces II, Atlanta, 
GA. April 9-12, 2007. 

Adelaja, Adesoji and Mary Beth Lake. Farmland Preservation and Agricultural Viability in 
Michigan. Land Policy Institute Report Series. Report #2007-03. January 2007. 

Adelaja, Adesoji, Mary Beth Lake, Manuel Colunga-Garcia, Michael Hamm, James Bingen, Stuart 
Gage, and Martin Heller. Acreage and Funding Goals for Farmland Preservation in 
Michigan: Targeting Resiliency, Diversity and Flexibility. Land Policy Institute Report 
Series. Report #2006-1. March 2006. 
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Adelaja, Adesoji, Mary Beth Lake, and Paul Gottlieb. Commerce Centers in Michigan: Data and 
Analysis to Support Policy Decisions. In partnership with the Michigan Economic and 
Environmental Roundtable. Land Policy Institute Report Series. Report #2006-04. August 
2006. 

Adelaja, Adesoji, Mary Beth Lake, Patricia Harlow, Doug Roberts, Sr., and William Rustem. 
Alternative Funding Sources for Farmland Preservation in Michigan. Land Policy Institute 
Report Series. Report #2006-3. June 2006. 

Adelaja, Adesoji, Mary Beth Lake, Bill Rustem, and Kevin Sullivan. Equity Insurance and Equity 
Mortgage: Evaluating Two Potential Cost-Saving Farmland Preservation Tools for 
Michigan. Land Policy Institute Report Series. Report #2007-01. January 2007. 

Adelaja, Adesoji, Melissa Gibson, and Mary Beth Lake. “Capacity Building in Land Use and 
Land Policy”. Proceedings: Emerging Issues: Along Urban/Rural Interfaces II, Atlanta, 
GA. April 9-12, 2007. 

Adelaja, Adesoji, Chris Peterson, Mary Beth Lake, Cristin Popelier, and Bill Rustem. Enabling 
Innovation in Michigan Agriculture. Land Policy Institute Report Series. Report #2007-02. 
January 2007. 

Adelaja, Adesoji, Kevin Sullivan, and Mary Beth Lake. “Agricultural Viability at the Urban 
Fringe.” Emerging Issues along Urban-Rural Interfaces: Linking Science and Society. 
Conference Proceedings. Atlanta, Georgia. March 13-16, 2005. 

Adelaja, Adesoji, Yohannes Hailu, Rachel Kuntzsch, Mary Beth Lake, Max Fulkerson, Charles 
McKeown, Laila Racevskis, and Nigel Griswold. State Conservation Spending in the U.S.: 
A Political Economy Analysis. Land Policy Institute Report Series. Report #2007-08. 
November 2007. 

Lake, Mary Beth, and K. William Easter. “Hedonic Valuation of Proximity to Natural Areas and 
Farmland in Dakota County, Minnesota.” Staff Paper Series. Department of Applied 
Economics, University of Minnesota. October 2002. 

Lake, Mary Beth. “Hedonic Valuation of Proximity to Natural Areas and Farmland in Dakota 
County, Minnesota.” Master’s Thesis. Department of Applied Economics. University of 
Minnesota. June 2002. 

Murphy, Sophia, Ben Lilliston, and Mary Beth Lake. WTO Agreement on Agriculture: A Decade of 
Dumping. Publication No. 1. Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy, February 2005. 

Najafi, Mohammad, Rayman Mohamed, Abdelkader Tayebi, Soji Adelaja, Mary Beth Lake, Paul 
Gottlieb, and William Rustem. The Fiscal Impacts of Alternative Single Family Housing 
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Densities: Infrastructure Costs. Land Policy Institute Report Series. Report #2006-2. May 
2006. 

 
Najafi, Mohammad, Rayman Mohamed, Abdelkader Tayebi, Soji Adelaja, and Mary Beth 

Lake. “The Fiscal Impacts of Alternative Single-Family Housing Densities” Journal of 
Urban Planning and Development, March 2007. 

 
Ritchie, Mark, Sophia Murphy, and Mary Beth Lake. United States Dumping on World 

Agriculture Markets: February 2004 Update. Cancun Series Paper No. 1. Institute for 
Agriculture and Trade Policy, February 2004. 

 
Ritchie, Mark, Sophia Murphy, and Mary Beth Lake. United States Dumping on World 

Agricultural Markets. Cancun Series Paper No.1. Institute for Agriculture and Trade 
Policy, August 2003. 

 

Presentations 
Graebert, Mary Beth. “Regional Service Provision Recommendation Report.” Presentation at 

Networks Northwest Workshop. Land Policy Institute, Traverse City, MI. June 13, 2016. 
 
Graebert, Mary Beth. “The Why, How and Where of Missing Middle Housing.” Presentation at 

the Building Michigan Communities Conference, Michigan State Housing Development 
Authority (MSDHA). Land Policy Institute, Lansing, MI. May 5, 2016. 

 
Graebert, Mary Beth. “Northwest Michigan Seasonal Population Analysis and Regional Service 

Provision Recommendation Report.” Presentation at the Northwest Michigan Planner 
Forum. January 28, 2016. 

 
Graebert, Mary Beth and Eric Schertzing. “Economic Impacts of Property Tax-Foreclosure 

Auctions in Ingham County, Michigan.” Presentation at the Mid-Michigan Environmental 
Action Council Land Use Lunch. December 4, 2015. 

 
Graebert, Mary Beth. “Michigan WalkUP Wakeup Call.” Interview with Dan Gilmartin on 

Michigan Municipal League Monthly Radio Show. October 16, 2015. 
 
Graebert, Mary Beth. “Regional Service Provision Recommendation Report.” Presentation to 

the Michigan Interagency Placemaking Subcommittee. October 6, 2015. 
 
Graebert, Mary Beth and Robert Dalton. “Core Elements of a World Class City.” Presentation at 

the World Scientific and Engineering Academy and Society. September 20, 2015. 
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Graebert, Mary Beth, Christopher Leinberger and Patrick Lynch. “WalkUP Wakeup Call: 
Michigan Metros.” Presentation at the “Living in Kalamazoo: What’s the Demand?” 
workshop. July 29, 2015. 

 
Graebert, Mary Beth. “Michigan WalkUP Wakeup Call.” Interview with Mark Bashore on WKAR 

Current State. July 1, 2015. 
 
Graebert, Mary Beth. “Integrated Asset Management: Dealing with Neglected 

Infrastructure and Vacant Properties in Legacy Cities.” Presentation at the 
Conference on Innovations in Collaborative Modeling. East Lansing, MI. June 4, 
2015. 

 
Graebert, Mary Beth. “Rebuilding Lansing Neighborhoods: Economic Impacts of Vacant 

Land Disposition Effects.” Session at the Innovative Governance in Large Urban 
Systems Executive Masters Course. April 17, 2015. 

 
Graebert, Mary Beth. “Mid-Michigan Program for Greater Sustainability: Support from Michigan 

State University.” Presentation at the Mid-Michigan Grantee Graduation from the U.S. 
Housing & Urban Development Sustainable Communities Program. January 22, 2015. 

 
Graebert, Mary Beth. “Northwest Michigan Seasonal Population Analysis.” Virtual presentation 

prepared for the Networks Northwest Board. October 16, 2014. 
 
Graebert, Mary Beth. “Greater Lansing Next: A Plan for Regional Prosperity.” Presentation to 

the Lansing Tri-County Regional Economic Partnership (LTREP). June 19, 2014. 
 
Graebert, Mary Beth. “Top Ten Grant Writing Strategies for Communities.” Presentation to the 

AFL-CIO. January 15, 2014. 
 
Graebert, Mary Beth. “Placemaking: What the Market Wants.” Presentation at the Urban Land 

Institute & University of Michigan Real Estate Forum. Lansing, MI. November 20, 2013. 
 
Graebert, Mary Beth. “Placemaking in Michigan: What, Why and How.” Michigan State 

University Urban & Regional Planning Class Guest Lecture. October 14, 2013. 
 
Graebert, Mary Beth. “The Impact of Placemaking Attributes on Home Prices in the Midwest 

United States.” Virtual presentation at the 2013 Conference on the Constructed 
Environment. Lisbon, Portugal. October 4-5, 2013. 

 
Graebert, Mary Beth and Raluca Antonie. “Rebuilding Prosperous Places in Michigan: 

Preliminary Results from Placemaking Surveys & Valuation Study.” Presentation at the 
Romania-America Conference. September 16, 2013. 
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Graebert, Mary Beth and Stephen Gasteyer. “Connecting Research to Practice: The Latest 
Progress in Vacant Property Research.” Workshop session facilitators. 2013 Reclaiming 
Vacant Properties Conference. September 9-11, 2013. 

 
Graebert, Mary Beth and Jeff Burdick. “Economic Impacts of the Ingham County Land Bank 

(2006-2012).” Presentation at study release event. Lansing, MI. August 22, 2013. 
 
Graebert, Mary Beth. “Rebuilding Lansing Neighborhoods: Economic Impacts of the Ingham 

County Land Bank.” Presentation to the MSU Extension Government & Public Policy 
Team. June 3, 2013. 

 
Graebert, Mary Beth. “Rebuilding Prosperous Places in Michigan: Preliminary Results from 

Placemaking Surveys & Valuation Study.” Presentation at the 2013 Building Michigan 
Communities Conference. Lansing, MI. May 1, 2013. 

 
Graebert, Mary Beth. “What People Want: Analysis from National Placemaking and Midwest 

Cities Surveys.” Legislative Forum Panel Presentation. January 22, 2013. 
 
Graebert, Mary Beth, and Julie Powers. “Building Prosperous Places: Engaging All Populations in 

Building, Rebuilding and Sustaining Strong Communities.” Presentation at the Michigan 
Department of Civil Rights Fair Housing Conference. November 5, 2012. 

 
Graebert, Mary Beth. “Building Prosperous Places in Michigan: Understanding Placemaking 

Values, Perceptions and Barriers.” Presentation at the Michigan Association of Realtors 
Convention. October 3, 2012. 

 
Graebert, Mary Beth. “Mid-Michigan Program for Greater Sustainability: Support from Michigan 

State University.” HUD-EPA-DOT Sustainability Forum. Chicago, June 5-6, 2012. 
 
Graebert, Mary Beth. “Top Ten Grant Writing Strategies for Communities.” Webinar to the 

Creating Entrepreneurial Communities Teams. May 16, 2012. 
 
Graebert, Mary Beth. “Building Prosperous Places in Michigan: Understanding Placemaking 

Values, Perceptions and Barriers.” Presentation to MSU Real Estate Class. April 25, 2012. 
 
Graebert, Mary Beth, Tyler Borowy and Benjamin Calnin. “Building Prosperous Places in 

Michigan: Understanding Placemaking Values, Perceptions and Barriers.” Webinar 
Presentation. November 30, 2011. 

 
Graebert, Mary Beth. “Building Places that Create Prosperity in Michigan.” Legislative Forum 

Panel Presentation. June 14, 2011. 
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Wyckoff, Mark, Adesoji Adelaja, Mary Beth Graebert, et al. “New Economy 101: Fundamentals 
of the New Economy.” Training delivered as part of the Land Policy Institute Michigan 
Prosperity Initiative. April 16 – June 18, 2010. 

 
Wyckoff, Mark, Adesoji Adelaja, Mary Beth Graebert, et al. “New Economy 201: Place-Based 

Regional Economic Planning.” Training delivered as part of the Land Policy Institute 
Michigan Prosperity Initiative. April 16 – June 18, 2010. 

 
Wyckoff, Mark, Adesoji Adelaja, Mary Beth Graebert, et al. “New Economy 301: Strategies to 

Bridge the Gap.” Training delivered as part of the Land Policy Institute Michigan 
Prosperity Initiative. April 16 – June 18, 2010. 

 
Graebert, Mary Beth, Benjamin Calnin, and Charles McKeown. “The Michigan Cropland Data 

Layer.” Webinar Presentation. June 9, 2010. 
 
Adelaja, Adesoji, Charles McKeown, Mark Wyckoff, and Mary Beth Lake. “Michigan’s Critical 

Assets: Where Your Region Can Fit into a Global Economy.” Presentation at the 
Michigan Townships Association District Meetings in Houghton, Escanaba, St. Ignace, 
and Port Huron, Michigan. May – September, 2008. 

 
Lake, Mary Beth and Adesoji Adelaja. “Local Farmland Preservation Funding Options.” 

Presentation at the Agricultural Preservation Program Training Seminar. Lansing, 
Michigan. July 15, 2008. 

 
Lake, Mary Beth. “Tapping Land Use Resources to Meet Strategic Growth Goals.” Presentation 

to the Great Lakes Leadership Academy. Traverse City, Michigan. February 21, 2008. 
 
Lake, Mary Beth and Adesoji Adelaja. “Strategic Preservation of Farmland Assets in Michigan.” 

Presentation to the Ann Arbor Greenbelt Commission. Ann Arbor, Michigan. November 
7, 2007. 

 
Lake, Mary Beth, Adesoji Adelaja, and Melissa Gibson. “Institutional Capacity Building: 

Partnerships for Change in Land Policy.” Presentation at the Hawaii International 
Conference on Social Sciences. Honolulu, Hawaii. May 31, 2007. 

 
Lake, Mary Beth, Adesoji Adelaja, Rachel Kuntzsch, Yohannes Hailu, Charles McKeown, Max 

Fulkerson, and Laila Racevskis. “Assessing the Economic Impact of Land Conservation in 
Michigan.” Presentation at the Hawaii International Conference on Social Sciences. 
Honolulu, Hawaii. June 1, 2007. 

 
Adelaja, Adesoji and Mary Beth Lake. “Farmland Preservation and Agricultural Viability in 

Michigan.” Presentation at the MSU Extension Conference, Bold Designs for a Better 
Michigan. Grand Rapids, Michigan. October 12, 2006. 
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Lake, Mary Beth and Laila Racevskis. “The Land Policy Institute and You.” Presentation to the 
Michigan State University Extension Land Use Area of Expertise Team. Annual Retreat. 
Rogers City, Michigan. September 20, 2006. 

 
Adelaja, Adesoji and Mary Beth Lake. “Farmland Preservation: Why Michigan, Why Now?” 

Presentation to the Michigan State University Extension, West Michigan County 
Extension Directors. Sidney, Michigan. July 14, 2006. 

 
Lake, Mary Beth. “Bringing Resources to the Table: What MSU Can Do for You.” Presentation at 

the People and Land Grantee Convening. Thompsonville, Michigan. June 20, 2006. 
 
Lake, Mary Beth. “Land Policy Educators Road Map.” Presentation at the Michigan State 

University Extension Land Policy Educator Orientation. Funded by People and Land. 
Lansing, Michigan. January 31, 2006. 

 
Lake, Mary Beth, and Adesoji Adelaja. “People and Land Phase III: Informing the Land Use 

Dialogue.” Presentation to the Michigan State University Fisheries & Wildlife 
Department Faculty. November 30, 2005. 

 
Lake, Mary Beth, and Adesoji Adelaja. “People and Land Phase III: Informing the Land Use 

Dialogue.” Presentation to the Michigan State University Forestry Department Faculty. 
October 7, 2005. 

 
Adelaja, Adesoji and Mary Beth Lake. “Montcalm County: Focus on Agriculture Resiliency.” 

Presentation to the Montcalm County Land Use Coalition. June 16, 2005. 
 
Lake, Mary Beth, and Adesoji Adelaja. “Enhancing Agriculture’s Long-term Performance: A Look 

at Farmland Preservation.” Presentation at the 2005 Michigan Land Use Summit. 
Lansing, Michigan. May 20, 2005. 

 
Lake, Mary Beth, and Adesoji Adelaja. “Agricultural Viability at the Urban Fringe.” Presentation 

at the Conference on Emerging Issues along Urban/Rural Interfaces: Linking Science and 
Society. Atlanta, Georgia. March 15, 2005. 

 
Lake, Mary Beth, and Adesoji Adelaja. “Elements of Agricultural Viability in Michigan.” 

Presentation at the Agricultural Resource Management Survey Training Program. 
Lansing, Michigan. February 8, 2005. 

 
Lake, Mary Beth, and Adesoji Adelaja. “Innovative Approaches to Farmland Preservation in 

Michigan.” Presented at Farming on the Edge, Annual Conference of the American 
Farmland Trust. Lexington, Kentucky. November 15-17, 2004. 
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Grants 
“Michigan Hard Hit Funds Impact Assessment” 
Michigan Homeowners Assistance Nonprofit Housing Corporation, 11/1/2018, approved, 
$318,132. PI: Yue Cui, Noah Durst, Holly Madill. Proposed Project Period: October 1, 2019 – 
December 31, 2020. 

“Michigan Blight Elimination Impact Assessment: Phase II” 
Michigan Homeowners Assistance Nonprofit Housing Corporation, 12/22/2016, approved, 
$159,822. PI: Mark Wyckoff, Holly Madill, Yue Cui. Proposed Project Period: January 1, 2017 – 
December 31, 2018. 

“Michigan Blight Elimination Impact Assessment” 
Michigan Homeowners Assistance Nonprofit Housing Corporation, 4/10/2015, approved, 
$124,918. PI: Mary Beth Graebert, Mark Wyckoff, Yue Cui. Proposed Project Period: July 1, 2015 
– December 31, 2016.

“MIplace Initiative Program Support” 
Michigan State Housing Development Authority, 11/3/2015, declined, $249,988, PI: Mark 
Wyckoff, Mary Beth Graebert, Wayne Beyea and Warren Rauhe, Proposed Project Period: 
January 1, 2016 - December 31, 2016. 

“Regional Services Recommendations Report for Region 2” 
Networks Northwest, 5/19/2015, approved, $19,982, PI: Mary Beth Graebert and Mark 
Wyckoff, Project Period: June 1, 2015 - December 31, 2015. 

“Michigan Blight Elimination Impact Assessment” 
Michigan Homeowner Assistance Nonprofit Housing Corporation, 4/10/2015, approved, 
$124,918, PI: Mary Beth Graebert, Mark Wyckoff and Yue Cui, Project Period: July 1, 2015 - 
December 31, 2016. 

“Great Lakes Stewardship Summit” 
Great Lakes Fishery Trust, 1/5/2015, declined, $63,761, PI: Mary Beth Graebert, Christine Geith 
and David Poulson, Proposed Project Period: April 1, 2015 – March 31, 2016 

"Creative Placemaking Tools" 
National Endowment for the Arts, 11/3/2014, declined, $15,504, PI: Mary Beth Graebert and 
Mark Wyckoff, Proposed Project Period: June 1, 2015 - May 31, 2016 

"Understanding the Job and Economic Impacts of a Proposed Spectra Energy Natural Gas 
Pipeline in Michigan" 
Spectra Energy Corporation, 10/3/2014, approved, $9,687, PI: Mary Beth Graebert and Steven 
Miller, Project period: October 1, 2014 - November 30, 2014 
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“Integrated Asset Management: Dealing with Neglected Infrastructure and Vacant Property in 
Legacy Cities” 
Michigan State University Institute for Public Policy and Social Research, 9/30/2014, approved, 
$15,000, PI: Mary Beth Graebert, Mohamed El-Gafy and Mark Wyckoff, Project period: 
December 1, 2014 – November 30, 2015 
 
"Renaissance Zone Program Study" 
Michigan Economic Development Corporation, 9/30/2014, approved, $74,412, PI: Steven 
Miller, Mary Beth Graebert and John Mann, Proposed Project Period: May 27, 2015 – 
November 27, 2015 
 
"Promoting Walkable and Bicycle Friendly Communities” 
Public Policy Associates (direct), U.S. Housing and Urban Development (prime), 9/18/2014, 
declined, $50,242, PI: Mary Beth Graebert and Mark Wyckoff 
 
"Walkable Urban Places in Michigan Metros" 
Michigan State Housing Development Authority, 9/5/2014, approved, $205,000, PI: Mark 
Wyckoff, Mary Beth Graebert and Yue Cui, Proposed Project Period: September 1, 2014 - May 
31, 2015 
 
"Understanding the Economic Impact of the Ingham County Tax Auction Sales" 
Ingham County Treasurer’s Office, 8/21/2014, approved, $36,169, PI: Mary Beth Graebert and 
Yue Cui, Project Period: August 1, 2014 – December 31, 2014 
 
“Michigan Solar Market Pathways” 
Clean Energy Coalition (direct), U.S. Department of Energy (prime), 7/11/2014, declined, PI: 
Mark Wyckoff and Mary Beth Graebert, Proposed Project Period: October 1, 2014 – September 
30, 2016 
 
"MIPLACE Initiative Program Support" 
Michigan State Housing Development Authority, 7/1/2014, approved, $750,000, PI: Mark 
Wyckoff, Mary Beth Graebert, Wayne Beyea and Warren Rauhe, Project Period: October 2, 
2014 - December 31, 2015 
 
“Convergence in Urban Sustainability Planning (CUSP-SRN)” 
National Science Foundation, 4/29/2014, declined, $11,994,747, PI: Richard Foster, Madan Syal, 
Bruce Dale and John Warbach 
 
“Technical Assistance Provision to the Center for Community Progress” 
Center for Community Progress, 4/7/2014, approved to vendor pool, $261,309, PI: Mary Beth 
Graebert, Mark Wyckoff, Mark Wilson, April Allen, Mohamed El-Gafy, Laura Reese, Stephen 
Gasteyer, Sinem Korkmaz and Madan Syal 
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“Seasonal Population Study for Northwest Michigan” 
Northwest Michigan Council of Governments, 2/13/2014, approved, $24,992, PI: Mary Beth 
Graebert 

“Coastal Community Development Criteria, Guidance, and Standards” 
Michigan Economic Development Corporation, 2/6/2014, declined, $45,000, PI: John Warbach 

“USAID STARR ICQ: Evaluation, Research and Communications” 
Tetra Tech Inc., 10/23/2013, declined, $822,340, PI: Gerhardus Schultink, Charles McKeown, 
David Skole, Karen Vignare, Songqing Jin, Mary Beth Graebert, Steven Miller, Amirpouyan 
Nejadhashemi, Michael Smalligan, Jay Samek, Gwyn Shelle, Elizabeth Maxwell and Jen-Nien 
Yang 

“Water Infrastructure and Vacant Land Management in Legacy Cities: A Pilot Analysis in 
Saginaw, Michigan” 
MSU Discretionary Funding Initiative, 9/11/2013, declined, $3,900, PI: Mohamed El-Gafy, Mark 
Wyckoff, Eric Scorsone and Mary Beth Graebert 

“MI Place Initiative II Program” 
Michigan State Housing Development Authority, 8/5/2013, approved, $720,000, PI: Mary 
Wyckoff 

“Technical Assistance Vendor Request for Qualifications” 
Michigan State Housing Development Authority, 7/10/2012, pending, PI: Scott Witter, Mark 
Wyckoff, Mary Beth Graebert and John Warbach 

“Understanding the Job and Economic Impacts of a Proposed Spectra Energy Natural Gas 
Pipeline in Michigan and Ohio” 
Spectra Energy Corp, 7/17/2013, approved, $38,066, PI: Mary Beth Graebert and Benjamin 
Calnin 

“Assessing the Economic & Social Impacts of Land Bank Programs” 
MacArthur Foundation, 4/29/2013, declined, $216,420, PI: Mary Beth Graebert and Stephen 
Gasteyer 

“RCN-SEES:  Global Collaboration Network for Transdisciplinary Research on Legacy City 
Infrastructure Challenges” 
National Science Foundation, 3/4/2013, declined, $750,000, PI: Mark Wilson, Robert 
Richardson, Margaret Dewar, Dulcy Abraham and Shawn McElmurry 

“Technical Assistance Vendor Request for Qualifications” 
Michigan State Housing Development Authority, 7/17/2012, approved, PI: Mark Wyckoff, Mary 
Beth Graebert and John Warbach 
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“Water Infrastructure and Vacant Land Management in Legacy Cities” 
Water Environment Research Foundation, Pre-proposal, 7/12/2012, declined, $258,350, PI: 
Mohamed El-Gafy, Mark Wyckoff, Sinem Korkmaz, Janice Beecher and Mary Beth Graebert 
 
“Understanding the Economic and Social Benefits of the Ingham County Land Bank” 
Ingham County Land Bank Fast Track Authority, 7/5/2012, approved, $30,857, PI: Tyler Borowy 
and Mary Beth Graebert 
 
“MI Place Initiative Program Support” 
Michigan State Housing Development Authority, 6/27/2012, approved, $630,000 PI: Mark 
Wyckoff 
 
“Education to Support MI-Place Partnership Initiative” 
Michigan State Housing Development Authority, 6/25/2012, approved, $79,501, PI: Mark 
Wyckoff 
 
“Implication Integrated to Advanced Fuel Market” 
U.S. Department of Energy. 6/18/2012, declined, $47,637, PI: Benjamin Calnin, Mary Beth 
Graebert and William Knudson 
 
“Enhancing Partnerships: Flint & Shiawassee River Watersheds” 
Environmental Protection Agency, 5/24/2012, approved, $299,674, PI: Mark Wyckoff 
 
“Proposed Mission and Vision for a Refocused Land Policy Institute” 
Albert Ratner, 3/15/2012, pending, PI: Scott Witter, Mark Wyckoff, Mary Beth Graebert 
 
“Water Infrastructure and Vacant Land Management in Legacy Cities” 
Water Environment Research Foundation, 3/6/2012, declined, $198,653, PI: Mohamed El-Gafy, 
Mark Wyckoff, Sinem Korkmaz, Janice Beecher and Mary Beth Graebert 
 
“City of Pittsburgh Placemaking Value Study” 
Colcom Foundation, 12/21/2012, declined, $20,000 PI: Mark Wyckoff, Mary Beth Graebert 
 
“Mid-Michigan Program for Greater Sustainability” 
U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development, 10/6/2011, approved, $3,000,000 
($500,050 for MSU), PI: Mark Wyckoff, Rex LaMore, Suk-Kyung Kim, Wayne Beyea, Paul 
Nieratko, Mary Beth Graebert 
 
“Northeast Michigan Regional Plan for Sustainable Development” 
U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development, 10/6/2011, declined, $3,000,000, PI: Mark 
Wyckoff, Rex LaMore, Barb Fails, Madan Syal and Mary Beth Graebert 
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“City of Lansing Form-Based Code Initiative” 
U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development, 9/16/2011, declined, $500,000, PI: Mark 
Wyckoff 

“Sustainable Communities Capacity Building Grant” 
U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development and U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
7/8/2011, declined, $599,572, PI: Mark Wyckoff, John Warbach, Rex LaMore and John 
Schweitzer 

“Building Prosperous Places: Placemaking Strategies for Prosperity in Michigan Cities” 
Michigan Association of Realtors and the Michigan State Housing Development Authority, 
awarded, $200,000, PI: Mark Wyckoff 

“The Tri-County Improved Regional Effort for Sustainability” 
U.S. Housing and Urban Development Sustainable Communities Planning Program, 8/23/2010, 
declined, PI: Dr. Soji Adelaja & Tri-County Regional Planning Commission 

“A Cool Corridor:  A Model for Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduction Strategies” 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 8/2/2010, declined, PI: Dr. Adesoji Adelaja 

“Michigan Prosperity Initiative” 
Michigan Department of Energy, Labor and Economic Growth, 6/14/2010, awarded, $200,000, 
PI: Dr. Adesoji Adelaja & Mark Wyckoff 

“Michigan Prosperity Initiative” 
Michigan Economic Development Corporation, 6/14/2010, awarded, $50,000, PI: Dr. Adesoji 
Adelaja & Mark Wyckoff 

“Building New Places that Create Prosperity in Michigan” 
Michigan Association of Realtors and the National Association of Realtors Ira Gribin Workforce 
Housing Grant Program, 5/17/2010, awarded, $75,000, PI: Dr. Adesoji Adelaja & Yohannes Hailu 

“Saginaw Bay/Lake Huron Land Policy Project” 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 1/29/2010, awarded, $399,287, PI: Dr. Adesoji Adelaja & 
Mark Wyckoff 

“Regional Planning for Agriculture Economic Development in Mid-Michigan” 
Project GREEEN, 1/5/2010, awarded, $32,000, PI: Susan Pigg & Steve Miller 

“Building New Places that Create Prosperity” 
MSU Office of the Vice President for Graduate Studies, 10/14/2009 and 12/3/2009, declined, PI: 
Dr. Adesoji Adelaja 
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“Place, Place Performance & Prosperity” 
National Science Foundation, 9/1/2009, declined, PI: Dr. Yohannes Hailu, Dr. Adesoji Adelaja, 
Dr. Pennie Foster-Fishman, Dr. Scott Loveridge, Dr. Mark Wilson, and Dr. Mark Skidmore 

“Greenhouse Gas Reduction Guidebook for Community Land Use Planning” 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 7/27/2009, declined, PI: Dr. Adesoji Adelaja, Mark 
Wyckoff, and Wayne Beyea 

“Place for New Americans” 
W.K. Kellogg Foundation, 6/29/2009, declined, PI: Denyse Ferguson (Lansing Economic Area 
Partnership) 

“Decision Support for Viticulture in Michigan” 
Michigan Grape & Wine Industry Council, 5/13/2009, awarded, $11,000, PI: Dr. Yohannes Hailu, 
Charles McKeown, and Alexandra Kravchenko 

“Michigan Cropland Data Layer Consortium” 
Project GREEEN, 1/5/2009, awarded, $25,000, PI: Dr. Adesoji Adelaja, David Kleweno, Charles 
McKeown, Michael Brewer, and Jon Bartholic 

“Asset-Based Economic Development Strategy for the Greater Lansing Region” 
Lansing Economic Area Partnership Foundation, 11/26/2008, awarded, $85,000, PI: Dr. Adesoji 
Adelaja 

“People and Land Phase III Supplemental: Strategic Research, Outreach and Community 
Capacity Building in Land Use in Michigan” 
W.K. Kellogg Foundation, 3/30/2007, awarded, $5,962,266, PI: Dr. Adesoji Adelaja & William 
Rustem 

“Land Use Summit Prosperity Team Grants for 2007” 
Frey Foundation, 1/25/2007, awarded, $10,000, PI: Dr. Adesoji Adelaja 

“People and Land Phase III Bridge: Strategic Research, Outreach and Community Capacity 
Building in Michigan” 
W.K. Kellogg Foundation, 1/25/2007, awarded, $397,815, PI: Dr. Adesoji Adelaja & William 
Rustem 

“Natural Resources Valuation Project” 
Americana Foundation, 9/26/2006, awarded, $15,000, PI: Dr. Adesoji Adelaja & Dr. Laila 
Racevskis 

“Expanding Farmland Preservation through Innovative Funding Mechanisms: Using Equity 
Insurance to Maximize Farmer Benefits” 
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, 3/28/2005, declined, PI: Dr. Adesoji Adelaja 
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“People and Land Cluster: Phase III” 
W.K. Kellogg Foundation, 1/25/2005, awarded, $5,900,000, PI: Dr. Adesoji Adelaja and William 
Rustem 

Certificates 
Master Citizen Planner. Michigan State University Extension. June 22, 2006. 

Committee Service 
• Greater Lansing Regional Prosperity Initiative Leadership Committee (2014-2016)
• Sense of Place Council Creative Placemaking Subcommittee, Co-Chair (2013-2016)
• Michigan State University Academic Specialist Advisory Committee (2011-2016; vice

chair 2014-15, chair, 2015-16)
• Built Environment Showcase Planning Committee (2012-2014)
• Michigan Land & Prosperity Summit Planning Committee (2004-2012)
• People and Land Workgroup (2005-2010)
• People and Land Grant Review Committee (2005 & 2008)
• Citizen Planner Advisory Committee (2008-2009)
• MSU Extension Land Use Area of Expertise Team (2007-2009)
• Michigan Economic and Environmental Roundtable (2004-2005)

Advising 
Katherine Ann Calabra. Master’s Thesis Committee. Urban and Regional Planning, School of 
Planning, Design and Construction, Michigan State University. Defense date: December 12, 
2014. 
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