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Executive Summary

Watertown Township, working with a group of six Michigan State University students, drafted
this Parks and Recreation Plan. It is intended to serve as a guide for parkland development over
the next five years and beyond. Several steps were followed in order to create this plan. First, a
public input process was conducted by engaging Township residents in a visioning session, as
well as referencing a previously conducted survey. From this input process, goals and objectives
were formulated, which represent the recreational needs and wants of the Township. Finally,
these goals and objectives were used to create an Action Program.

An Action Program outlines the proposed methods to be used to reach the goals. The Action
Program in the Plan has been divided into two portions, the short-term and the long-term
recommendations. The short-term recommendations could possibly be accomplished in the five
year life span of the Plan. They include, but are not limited to:

® Facility accessibility
® Community awareness initiatives
® Facility maintenance

The long-term recommendations are more future oriented, and their implementation may occur
after the five year life of the Plan. These recommendations include:

® Suggestions for future recreational land uses
® Plans for pedestrian connectivity

It should be noted that the two portions of the Action Program serve as recommendations and can
be altered to fit the circumstances and needs of the Township at the time of implementation.

The creation of this Plan was in keeping with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources Guidelines
for the Development of Community Park, Recreation, Open Space, and Greenway Plans. These guidelines
outline the preferred methods and industry standards, which can be found in the Supporting
Materials section. They help to create a successful parks and recreation plan; one that achieves
the goals set by the Township. It is anticipated that this Plan will serve as a useful tool in the
development of park and recreation facilities.

» Watertown Charter Township
Parks and Recreation Master Plan 2008-2013 Page 6




Chapter 1.
Introduction

1.1: Purpose of the Parks and Recreation Plan

Watertown Township adopted a Community Recreation Plan in 2000 to guide the Township’s
development of recreational facilities and programs forits residents. Thisnew Parks and Recreation
Plan updates the 2000 document and takes it a step forward by laying out a detailed plan of how
facilities can be updated and added in a manner consistent with the goals and aspirations of the
residents. A parks and recreation plan is important for several reasons, including the following:

® Allows for regional partners to have an understanding of the community’s desires
when constructing relevant policy

® Provides the Township Board of Trustees with a list of recreational priorities and
lays out a platform for their implementation

® Gives residents a picture of what the community desires and a guideline for
future design

“®» Watertown Charter Township
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1.2: Benefits of Parks and Recreation

The following section outlines the possible personal, social, environmental, and economic benefits
of parks and recreation. These benefits should be kept in mind when implementing the Goals and
Objectives (Chapter 2) set forth in this Plan.

Personal Health Benefits

® Studies indicate that a strong relationship exists between the use of public recreation
facilities and the overall length of an individual’s life, even when considering other relevant
factors. (American Planning Association, 2003)

® Prevention of a sedentary lifestyle is both a societal and economic concern. The large
external cost of this increasing trend is one that can serve as a distinct rationale for the
promotion of a healthy leisure lifestyle. (Iso-Ahola, et al., 2001)

® Evidence taken from psychological and physiological studies suggests that natural settings
often have a therapeutic effect on their users. (Crompton, 2003)

® Interaction with natural environments may lead to an improvement in the conditions of
children and teens with behavioral disorders. (American Planning Association, 2003)

® The benefits of play are often maximized by access to stimulating equipment and materials.
(Sawyers, 1994)

Social Benefits

® Residents who live near natural spaces are more likely to interact with their neighbors on
aregular basis, thereby experiencing a greater connection to the community around them.
(American Planning Association, 2003)

® Access to public recreational facilities has been linked to reduced juvenile crimes. (Sherer,
2004)

Environmental Benefits

® The presence of leisure activities generally tends to reflect positively on the overall quality
of life in the community. (Freysinger, 2001)
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Economic Benefits

® [nvestment in parks and open space does not typically carry the additional costs associated
with the expansion of commercial and residential development. Traffic congestion, noise,
crime, pollution, and changes in community character are not seen due to parks and
recreation development. (Crompton, 2003)

® In deciding on a location, businesses and people often focus on factors directly related to
the benefits of parks and recreation. (Crompton, 2003)

® There exists a strong correlation between park proximity and property values when
such areas are well maintained and are deemed sufficiently safe and secure for public use.
(Crompton, 2003)

® [t has been demonstrated that the average net cost of maintaining parks and open space is
less than the average net cost of providing services and maintenance to areas of residential
development. (Crompton, 2003)

This Plan is a guide for the preservation and future development of the recreational facilities of
Watertown Township. While this document serves a specific purpose, it is anticipated that it
can be used in combination with other plans to ensure a high standard of living for both current
and future residents.

Slide at Heritage Park
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1.3: Description of the Planning Process

Watertown Township contracted with the Michigan State University Urban and Regional
Planning Practicum Team to analyze the Township’s parks and recreation system and conduct an
update of the parks and recreation plan. Below is a summary of the process through which this
Plan was created.

I: Community Profile- In the early stages of the planning process, a community profile was
created to ensure that the available facilities match the needs of Watertown Township residents.
The analysis is based on a socioeconomic profile, as well as the physical characteristics of the
Township.

2: Recreation Inventory- An extensive inventory was taken of the existing parks and recreation
facilities, including factors such as condition, accessibility, and overall aesthetics. Looking Glass
Valley Park, Heritage Park, and the Wallace F. Watt Community Center were closely examined
and documented with photographs. Recommendations will be made based partly on this
inventory.

3: Public Participation- One of the main goals of Watertown Township is the creation of
recreation facilities that will be utilized by its residents. Keeping this in mind, an extensive
public input process was carried out. A survey was conducted in October 2007, and feedback
was received from 458 residents. Valuable information regarding the perception of the parks and
recreation system was gained. The Watertown Township Parks and Recreation Committee was
a valuable consultation resource; many of the committee members have lived in the community
for 30 years or more. Open dialogue with this committee was maintained throughout the draft
process, as well as a visioning session on January 22, 2008, and an additional update on March 10,
2008. Additional input was received from the Board of Trustees. Once the draft copy of this Plan
was complete, it was made available for both public comment and input.

4: Goals and Objectives- Based on the input received from the Township, a detailed list of
goals and objectives was assembled. It serves as an outline of resident priorities, as well as broad
methods of reaching them. The Goals and Objectives serve as a guideline for the Plan, specifically,
the recommendations contained in the Action Program (Chapter 3).
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5: Action Program- The recommendations received from residents are organized into short-term
and long-term phases for which to complete park and facility updates and additions. Examples of
these include Barrier-Free Accessibility, Township Awareness, and Future Land Possibilities and
Acquisitions.

6: Plan Adoption- In order for the Plan to be adopted, it was approved by the Township Board of
Trustees. A public hearing was held to present the Plan to Watertown Township residents and
receive any additional feedback. The Plan was made available for public review one month prior
to adoption.

Parks and Recreation Committee and MSU Practicum Team meeting, March 10th, 2008.
From left to right, Front row: Janice Thelen (Treasurer), Ann Ruggiero, Stacey Fedewa,
Jack Huntoon (PR), Neil Henne. Back row: Christopher Andrews, Scott Pitera, Patrick
Andrews, Troy Font (PR), Dale Westrick (PR).
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Chapter 2:
Goals and Objectives

This chapter serves as the basis for this Plan, in particular the Action Program (Chapter 3). The
goals and objectives set forth in this Plan are based on input from the Watertown Township
Parks and Recreation Committee and resident input received from a survey conducted in October
2007. Additionally, consideration was given to the Michigan Department of Natural Resources
Guidelines for the Development of Community Park, Recreation, Open Space, and Greenway Plans.

1. Goal: Develop local knowledge of existing park facilities that will promote the Watertown
Township Parks and Recreation program, increasing Township involvement and
interaction while also providing knowledge about healthy activity options.

Objectives:
® Create an awareness program using the Township newsletter to promote the
Watertown Township Parks and Recreation system
® Improve signage for existing parks, including wayfinding and informational signs
® Improve entryway aesthetics for existing parks, thereby making drivers aware of
them
® Create parks and recreation information sign at Township Hall

2. Goal: Update and expand existing facilities to ensure a more desirable and accessible park
system, increasing the overall use of Watertown Township parks, while also promoting
safety and minimal maintenance.

Objectives:
® Install adequate lighting to ensure security and safety of park users, including
children and aging adults
® Build feasible, low-maintenance playground equipment that is durable and
resistant to vandalism
® Install active outdoor facilities directed towards seniors
® Renovate, maintain, and improve existing facilities
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3. Goal: Utilize Township owned parcels to meet recreational needs, attracting local and
regional residents to the area and increasing recreational activity, which may add to the
quality of life of Watertown Township.

Objectives:
® Development of 125.5 acre area near Interstate-69 into a recreational facility
providing conceptual plans for future facilities
® Development of a small parcel into a mini-park
® Emphasize low-maintenance, multi-use, year-round facilities
® Create “Parkland” zoning

4. Goal: Make parks ADA-compliant and more accessible for those with disabilities to allow
increased access to Township parks.

Objectives:

® Build wheelchair accessible pathways throughout Heritage Park, Looking Glass
Valley Park and any other new park facilities

® Place adequate benches, drinking fountains, and lighting along new pathways

® Renovate outdated restroom facility in Heritage Park, located directly behind the
Watertown Township Hall

® Create and maintain dialogue with disabled or special needs residents to better
understand their recreational needs

5. Goal: Create a walkable network between existing parks, school, and the Wacousta area,
allowing residents to access a variety of recreational opportunities.

Objectives:
® Create network of sidewalk improvements and multi-use trails between Heritage
Park, Looking Glass Valley Park, the Wacousta area and Wacousta Elementary
School
® Create or update trails within parks to promote jogging and other trail activities in
accordance with draft of the Non-Motorized Transportation Plan
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6. Goal: Acquire land through grants, donations or public purchase that has natural
characteristics which lend themselves to valuable parkland, and enhance the recreational
experience for Watertown Township residents.

Objectives:
® Explore opportunities to acquire land that has high recreational value to further
expand the Township recreational system
® Focus on high-growth areas that lack recreational opportunities
® Preserve natural habitat

7. Goal: Take into consideration the demographics of the Township and provide opportunities
that allow the aging population to engage in social and physical activities and utilize
senior-friendly facilities.

Objective:
® [Invest in recreational opportunities that promote a healthy senior lifestyle in order
to meet the needs of the Township’s aging population

8. Goal: Establish and maintain an ongoing evaluation process to further improve the parks
and recreation system in Watertown Township and make sure that the Parks and
Recreation Plan is consistent with the Watertown Township Master Plan, as well as
other governmental plans.

Objective:
® Create a plan review committee to continually evaluate whether the Township is
following the guidelines set forth by the Action Program
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Chapter 3:
Action Program

3.1: Introduction

Watertown Township is able to apply for grant funding to improve their parks and recreation
system. To be eligible for application, this Plan must be in compliance with the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) Guidelines for the Development of Community Park,
Recreation, Open Space, and Greenway Plans, as revised January, 27, 2006. This Plan will have a five-year
life span, addressing short-term and long-term possibilities and recommendations.

A compliant parks and recreation plan contains an inventory and evaluation of current
park facilities to establish a baseline for which to build off. Through community input and
recommendations from the Parks and Recreation Committee, an assessment of additional needs
and improvements was completed, tailored to national recreation standards, suggested standards
from the MDNR Guidelines, and the specialized needs of Watertown Township (see Section 3 of
Supporting Material).

The following section details the findings and recommendations for both the short-term and long-
term goals for the future of Watertown Township Parks and Recreation.
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3.2: Short-Term Actions

The short-term recommendations are those that may be implemented within the five year duration
of this Plan.

3.21: Barrier-Free Accessibility

It is important to understand the recreational needs of all residents, including those with
disabilities, special needs, and trouble with mobility. This Plan calls for barrier-free improvements
to existing facilities and suggests that new projects will meet barrier-free standards as explained
on page 22 of the MDNR Guidelines.

The following improvements and additions are recommended for implementation:
® Build wheelchair accessible pathways throughout Heritage Park, Looking Glass Valley
Park, and any other new recreational land to be developed
® Replace the non-compliant restroom at Heritage Park with an ADA-compliant
facility
® Connect existing park facilities and the Wacousta area with a network of walkable
pathways (A long-term goal which is discussed in Chapter 3)

Play Structure at Wacousta Elementary
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3.22: Maximize Potential of Existing Facilities

A priority of the Township is to maximize limited resources through minimal maintenance to
uphold the integrity and safety of existing facilities. These short-term actions should be completed
within the five-year duration of this Plan.

Projects that may maximize the potential of existing facilities are listed below:

Heritage Park
® Resurfacing of tennis courts

Renovating of shuffleboard court

Clearing brush at the entrance to improve safety and security

Installing additional lighting, benches, and drinking fountains through the trail
system

Adding low-maintenance playground equipment to existing parks

Screening to conceal the recycling center

® Improving existing electrical infrastructure

Looking Glass Valley Park

® Renovating pavilion roof

Replacing drinking fountain

Pursuing a mural painting to add aesthetic value to “warming-house”
Adding low-maintenance playground equipment to existing parks
Improving existing electrical infrastructure

Other

® Renovating or replacing kitchen equipment and electrical outlets at Wallace F. Watt
Community Center

® Installing active outdoor multi-use facilities directed toward a healthy senior lifestyle

® Proposing an off-leash Dog Park with three recommended locations (More information
in Appendix A)
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3.23: Resident Awareness and Involvement

Utilizing a method to increase resident involvement and awareness of the parks and recreation
facilities will benefit the parks and recreation system. Recently the highest population growth
has occurred in the eastern corridor of the Township, however, existing Township parks are
located along the western side. With an increase in participation, the Township’s parks and
recreation facilities will grow in popularity and in turn increase the social fabric of the Township.
To increase residents’ knowledge and use of the existing parks and their healthy activity options,
there are a few approaches the Township may pursue.

Throughout the public input process it has been noted by residents that many people are unaware
of the available parks and facilities that Watertown Township offers. With this information, it is
recommended that the Township include a Park Awareness section in their monthly newsletter
that is distributed to all residents.

1. The initial campaign should include basic amenity and location information so citizens know
what the Township offers. In subsequent newsletters, the Township may want to include
upcoming sponsored activities to increase citizen involvement.

2. In addition to the Township newsletter, an informational sign could be developed for the
Township Hall; for example a marquee sign or a kiosk. It would be a source of park information
which could increase resident participation in sponsored activities. A brochure or flyer could also
be created and be made available at popular locations throughout the Township.

3. Increased signage is also an avenue that Watertown Township could pursue. To direct
residents and visitors to attractive places within the Township, strategically located wayfinding
signs could be installed. Large and aesthetically pleasing entrance signs may visually enhance the
parks and appear more inviting to park patrons.

3.24: Meet the Township’s Recreational Needs

Watertown Township has a large “baby-boomer” population, some of which have voiced their
interest to engage in social and physical activities. It has been established that existing and
future parks could promote a healthy lifestyle in order to meet the needs of the Township’s aging
population. In the event a new parks and recreation opportunity presents itself, care should be
taken to ensure both active and passive recreation opportunities.
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3.3: Long Term Actions

Long-term recommendations are those that may be implemented after the five year duration of
this plan. The incorporation of these long-term actions may provide new opportunities that can
be used throughout the year.

According to the standards established by the National Recreation and Parks Association (NRPA),
an exemplary parks and recreation system contains between 6.25 to 10.5 acres of developed park
land per 1,000 persons. Given Watertown Township’s projected 2010 population of 4,422, the
Township is deficient by 15.8 to 34.96 acres according to the standard. This deficiency is based
on acres of “developed park land,” a term that varies by community. At the very least, policy
makers would have to designate open space as public park land, and provide basic amenities
such as access, signage, and restroom facilities. Furthermore, it is important to consider that the
deficiency is based off of a national standard. The standards should be coupled with specific local
needs, and judgement relating to particular situations in order to meet Township needs.

Table 1: Existing Park Acreages

Name Acreage
Heritage Park 9.3
Looking Glass Valley Park 3.0
Total 123
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3.31: Non-Motorized Connectivity

The previous goals stated in this Plan lend themselves to the creation of a more walkable area,
which encompasses important Township locations, as well as Heritage and Looking Glass Valley
Park. Specifically, the following goals, as stated previously in this plan, should be considered:

1. Improve the health and well-being of the community
2. Increase awareness and usage of park system
3. Increase access to recreation

Watertown Township has been in the process of drafting a Non-Motorized Transportation
Plan which will state numerous goals, objectives and implementation strategies which may also
increase park accessibility and use. One probable designation would be the Wacousta area, which
suggests the inclusion of Township Hall, the Library, General Store, Heritage Park and Looking
Glass Valley Park along Wacousta Road. Additionally, a church and Wacousta Elementary
School located along Herbison Road may be included in the area. All locations fall approximately
within one square-mile of each other, which presents the possibility of creating a walkable and
bikeable area of the Township.

The non-motorized plan is expected to suggest that the most affordable way to implement a
pathway system in the Wacousta area would call for paved shoulders versus traditional sidewalks.
This could provide for safe pedestrian circulation in the Wacousta area and would require
the least amount of construction disturbance. The draft implementation plan suggests paved
shoulders on road sides, designated by the county road commission with appropriate striping.
The plan is also expected to recommend that the paved shoulders extend along Wacousta Road
from the driveway of Township Hall, south to Clark Road, and along Herbison Road, from the
church east to the first bridge over the Looking Glass River. The proposed paved shoulders are
displayed in Figure 1.
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Figure 1: Connectivity Map
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In addition to the paved shoulders, the designation of pedestrian easements might further benefit
a circulation pattern, increasing access to the Wacousta area, as well as the nearby developed
parkland. One possible recommendation would be for an easement to begin from the Heritage
Park canoe launch and follow the Looking Glass River to Herbison Road. The addition of an
easement, in combination with the proposed paved shoulders along Wacousta Road, could create
additional access to Heritage and Looking Glass Valley Parks, a goal of the Parks and Recreation
Plan.

With the addition of a non-motorized circulation network, which may be comprised of paved
shoulders and easements, it is advisable to include additional street lights and pedestrian cross
walks as the routes become well traveled. There are no crosswalks marked along the stretch of
roads designated for the Wacousta area non-motorized network. There are street lights in the
area, but gaps have been identified, specifically along Wacousta Road from the Township Hall to
Clark Road. In order for the walkable network to be well utilized, an overall feeling of safety by
users is inherently important.
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3.32: Future Land Possibilities and Acquisitions

The Watertown Township Board of Trustees recognizes the importance of outdoor activities
available to their residents, and looks to meet the needs of a changing population. This recognition
is reflected in projects such as the pursuance of additional land and recreation opportunities to
be found within the Township.

® Give special attention to the high population areas along the eastern corridor of the
Township

® Develop advantageous recreation opportunities within the 125.5 acre area

® Nominate the Looking Glass River for the Natural Rivers Program, which has the
potential to become a regional effort with other municipalities through which the
river passes

Figure 2: Aerial View of Watertown Township
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Neighborhood Mini-Park

On the southwest corner of Airport Road and Driftwood Drive at the entrance of Westwinds
Subdivision, there is a 0.25 acre parcel containing a small pump station. Although the pump
station takes up a small portion of the site, open grass surrounding it could serve as a location
for a small recreation facility. If developed into a park it would serve Westwinds Subdivision and
the large number of residents that reside within a close proximity. Therefore, parking could be an
additional consideration. The following figures are conceptual and should not be considered as
final designs.

Gazebo: A more passive type of recreation that may be the ideal usage for an aging population.
Given that it is also visually appealing, this option might also be used to add a distinction to the

neighborhood.
Figure 3: Gazebo
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Small Tot Structure: Generally regarded as a more active recreational feature, such a structure is
best suited for an environment in which a large number of younger children are present.

Figure 5: Tot Structure 1

Figure 6: Tot Structure 2

Regardless of the final decision rendered for the usage of this parcel, it is important that an
emphasis be placed on the creation of a low-maintanence facility. Given the nature of the two
proposed structures, both of them would achieve this goal.
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125.5 Acre Section of Public Land

In the year 1983, Watertown Township purchased 125.5 acres of undeveloped land from the
State of Michigan. The State previously purchased this land from private owners because of the
construction of the [-69 expressway. The Township owns this section of land, which is located
just east of the 1-96 / 1-69 interchange. The land is zoned as Public/ Semi-Public, and consists of 4
separate parcels which are currently all undeveloped, except for a vacant house in the southwest
corner of the site. Many citizens, along with Township officials and staff, have been interested in
developing this section of land.

Figure 7:125.5 Acres

A visioning session was conducted on January 22, 2008 with the Watertown Township Parks and
Recreation Committee. At that meeting, committee members voiced their ideas and opinions on
future possibilities for the large section of land. For most comments offered at the meeting, the
emphasis was put on multi-use facilities that can be used year round. A mountain biking / cross
country skiing path and an ATV / snowmobile trail were mentioned specifically. However, the
idea of a disc golf course came up multiple times, and seemed to be the most popular possibility
amongst committee members. (According to the Professional Disc Golf Association, a large course
requires only 1 acre per hole.) Active types of recreation like the ones mentioned above seem to
be more suitable to the site then more passive alternatives, especially when considering the noise
from the adjacent expressway.
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OPTION I: Develop only the southern portion of the site as a public park

The southern portion of the site (highlighted in Figure 8) consists of 80.5 acres. This is more than
adequate for a large 18 hole disc golf course, multi-use trail, and adequate parking lot. Developing
these 80.5 acres as park space would be enough for the Township to meet the National Recreation
and Park Association standard for park acreage, while at the same time leave 45 acres undeveloped
and available for future development opportunities. Access to the site is provided by an already
existing drive off of Watertown Parkway.

Figure 8: Southern Portion
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OPTION 2: Develop only the northern portion of the site as a public park

The northern portion of the site (highlighted in Figure 9) consists of 45 acres. This portion is
almost half the size of the southern section in Option 1. However, it still provides ample room
for a large 18 hole disc golf course, multi-use trail, and adequate parking lot. Despite its smaller
comparative size, developing this section would still allow for Watertown Township to meet
and exceed the National Recreation and Park Association standards for acreage. One issue with
this portion is that it does not have direct access. Negotiating with the Michigan Department of
Transportation (MDOT) and private parcel owners along Lowell Road to acquire a right-of-way
would provide the most direct access to this section of the site. This site also has a large drainage
ditch running from the I-69 expressway, along the eastern edge of the site, which acts as a second
site constraint.

Figure 9: Northern Portion
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Figure 10: Proposed Lowell Road Access

Watertown Charter Township
Parks and Recreation Master Plan 2008-2013 Page 28




OPTION 3: Develop the entire site as a public park

Developing the entire 125.5 acres as a public park would provide ample space for a large 18 hole
disc-golf course, multi-use trail, and parking lot, with many additional acres for other recreation
facilities. Existing access could be used off of Watertown Parkway as in Option 1, with the
possibility of acquiring a public right-of-way off of Lowell Road as in Option 2. Developing the
entire site would far exceed the acreage standards set forth by the National Recreation and Park
Association. If this option is chosen, a phased development process would most likely be used due
to the large size of the site. It is also important to consider that unlike Options 1 and 2, developing
the entire site would not allow any undeveloped land on the site to be available in the event of a
future economic development opportunity.

Summary:

It the Township decides to pursue any of the three options mentioned, the resulting increase in
recreational acreage would allow for Watertown Township to exceed the National Recreation
and Park Association acreage standard. This would allow the Township to meet the recreational
needs of its current population, while at the same time ensuring adequate recreational space in the
event of future population growth.
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Conclusion

This Plan serves as a guide to improve or create personal, environmental, social, and economic
benefits from parks and recreation facilities. The creation of this Plan is formed around the Goals
and Objectives based on public input. Other contributing information includes: the Community
Profile and Recreational Facilities Inventory, which can be found in the Supporting Material
section. All of this information was used to formulate the detailed Action Program (Chapter 3).

Highlights of the Action Program are listed below:

® Park and Recreation Goals and Objectives were formulated at the beginning of the update
process. They were created based on public input, and have been followed closely when the
Action Program was compiled. It is felt that this plan is in accordance with public goals and
objectives.

® Throughout the plan update, it was determined that the population of Watertown Township
had an increasing senior population. Based on this finding, it is important that facilities address
the needs of this age group. For this reason, ADA compliancy has been stressed throughout this
plan.

® Watertown Township has public land that is undeveloped and can be designated as public
parkland. Recommendations have been made for long-term practical uses of this land.

® Resident awareness of existing parks should be a priority of the Township. It is important to
consider that the higher population in the eastern corridor is located miles away from Heritage
and Looking Glass Valley Parks, which may have contributed to their lack of knowledge.

This document serves as a comprehensive guide for decisions regarding parks and recreation
facilities in Watertown Township. Although this plan is based on extensive research and
Township input, it is important to treat it as an adaptable document that can be adjusted as the
Township changes.
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Supporting Material

Wooden Play Structure at Wacousta Elementary
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Section I:
Public Input Process

In October of 2007 a mail survey was sent to the residents of Watertown Township. The survey
was intended to gain information for the update of the Master Plan and parks and recreation
was a top covered. The goal of the survey was to reach out to as many citizens as possible. It was
conducted before the 2008 Parks and Recreation Plan process, which began in January of 2008.
All of the Township’s residents had an equal opportunity to voice concerns about parks and
recreation through this mailed survey.

On January 21, 2008 the MSU Practicum team met with the Board of Trustees to present the
“Scope of Services,” the expectations of the Plan. On January 22, 2008 a visioning session was held
with the Parks and Recreation Committee. The meeting served two main purposes; (1) to review
the Township’s recreation priorities and (2) to discuss future recreational possibilities. The main
outcome was questioning how to bring the Township together in using parks and recreation
facilities. The goals that were reviewed and prioritized after the initial input session and survey
are as follows:

L. Create community facilities that lay the foundation for increased community
involvement

2. Improve the health and well being of the community, especially children and aging
adults

3. Engage the citizens of the Township, involving them in any parks or recreation
decision making, including their own neighborhoods, in order to build a stronger
sense of ownership

4. Increase awareness and usage of park system

5. Make the most efficient use of park system

6. Use parks to preserve natural land

The 2008 Parks and Recreation Plan was mentioned in the Spring 2008 Watertown Township
Newsletter (Volume 20, Issue 1). This newsletter announced that the Parks and Recreation Plan
was being updated and the opportunity for public comment would begin at a meeting held on
April 21, 2008. At this meeting the Plan would be presented to the Township’s Board of Trustees.
After the meeting the Plan was on display at the Township Hall for one month of public review
and comment before adoption by the Board of Trustees.
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Section 2:
Community Profile

2.1: Capital Improvements

Watertown Township invested $18,000 of improvements to their park facilities in 2007. Within
the last five years the Township has made significant ADA compliancy upgrades and capital
improvements, including those in 2007.

In general, parks and recreation only generates enough money for low-maintenance programs and
facilities. Each year general fund monies are transferred to this budget for other expenses. This
Plan is being created to apply for grant assistance to help offset the costs for current parks and
proposed future recreational facilities; thus the reasoning for this Parks and Recreation Plan to be
compliant with Michigan Department of Natural Resources Guidelines.

2.2: Recreation Grant History

Watertown Township has previously received two grants, both from the Land and Water

Conservation Fund program, for parks and recreation:

Table 2: Previously Acquired Grants

Park ID Year Amount
Heritage 26-01023B4 | 1977 $7.708.60
Looking Glass Valley 26-01409 1985 | $40,807.00
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2.3 Administrative Structure

The following description is a required section of the MDNR Guidelines.

The Watertown Township Board of Trustees is the primary decision making body for the
Township. There are several established committees within the Township, including the Parks
and Recreation Committee, Non-Motorized Circulation Plan Committee, and Environmental
Affairs Committee. This document is meant to help the Parks and Recreation Committee, Board
of Trustees, other committees and the public, to understand the requirements of this document.
Figure 12 is a diagram showing Township representatives and staff.

Figure 12: Administrative Structure
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24 Location

Watertown Township is located in southwestern Clinton County and is northwest of the City of
Lansing. As a part of Clinton County, Watertown Township is also part of the Tri-County region,
which is comprised of Clinton, Eaton, and Ingham Counties. The Township is a traditional six
mile by six mile square, and covers 36 square miles.

Figure 13: Map of Tri-County Region
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Figure 14: Township location
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2.5 Demographics

Demographic information is an essential component in a parks and recreation plan. A
comprehensive socio-economic profile gives policy makers an idea of community needs for
parks and recreation facilities, and how those needs may change over time. This section contains
information for Watertown Township, and when possible, comparative information on Clinton
County. This information is useful in determining the potential demand for parks and recreation
facilities in the Township, and provides information as to which social groups those facilities
serve best.

2.51 Total Population

The following section describes and analyzes the demographic and social characteristics and
forecasts population change in Watertown Township.

Table 3: Population

Community 1990 Population | 2000 Population | Percent Change
Watertown 3731 4162 11.6%
Township

Clinton County 57,883 64,753 11.9%

Source: U.S. Census

Table 3 provides a breakdown of population numbers for the 1990 and 2000 Census. Between 1990
and 2000, the population of Watertown Township increased by 11.6%, which is consistent with
regional trends. Clinton County increased by 11.9% during the same period. While these increases
were occurring, the nearby City of Lansing, Michigan decreased in population by 6.4%. Taking
this into account, one could suggest that the greater Lansing region is following the national
phenomenon of out migration from central cities to surrounding suburban areas.
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Table 4: Forecast

Projection Projection
Community 1990 2000 2010 2020
Watertown 3,731 4162 4422 4,682
Township
Clinton County 57,883 64,753 65,600 66,300

Source: U.S. Census & Woods and Poole Economics, Inc. (Michigan State Profile )

The following map shows how the population of Watertown Township is distributed. It shows
population by census block and indicates existing public parkland. Notice that the existing
parkland is concentrated in the northwest section of the Township, located miles away from high
population census blocks to the east and south.

Figure 15: Existing Park Space and Population By Census Block

Legend

B Eisting Putiic Parks
population

o-18
- BRI
| EN
B -1
| REEET

“® Watertown Charter Township
Parks and Recreation Master Plan 2008-2013 Page 38




2.52: Population Distribution by Age

The following section provides detail on the distribution of population by age group. For the
purpose of analysis, the age categories have been grouped ranging from pre-school to retirement
years. By organizing age demographics in this manner, policy makers will be able to tailor parks
and recreation initiatives to specific age groups.

Table 5:
Age Groups

Percent Percent Percent

1990 (1990) 2000 (2000) Change
Under 5 yrs 285 7.6% 233 5.6% [-18.2%]
5to19 924 24.8% 1,047 25.1% 13.3%
20 to 44 1,439 38.6% 1,278 30.7% [-11.29%]
45 to 64 820 22.0% 1,264 30.3% 54.1%
65 to 74 177 4.7% 215 5.2% 21.5%
Over 75 86 2.3% 125 3.0% 45.3%
TOTAL 3,731 100% 4162 100% 11.6%

Source: U.S. Census

Table 6:
County Comparison

Watertown Percent Clinton Percent

Township (2000) County (2000)
Under 5 yrs 233 5.6% 4.455 6.9%
5to19 1,047 25.1% 15,404 23.7%
20 to 44 1278 30.7% 21,971 33.9%
45 to 64 1,264 30.3% 15,889 24.6%
65 to 74 215 5.2% 3,853 6.0%
Over 75 125 3.0% 3,181 4.9%
TOTAL 4162 1009% 64,753 100%

Source: U.S. Census

The largest age group in Watertown Township is made up of people who are 20 to 44 years old.
However, that group had an 11.2% decrease between 1990 and 2000. The group made up of young
children under 5 years old also had a major decrease during the 1990’s (-18.2%). While these
two groups decreased, the senior demographic increased. People aged 45 to 64 had a 54.1% rise
in population, and people over 75 increased by 45.3%. These figures clearly show Watertown
Township to be an aging community. Policy makers should keep the notable aging demographic
in mind when implementing changes to the parks and recreation system.
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2.53: Population with a Disability

The following information is a breakdown of demographic data for people with disabilities in
Watertown Township and Clinton County. The U.S. Census considers people with a disability
status as being those who experience physical, mental, or emotional conditions or limitations that
affect their ability to perform normal life activities. In 2000, roughly 19% of the U.S. population
was characterized as having some form of disability. The occurrence of disabilities among the
local population is slightly below national averages for both Watertown Township and Clinton
County.

The following tables provide detail on the number of persons with disabilities for select age
groupings. A notable 12.9% of the total population of Watertown Township has a disability
status. However, a sizable 42.2% of people over the age of 65 are considered by the U.S. Census
to have some sort of disability. These figures point out the importance of ensuring that parks
and recreation facilities are accessible to the disabled population, and also that the disabled
demographic is considered when making any decisions affecting the parks and recreation
system.

Table 7:
Disabled Persons

. Percent of
Community Ages 5-20 Ages 21-64 Over 65
Total
Watertown 104 313 119 12.9%
Township
Clinton County 1,254 5,433 2584 14.3%

Source: U.S. Census

Table 8:
Disabled Persons

Community Over 65 Percent of Total
Watertown Township 119 42.6%
Clinton County 2,584 39.8%
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2.6: Physical Characteristics

Watertown Township is a predominantly rural area. Most of the township is covered in farmland,
and nestled between gently rolling hills. The Looking Glass River flows through the Township
from east to west, and is a tributary to the Grand River. Looking Glass Valley Park and Heritage
Park are both located on the river, which allows residents to utilize this resource for recreation.

Figure 16: Aerial View of Watertown Township
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2.61: Topography

The highest elevation of Watertown Township is located at 880 feet above sea level. The lowest
elevation is next to the Looking Glass River, at approximately 780 feet above sea level, according
to the United States Geological Survey. Much of the Township is covered with rolling hills at a
grade not exceeding 10%, and not exceeding 12% through the river corridor.

Figure 17: Township Elevation Map
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2.62: Hydrology

Watertown Township’s main surface water feature is the Looking Glass River which flows from
east to west. The river and surrounding wetlands provide a diverse habitat for native species
of songbirds, waterfowl, and aquatic animals. Public access points to the river are located in
both Heritage Park and Looking Glass Valley Park. These access points include launching area
platforms for canoes and kayaks.

Figure 18: Hydrology
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2.63: Soils

Watertown Township’s soils are those of the Marlette-Capac-Parkhill association. Marlette soils
are sandy and drain well. Capac soils drain moderately well. Parkhill soils do not drain well and
stay saturated for long periods of time, making them difficult to build upon.

Figure 19 is a map of the soil types contained in and around Heritage Park and Looking Glass
Valley Park which are outlined in blue.

Figure 19: Soil Types for Existing Park Facilities

Map Symbol  Soil Name Building Site Development Limitations ?o\lilk
BnB Boyer Sandy Loam Slight No
Pr Parkhill Loam Severe Yes
Pg Palms Muck Severe Yes
Ce Ceresco Fine Sandy Loam Severe Yes
MaB Marlette Loam Slight/Moderate No

Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service
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2.64: Vegetation

According to the 2002 Update of the Watertown Township Comprehensive Plan, 11% of the Township
is covered in hardwood forests. The Looking Glass River’s green infrastructure makes up the
majority of the forested area, which follows the river corridor. Other wooded areas are scattered
throughout the Township. Farms in the Township grow primarily corn and soybeans, making up
the majority of vegetation in the area.

2.65: Land Use Patterns

Watertown Township covers 22,864.6 acres of land. The dominate land use is agricultural with
more than 50% of the total land classified as such. Residential land covers 1,823.5 acres of land.
Single family dwellings dominate the residential land use pattern with a mixture of farmsteads,
large lot home sites, residential subdivisions, and a 14.5 acre mobile home park containing
approximately 75 units.

The total land designated as commercial amounts to 53.8 acres. These lands are concentrated in
the southern part of the Township along Grand River Avenue, with another pocket of commercial
land in the Wacousta area.

Watertown Township has 239.9 acres of land classified as industrial. All industrial land uses are
concentrated in the southeast corner of the Township along Grand River Avenue.

Land classified as Recreation / Open Space amounts to 122.7 acres. The largest chunk of this land
is a golf course east of Grove Road, between Grand River Avenue and State Road. Other areas
of importance are Heritage Park, Looking Glass Valley Park, and the recreation infrastructure
around Wacousta Elementary. Semi-public land adds up to 184.5 acres, and includes a small
piece of the Capital City Airport, Girl Scout facilities, utility sites, Chapel Hill Memorial Gardens,
Wacousta Cemetery, United Methodist Church, Township Hall, and Wacousta Elementary.
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Watertown Township also has one landfill operated by Granger Waste Management Company.
This landfill covers 128.9 acres of land. Surface mining and excavation also occur in Watertown
Township, occupying 126.6 acres of township land.

A total of 37.5% of Township lands are vacant. The vacant land is comprised of undeveloped
property, woodlands, wetlands, and uncultivated farmland.

Table 9: Land Use by Acres and Percentage

Land Use Acres Percent

1997 2002 1997 2002
Agricultural 11,875.8 11,539.0 51.9% 50.5%
Single-Family Residential 1,505.6 1,823.5 6.4% 8.0%
Two-Family Residential 2.5 25 0.1% 0.1%
Mobile Home Park 14.5 14.5 0.1% 0.1%
Commerical/Office 37.2 53.8 0.2% 0.2%
Industrial 146.1 2391 0.6% 1.0%
Recreation/Open Space 122.67 122.67 0.54% 0.54%
Public/Semi-Public 184.52 184.52 0.81% 0.81%
Landfill 178.86 178.86 0.78% 0.78%
Excavation 126.61 126.61 0.55% 0.6%
Vacant and Right-of-Way 8,069.65 8,578.44 37.92% 37.5%
Total 22,864.1 22,864.1 100% 100%
This information was gathered by Wade-Trim field data between 1995 and 2002.

The Watertown Township Future Land Use map is located on page 47. The two developed parks,
Heritage and Looking Glass Valley, are designated as Public/Semi-Public Land, which are located
on the western side of the Township. The majority of the medium to high density residential
zones are located on the eastern side. These two areas are divided by Agricultural land.
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2.06: Transportation
The road system of Watertown Township serves as the backbone for growth, economic
development, and is an integral part of the Township’s social and physical fabric. The Township’s

location utilizes the intersection of two major freeway systems: Interstate-69 and Interstate-96.

These freeways are an integral part of the Township’s development of non-retail commercial and
industrial activity, including the development of a Fortune 500 Company in the early 2000s.

Figure 20: Transportation
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Street Classification

The street system serving Watertown Township can be classified as follows:

Freeways and Controlled Access Arterials: These facilities perform little or no land service
function but instead are devoted entirely to the task of traffic movement by providing for large
volumes of traffic at relatively high speeds. It is characterized by limited access, multi-lane,
divided highways. These arterials include Interstate-96 and Interstate-69.

Major Arterials: This class of street serves major movements of traffic within or through the
area. Mainly designed to move traffic, the secondary function is to provide access to abutting
land. Grand River Avenue (Business Route 96) and Airport Road are the major arterials. The
2002 Watertown Township Comprehensive Development Plan indicated that residential development has
pushed Airport Road to capacity. If additional housing units are added to the eastern side of the
Township, there will be a need for additional roadwork. Considerations for pedestrians should
also be factored into any future improvements. These improvements should include bike lanes,
sidewalks, and pedestrian crossings.

Minor Arterials: This class of street serves primarily local or shorter distance traffic and provides
alimited degree of continuity. Their principal function is moving traffic with a secondary purpose
of providing local land access in connection with the collector and local street system. The paved
minor arterials for Watertown Township are Cutler, Howe, Herbison (except at the far east it
becomes unpaved), and Clark Roads running east-west. Gravel roads include east Herbison,
Stoll, State, and Eaton Highway in the east-west direction. Paved roads running north-south
are Wacousta, Francis and Ingersoll. Gravel north-south roads consist of Bauer, Forest Hill,
Lowell, and Grove. Considerations for pedestrians are not present on the Minor Arterial Roads.
Wide shoulders, cross-walks in heavy foot traffic areas, and appropriate signage should be
implemented.

Collector Streets: These streets serve the internal traffic movement within specific areas and
connect those areas with the major and minor arterial system. Generally, they are not continuous
for any great length. The collector street is intended to supply abutting property with almost
the same degree of access as a local street, while at the same time serving local traffic movement.
Traffic control devices may be installed to protect and facilitate movement of traffic; however,
these devices would not be as elaborate as those on arterial streets. There is one gravel collector
street in Watertown Township: Corrison. To make amenities for recreation activities signage
should be added to these collector streets to alert drivers of recreation activities.
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Local Streets: The sole function of these streets is to provide access to immediately adjacent
properties. There are a number of these roads in the Township, but they carry a small proportion
of the vehicle-miles of travel. Local Streets in Watertown Township consist of private drives
dedicated to housing subdivisions. Sidewalks are not present on the Township’s local streets.
The general lack of sidewalks discourages foot traffic. To make Watertown Township walkable
sidewalks should be added to the Local Streets.

Railroad: The Chesapeake Railroad runs along the southern border of Watertown Township.

Airport: The Capital City Airport (the Greater Lansing Area’s International Airport) is located
north of Lansing. Itis a full-service, all-weather, commercial airline airport. The airport also owns
a small portion of fly-over property at the far southeastern quadrant of Watertown Township.
Residents are notified of this anticipated noise issue with an informational move-in guide, upon
initial purchase of their parcels.
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2.7 Regional Collaboration

Fostering and continuing relationships with adjacent townships, as outlined in the Goals and
Objectives chapter, is a priority of this document. Several Townships in Clinton County are taking
the initiative to combine park resources. In DeWitt Township’s Comprehensive Development
Plan of 2005, (Chapter 2, Page 59) an effort to connect the park’s systems is mentioned.
Watertown Township and DeWitt Township seek to link trails and other greenspace elements,
which offer opportunities for regional collaboration for recreation and open space amenities. Bath
and DeWitt Townships share similar goals for the present and future: maintaining agricultural
areas, low-density, rural residential character, the protection of sensitive environments, and the
promotion of managed economic growth. In addition, the area around Airport Road between
DeWitt and Watertown Townships is planned to be developed into medium to high density
residential. This will add significant amounts of traffic to the Airport Road corridor and suggests
an important need to coordinate future road improvements. Clinton County has jurisdiction over
all roads in Watertown Township

Figure 21: Township Region Map
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Section 3:
Recreation Facilities Inventory

For this plan to be compliant with Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) guidelines,
a comprehensive inventory of Watertown Township’s developed parks was taken to establish a
baseline of facility conditions. The two parks are Heritage Park and Looking Glass Valley Park,
which comprise 12.3 acres. The Future Land Use map designates these parks as Public/Semi-Public
Land. To ensure the future of these parks a new classification of “Parkland” could be established
for the Future Land Use map.

Barrier-free accessibility is important to Watertown Township to ensure equal access for everyone.
This is also a goal of the MDNR, Federal, and State governments which can be noted in the Barrier
Free Accessibility Requirements for Parks on page 19, Appendix B, of the MDNR Guidelines. The
following scale created by MDNR was used to rank the Township’s existing recreational facilities
and accessibility.

One: none of the parks/facilities have barrier free accessibility

Two: some of the parks/facilities have barrier free accessibility

Three: most of the parks/facilities have barrier free accessibility

Four: the entire park meets barrier free accessibility guidelines

Five: the entire park was developed/renovated using the principles of universal design
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3.1: Public Facilities
Heritage Park

Heritage Park is a 9.3 acre area located behind the Township Hall adjacent to the Looking
Glass River. The three parcels outlined in Figure 22 comprise Township Hall, Wallace F. Watt
Community Center and Heritage Park. In reference to Appendix C of the MDNR Guidelines, this
park has been classified as a neighborhood park. This park offers playground equipment, three
baseball/softball fields, a soccer field, two tennis courts, two horse-shoe pits, one shuffleboard
court, one sand volleyball court, access to a canoe launch, and short walking trails. There are
opportunities to participate in more passive recreation by utilizing the two pavilions (large and
small) and abundant open space.

Accessibility Assessment: 2- Limited pathways and access route. One ADA compliant
bathroom and one non-compliant

Figure 22: Heritage Park
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Looking Glass Valley Park

Looking Glass Valley Park, outlined in Figure 23, is classified by the MDNR Guidelines as a
neighborhood park. It consists of three acres of land bordering the Looking Glass River, one-half
mile south of Township Hall. Access to the river is provided by a canoe launch, as well as an
adjacent pavilion and small dock. Active recreation facilities such as playground equipment, a
baseball/softball diamond, youth-sized basketball court, and sand volleyball court are located in
the park. A small building known as the “warming-house” is located next to the river, and is used
as a warming room during cold seasons and provides extra storage space during warmer months.

Accessibility Assessment: 2- Limited access routes, ] ADA compliant bathroom

Figure 23: Looking Glass Valley Park
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Wallace F. Watt Community Center

The Wallace F. Watt Community Center is located directly behind the Township Hall. Tt
consists of a 2,400 square foot gym with two basketball hoops and shuffleboard courts. A small
kitchen located on the south end of the building is equipped with a refrigerator, stove, and sink.
There is a barrier-free restroom which was recently renovated to meet requirements, which is
noted in the Accessibility Assessment below. The Township supplies enough tables and chairs to
seat approximately 125 people at the community center, as allowed under the local fire code. In
2007 there were 423 gym rentals. The most common uses are volleyball, acrobics, boys and men’s
basketball, shuffleboard sessions, soccer practice, and other Township sponsored events.

Accessibility Assessment: 4- Recently renovated for barrier-free accessibility

Figure 24: Wallace F. Watt Community Center
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3.2: School Facilities

Wacousta Elementary School

The Wacousta Elementary School is located along Herbison Road and is operated by the Grand
Ledge School District. The school offers many recreational facilities including two soccer fields,
two playgrounds, and three basketball courts; two of which are contained within the schools’
gymnasium. One of the playgrounds is made of wood and was hand-built by Watertown
Township residents.

Figure 25: Wooden Play Structure at Wacousta Elementary School

» Watertown Charter Township
Parks and Recreation Master Plan 2008-2013 Page 56




Section 4:
Park and Recreation Standards

Industry standards for open space and parkland create a simple guideline for a community’s
recreational goals. These standards set minimum requirements for recreation facilities and suggest
acreage of open space. It is important to note that there is flexibility in the standards, due to the
understanding that there are many factors related to an appropriate amount of a recreational
opportunity. It is important to consider population demographics as well as usage rates.

This Plan includes two sets of standards. First, the National Recreation and Park Association
(NRPA) sets a “target of excellence” of 6.25 to 10.5 acres of developed park land per 1,000
population. According to the 2002 Watertown Township Comprehensive Development Plan Amendment, the
population is projected to total 4,422 people in 2010. Based on the ratio set by the NRPA, this size
population would require a minimum of 28.1 to 47.3 acres of parkland. Presently, there are 12.3
acres of developed parkland. Using this standard, Watertown Township may be considered to
have a deficit of 15.8 to 34.9 acres of parkland. The recommendations for future parkland include
the understanding of this deficit.

The second set of guidelines is provided by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources
(MDNR), suggesting standards for recreation facility development. These suggestions include
the number of facilities per population; recommended space and required dimensions. According
to the MDNR Guidelines, Watertown Township’s population requires them to adhere to the
standards for municipalities with a population of 5,000 or smaller. Based on the findings, the
Township meets all requirements set forth in terms of its population size, actually exceeding
many, which is outlined in Table 10. All facilities listed in Table 10 are concentrated around
the Township Hall, and Wacousta Elementary School grounds, which are both located on the
western side of the Township. Since the Township is semi-rural, the current developed parkland
is not easily accessible by those who reside in the eastern corridor, which has higher population
concentrations.

In addition to population ratio guidelines, it is necessary to analyze Township characteristics
to determine what recreational opportunities may be lacking. It is important to note that
Watertown Township is experiencing growth in the baby-boomer population. As facilities are
developed, it is essential to meet the needs of current and future demographics.
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Table 10: Excerpt from DNR Suggested Facility Development Standards

Development Standards

Recommended Space

Number of

Activity Requirements and Units per DNR Location Notes Existing Wfaltertown
. . . Facility
Dimensions Population
1620 sq. ft.
Usually in school,
Singles - 17x 44’ recreation center or
Badminton Doubles - 20'x 44’ 1 per 5,000 church facility. Safe None
with 5 unobstructed walking or biking
area on all sides. access
2 Outdoor Courts
Basketball 1.2400-3036 sq,. ft. Same as badmlntgn. -Looking Glass Valley
1 Youth 46-50" x 84° Outdoor courts in Park
' neighborhood and -Wacousta Elementary
2.5040-7280 sq fr. community parks 3 Indoor Courts
2. High School 50" x 84’ 1 court per 5,000 LY Pars,
plus active recreation -1 at Wallace Watt
3.5600-7980 sq. ft. . .
, S as areas in other park Community Center
3. Collegiate 50" x 94 .
settings -2 at Wacousta
Elementary
Single court-
minimum of 7,200 Best in batteries of
sq. ft. 2-4. 2 courts located in
. Located in Heritage Park-poor
Tennis 36’ x 78. 12’ clearance I court per 2,000 neighborhood/ condition; needs to be
on both sides; community park or resurfaced.
21’ clearance on both near school site.
ends.
Minimum of 4,000
sq. ft. Same as other 1 court at Heritage
court activities Park and 1 court at
Volleyball 30" x 60’. Minimum 6’ L court per 5,000 e.g., badminton, Looking Glass Valley
clearance on all sides. basketball, etc.). Park
1.7t0 2.1A
One field at Heritage
Soccer 195’ t0 225 x 330 1 per 10,000 Park and two fields at

to 360" with a 10?
minimum clearance on
all sides.

Wacousta Elementary
School
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Official
Baseball 3.0-3.85 A mmm’lum
1 Official Baselines-90
’ Pitching distance-60.5’ 1 field per 2 fields at Heritage Park
Foul lines-min. 320’ 5,000 Part of and 1 field at Looking Glass
Center field-400"+ neighborhood Valley Park
complex. Lighted
Little League fields also part
1.2 A minimum of community 1 field behind
3 Little Baselines-60 1 per complex. Watertown
L’ Pitching distance-46’ 30,000 Township Hall
cague Foul lines-200’
Center field-200" - 250°
1.5t02.0A
PitchinBilsiZ]tl;::e/i?S (men) | 1Per>000
81 (if also Little League field located
- 40’ (women). )
Softball e . used for behind Watertown
Fast pitch field radius from :
) youth Township Hall
plate-225 between foul
. baseball)
lines.
Slow pitch-275 (men)
- 250" (women).
18-hole course can
accommodate
Golf: 500-550 people a Private Course
(18-hole Loer day. Royal Scott: 27-hole
standard) Average length 6,500 yards P Course may
50,000 :
be located in
community, district,
or regional/metro
park.

Proposed Facilities

Well defined head.
Capacity- Rural trails
Trail System 40 hikers/day/ mile. lei);seteircr)ln N/A Proposalio(jréﬁ A
Urban trails-90 hikers/ | P78 P
day/mile.
Multi-
purpose
Court 2,840 sq. It 1 per In neighborhood or Proposal
Basketball, ; ) 10,000 community parks. P
120° x 80 yP
Volleyball,
Tennis)
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Standards Summary: Compliance and Deficiencies

The information below is a summarization of the Inventory section on facilities development
standards explaining what Watertown Township is adequate in, what it is lacking, and where
there is a surplus.

Watertown Township has ample basketball courts. The indoor court at Wallace F. Watt
Community Center combined with the youth-size outdoor court at Looking Glass Valley Park
sufficiently meet the suggested standards as described earlier in Section 4. There are an additional
three courts at Wacousta Elementary, one outdoor and two indoor.

The Township is exceeding the standard in baseball/softball fields. The Michigan Department of
Natural Resources (MDNR) Guidelines break fields down into two categories, official and little league.
There is one little league field, and two official fields at Heritage Park and one official field at
Looking Glass Valley Park. There are two tennis courts when only one is required. There are
three soccer fields within the Township, there is one field at Heritage Park and two at Wacousta
Elementary, only one is required per 5,000 people.

According to the standards set forth in Section 4, Watertown Township is only deficient in a
badminton court. There is ample space at both parks to install a court, but it is only a suggested
standard and throughout the public input process, badminton was never mentioned.

Watertown Township has one private 27-hole golf course. The MDNR Suggested Facility
Development Standards, as shown in Table 10, recommend a golf course of 18-holes for a
population of 50,000. Township exceeds recommendations in this respect.

The Township has one non-ADA compliant restroom at Heritage Park, but has three compliant
restrooms, each at Heritage Park, Looking Glass Valley Park, and the Wallace F. Watt Community
Center.
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Appendix A:
Dog Park Off-Leash Area

Some Watertown Township residents have voiced a desire for a dog park. An off-leash park will
allow dogs and their owners to socialize in a unique and safe setting which can help to increase
the social fabric within the segment of the Township.

Example for Watertown Township:

4,422 (population) / 2.67-1,656 (households)
1,656 (households)* 0.361= 598 (dog owning households)
598 * 1.6= 957 (estimated number of dogs in Watertown Township)

The Friends of Greater Lansing Dog Park Association (FGLDP) conducted a recent survey which
found the Grand Ledge area has 50 people, or 25-percent of respondents, would like to see a dog
park established in what FGLDP labeled the Northwest Ingham/ Northeast Eaton/ Southwest
Clinton counties area. This non-profit organization incorporates the greater Lansing area, and are
willing to participate in the development of the proposed project.

The American Kennel Club (AKC) created a manual entitled Establishing a Dog Park in Your
Community that explains the following benefits a park can bring to a community:

Allows dogs to exercise and socialize safely. Puppies and adult dogs need room to run, and
enclosed play areas permit them to do so while preventing them from endangering themselves
and others (e.g. running into oncoming traffic). In addition, dogs who are accustomed to playing
with animals and people other than their owners are more likely to be well-socialized and react
well towards strangers.

Promotes responsible dog ownership. Dog parks prevent off-leash animals from infringing on
the rights of other community residents and park users such as joggers, small children, and those
who may be fearful of dogs. Parks also make it easier for a city to enforce its leash laws, as resident
dog owners with park access have no reason to allow their canine companions off-leash when
outside of the park.
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Provides an outlet for dog owners to socialize. Dog parks are a great place for owners to
meet other people with common interests. The love people share for their dogs reaches beyond
economic and social barriers and helps foster a sense of community.

Makes for a better community by promoting public health and safety. Well-exercised dogs are
better neighbors who are less likely to create a nuisance, bark excessively and destroy property.
Their presence in the park, along with their owners, also my help deter crime.

The Association of Pet Dog Trainers (APDT) states several advantages of dog parks, including:

® Dog socialization

® DPeople socialization

® Physical and mental stimulation
® FEducation opportunities

The disadvantages listed are:

® Potential danger for people from aggressive dogs, lawsuits arising from dog fights,
and possible parasites

® Dogs can also be in danger of aggressive dogs, possible parasites and disease,
potential lack of impulse control and over-excitement, potential for injury, and
parks are not appropriate for small and large dogs to congregate, there must be a
designated small dog area

Some of the community may not understand the park’s concept and will abuse the park by
not picking up after their dog, leaving them unattended, or allowing their dog to engage in
inappropriate behavior. Others may not be educated enough about their dog to know if it is
appropriate for the park, and there is also the potential for noise and liability issues.
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The following tables demonstrate the pros and cons of the three possible locations for the dog
park.

Figure 26: Heritage Park T-Ball Field

Pros Cons
T-ball Field - Excellent location for passerbys to |- No trees/shade.

develop an interest.

- Opportunity for local youth program
(e.g. Boy/Girl Scouts), or community
to plant trees in field.

- Restroom availability, but must
become ADA compliant.
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Figure 27: The River at Heritage Park

Pros Cons
River at Heritage Park - Abundant shade. - Possible river
- Simple waterline contamination from pet
accessibility. waste, due to storm water
- Location at back of park | runoff.
will decrease noise issues - Lack of visibility.
with nearby residents. - Smallest plot proposed.

- Large amount of insects.
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Figure 28: Cemetery Lot

Pros Cons
Cemetery - Largest proposed plot. - Possible river
contamination from pet
waste.
- Large amount of insects.
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According to the Model Ordinances for Watershed and Natural Resource Protection composed
by the Greater Lansing Regional Committee (GLRC) for Stormwater Management, written June
2007, pet waste is not the most toxic or even predominant pollutant in local waterways. However,
it is still a source of pollution and can have health risks such as parasites, bacterial infections, and
roundworms. Also, pet waste can release ammonia, phosphorus, and nitrogen which may cause
aquatic life to die, encourage algae and weed growth (which can harm native species of plant and
aquatic life), and may also cause the water to be unsafe for recreation or drinking.

Should a community choose to implement a Pet Waste Ordinance (examples can be found of page
17-8 of the GLRC manual) there are three variables to consider:

® Enforcement: who will enforce the ordinance, is there staff available for this,
education may be a substitute for enforcement

® County Health Department should be supportive since pet waste can be a health
risk

® The regulating body may need to provide materials for disposal on municipal parks
and walking trails. These could include additional trash containers, disposal bags,
pet waste signs, etc

The City of Austin, Texas conducted a case study entitled Educating Pet Owners and Gardeners, which
beganin2000. Austinimplemented a “Scoop the Poop” program which utilized informational signs
to educate pet owners. The city also implemented Mutt Mitt dispensers with biodegradable bags
within park areas to encourage compliance with the program. During the life of this program the
Watershed Protection & Development Review (WPDR) and Parks & Recreation Departments
found a 27-percent decrease in waste being deposited into local waterways. The effectiveness of
the program can be measured by the increasing number of Mutt Mitt dispensers being distributed
each year; the average between 2001 and 2006 was 472,833, or a 200-percent increase. The Greater
Lansing Regional Committee concurs with the City of Austin’s education program.
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The basic suggested dog park rules and regulations are:

Dogs must be under owner’s control at all times-leashed or unleashed

Sign stating park hours

All dogs must be licensed, inoculated, healthy and wear the license in the park
Owners must pick up after their dogs

Owners must always carry a leash

Never leave dogs unattended

Be respectful of others, especially during morning and evening hours

Use of the dog park is at your own risk

Necessary and typical amenities, as described by the American Kennel Club and Kansas City, MO
Parks and Recreation Off-leash Dog Area Guideline which was used by the Friends of Greater
Lansing Dog Park Associations manual, includes:

One or more acres surrounded by a four to six foot chain-link fence

Double gated entryway to prevent escapes and facilitate wheelchair accessibility
Parking close to the site

Waterline accessibility

Ability to capture stormwater runoff

Ability to protect existing vegetation, eliminate erosion, maintain turf, and
minimize mud areas

Trash receptacles that are leak proof and covered

Doggy bag dispensers and biodegradable bags

Shade and water for both dogs and owners, along with benches and tables
Signage with listed rules, regulations, and park hours

The Friends of Greater Lansing Dog Park Association (FGLDP) have a voluntary membership
program which ranges in price from $15 to $1000. Membership privileges include voting rights,
advanced notice of special events, monthly newsletter, merchandise discounts, and picture(s) of
the member’s dog in FGLDPs Pet Gallery on their website.

Other organizations such as the Oshawa Durham Area Walker’'s Group (ODAWG) has a
voluntary $10 annual fee for park usage. The Indianapolis Department of Parks and Recreation
has dog owners pay $3 per dog per weekday for access, and $4 on weekends. Owners also have
the option to purchase a yearly pass for $25.
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The Canine Good Citizen (CGC), which began in 1989, is a two-part certification program that
stresses responsible pet ownership for owners and basic good manners for dogs. This program
is in connection with the American Kennel Club, currently Watertown Township is not a
participating member. CGC Neighborhood Models have been established and have police and
animal control agencies using this program to deal with dog problems in communities. Some
therapy dog groups use the CGC as a partial screening tool, and some 4-H groups around the
country have been using the CGC as a beginning dog training program for children. Veterinarians
have recognized the benefits of well-trained dogs and there are some CGC programs in place
in veterinary hospitals. State legislatures began recognizing the CGC program as a means of
advocating responsible dog ownership and 22 states now have Canine Good Citizen resolutions.

All dogs, including both purebred and mixed breed dogs are welcome to participate in the Canine
Good Citizen (CGC) Program. There is no age limit for the test, but dogs must be old enough
to have received necessary immunizations and vaccines. Owners who have trained their dogs
themselves are also eligible to have their dogs tested.
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Appendix B:
Grant Application Materials

This is a supplementary section with information about grant monies Watertown Township
may be eligible to apply for. All the information about these grants was accessed from Michigan
State University’s Main Library. All credit for grant finding and grant information is given to Jon
Harrison. If there are further questions about grants you may contact Jon Harrison, the Funding
Center Supervisor at (517) 432-6123.

Michigan Department of Natural Resources Grant
Programs

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)

The Land and Water Conservation Fund program provides funds on a 50/50 reimbursable
matching basis for the development of outdoor and limited indoor recreation facilities. Funds are
awarded to local projects after all project applications submitted in a year have been evaluated.
The local share of a project can be cash, approved donations of service and material, credit for
locally assumed costs, and/or donated after project approval.

Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF)

The Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund utilizes royalties from oil, gas, and other mineral
developments on state-owned lands to help finance the acquisition and development of outdoor
recreation facilities. Matching local funds are required in the amount of at least 25% of the total
project cost. Projects proposed under this program should be directed towards helping meet
statewide goals, including natural resource protection, water access and urban recreation. A
minimum of 75% of funds each year are designated for land acquisition.
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Safe, Accountable, Flexible and Efficient Transportation
Equity Act of 2003 (SAFTEA-21)

The SAFTEA program established a fund for Transportation Enhancement Activities with funds
set aside for the provision of non-motorized transportation, transportation aesthetics, water
quality and wildlife mortality, and historic preservation projects. The Michigan Department of
Transportation (MDOT) allocates this federal money on an annual basis through a revolving
application process. The Office of Economic Development within MDOT provides administrative
oversight for the program.

Grant Application Information

Grant Resources ¢ Responsibilities for Townships

http://www.michigantownships.org/downloads/october02.pdf

A wide area of untapped funds is available to townships in the form of grants from the state and
federal government, and also from private corporations. Although the grant writing process may
seem daunting, this article shows you where to look for grants, what to include in a grant proposal
and how to prepare yourself for grant writing success. The author of the article is Beverly A.
Browning.

Grant Writing Tips

http://www.mcrh.msu.edu/Grants/Grantwriting%20Tips.htm

Grant Examples
Capital Region Community Foundation Patrons Fund

http://www.crcfoundation.org

The Capital Region Community Foundation is a local non-profit that serves the tri-
county region of Clinton, Ingham, and Eaton Counties. This organization makes grants
for community projects that reach a broad segment of the community and promote
cooperation among organizations.
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DALMAC Fund Application Form

http://www.biketcha.org/dfund/DalmacFundApp.pdf

The DALMAC fund was established to promote bicycling in Michigan. Programs
that encourage bicycle use, teach bicycle safety, or develop bicycle routes or facilities
are examples of eligible promotional activities. The Fund's revenue source is the
DALMAC (Dick Allen Lansing to Mackinaw) bicycle tour. Since 1973, DALMAC has
been sponsored by the Tri-County Bicycle Association (P. O. Box 22146, Lansing, MI
48909-2146). Grants for an organization’s approved project are available beginning
March 1. A project completion report will be required if your project is approved.

Bikes Belong Coalition Grants

http://bikesbelong.org/site/page.cfm?PagelD=21

Bikes Belong Coalition, whose mission is putting more people on bicycles more often,
accepts requests for funding of up to $10,000 for facility, capacity, and education
projects. Bikes Belong also accepts successor proposals from previously funded projects.
Applications reviewed on quarterly basis.

Outdoor Recreation Acquisition, Development and Planning

Most federal grants make money available to state governments only. The Outdoor
Recreation Acquisition, Development and Planning grant is an exception. The grant
allots money to smaller political subdivisions, which may include townships.
The proposal for the grant must be reviewed by an appointed State Liaison Officer.
Decisions are made in consideration with the Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor
Recreation Plan and the Parks and Recreation Plan action program’s priorities. Grant
money can be used for a wide range of park projects including biking trails, supporting
roads, and boat launches. Money cannot be used for maintenance and operation.

To find a copy of the grant go to: http://12.46.245.173/cfda/cfda.html. Click on the
“Search for Assistance Programs,” Search by Keyword, and type “Outdoor Recreation
Acquisition, Development and Planning.” A written example of this grant is included
to give applicants an idea of grant application language and the overall application process.
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Appendix C: Source Materials and Documents

Introduction Sources

e “How Cities Use Parks to Improve Public Health, Help Children Learn, Create Safer
Neighborhoods.” City Parks Forum Briefing Papers, American Planning Association. 2003.

® “Measuring the Economic Impact of Visitors to Sports Tournaments and Special Events.” By
Crompton, John L. The National Recreation and Parks Association. 1999.

® “Environmental Science: Working with the Earth.” By Miller, G. Tyler. Wadsworth Publishing
Company. Seventh Edition. 1999.

® “Play: Essential for All Children.” By Isenberg, John Packer; Quisenberry, Nancy. Association
for Childhood Education International. 2002.

® “Starting, Ceasing, and Replacing Leisure Activities Over the Life-Span.” By Iso-Ahola, Seppo
E.; Jackson, Edgar. Journal of Leisure Research, Volume 26, No. 3. pp.227-249. 1994.

® “The Dialectics of Leisure and Development for Women and Men in Mid-Life: An Interpretive
Study.” By Freysinger, Valeria. Journal of Leisure Research, Volume 27, No. 1. pp.61-84. 1995.

® “The Economic Benefits of Open Space.” By Miller, Stephen. The Islesboro Islands Trust.
1992.

® “The Impact of Parks and Open Space on Property Values and the Property Tax Base.” By
Crompton, John L. 2003.
http://www.rpts.tamu.edu/Faculty/PropertyValue.pdf

® “The Preschool Playground.” By Sawyers, Janet K. The Journal of Physical Education,
Recreation & Dance, Volume 65, Issue 6. p.32-33. August 1994.

® “Why America Needs More City Parks and Open Space.” By Sherer, Paul M. The Trust for
Public Land White Paper. 2003.
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(DI PrOEess ANd fswer questions

'ﬁr.— 1_|||,.||.|;.|||~| will ullll]lll;.l: ilna lH'H_jEL.F 1 |||-u.l-.'\lr|i|i._ aml L||-r.'|l wall |.'||:ru|:4||:
their Gndings w ihe Township ot the Bognl of Trustees meeting on Apnl 21,
The public 15 encouriged w attenid that mesting and meet the studeans, and talk with them about the experience,

L&t to Fight: Treasure Janive Ty, MSLU siudonts Cliris Armberas, Sootl Fivein, fon Ruygise, Palick, Amliews, Slacsy
Fodawn, Fans and reeraation coammittes membens | oy o, Jeck Huniobn, Lok Wasifick, ang siudant Nall Hanng

Parade and Cemetery Service on May 24",

Please join liends, family and neghbors in celebrating the Memonal Day Holiday by paricipating in or
attending the annual parade and memaorial service on Saturday May 24", The parade will line up at the
township hall for an 11:00 am, kick off, The Wallaco Watls Community Conter will be open for tho con-

venience of panicipants and parade goars. Tha Parks and Recrealon Commiteo will host a hot o

roast immediataly tollowing tha sarvica al tha pavilion in |ooking Glase Vallny Park

Have you ever heard a favorite oldle song and felt like movin® lo the music? LRSS
Wish you were fit enough to do it again? Well, here is a place to get back in your B _"“" e -
‘groove’ and do it again while improving your fitnoes. P '-A..rl".
You can gel In your aegrobic ‘groove’ for 45 minutes, or stay for another 24 min- (St SRS SR
utes of toning and mam stroteching. We oee golden oldies and country missic. 3", ]

Sometimes wa throw ma ine dance or two. This ia all done al a low 1o medium 5'
intansity and confirms to the American Council on Exercise (AUE] recommenda- §
tione for group fitnage aercbic classes. The emphasis is on having fun while im- 88
proving or maintaining the cardivvascular systern Classes are Iald Moodays and
Wednesdays at 6:15pm and Saturdays at 9am at the Watertown Township Gym.

Try a week (or more) fron. For more informaotion call Jerry MoMellly al 627 0570,

Tha Township iz accepting bids on a copier - Mila Poinl Source Al 4040 wilh: 4 paper supply draw-
ers, sorl, punch, staply, soom, and more. Puichased in 2000 with a copy count of 258,144, It may be
goan at tha  township's office. Sealad bids mus! ba presented to the Offica of the Township Clerk by |
4:00 p.m. on April 21¥, Payment must be made on asceptance of the bid. Copior must be romoved
within 24 hours of payment. A mainlenance coniract may be avallaGle thru GBI Lansing Inc. |

For more informaiion vEsil wsmwe fug waderfosan o s




Great Lakes, Great Times, Greal Outdoors

W mrlchlgan.gov/dnr-granis

GUIDELINES
FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF
COMMUNITY PARK,
RECREATION, OPEN SPACE,
AND
GREENWAY PLANS

Michigan Department of Natural Resaurces
Grants Management
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Crants Managemeant staff is availabls bo provide additicnal guidanes to you as you
prapars your racreation pian. 0N can be réached ab the tolkeidng addressas and
telephene numbers:

ARANTS MANABREMENT
MICHIGEAN NFPARTMENT OF NATLIRA! RESOLIRCES

PO BOM 30420
LANSING, Ml J5308-TR2S

Im e weed at
wigw e higan. povidnrgrants

24-Hour Voice Mail Information Reguest Line: 5173732724
Teleptwne, S1T=3T3-0129

ITYITo0: 717 [(Michigan Kelay Center)

Fax: 517-3356813

F21323 (R, QUTRI0G



GUIDELINES
FOrR THE DEVELOPMENT DF
ConmMuUnNITY PARK,
RECREATION,
OPEMN SPACE, AND

GREENWAY PLANS
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INTRODUCTION

Tha Michigan Depatmant nf Natiral Resnirras (DR prowvides fing neiad sdsiaance thom mph it
recraalion granbs poogiarnm ko correrunibivs wilbin e Shle of Bidigan Dl sam o scguing Bnd o
parke and apan spacos or that want by develop reeration fagiities. Assistancs ia cumartly

avallaple from the Michgan MNaial Resources Trust Fund and the rederal Land and \vater
Cancarvatian Fund, Te ba sligibla t2 apply for thass gramts. 8 cammaupity must Rave amn sppraves

Trro=year reereation plan on fie wEh GrRans Mansgoement of the RNR. This paokiot describes the
informaiicn bhat iz r-uquil:l:l i the FL'rn iz lo be :|p|:|mmd b‘I Srarts Mana BEI'I'I!I'ﬂ‘. Infarmation

contamned Inhe plan val Be yzed by Grants Nanagemenl s1am in sooring 3pplicatons,

Hopoefully. using this guidancs and the resources prosidod wathin thio boakbet will assiel ywoa in
prepeing a recreation plan Bal is of use fon pou commmunity, botl in delemmnineg youw recreslon
and apan space noeds and in integrating those reeds ints thee Beger framewsank of comprehensio
pixnning. This bodkket Bas Boeon resised TRom proyvious Yersions., Ve recommend hat you read It n
itz antirety before begirnming the process of developing wear plan.

Tha fedkesing 122 18T 07 WNmsE and halr definiions as usad 0 his baokiar

Community is tha ontity that praparas (ha recroation plan, reeagnizing that tha sormemuniby
may be.ler examgde. a singke 10cal unik ofF governiment. 2 prou of units of government that
parfizipata in s ruli uricdictional plan, school dictrict regional racreaBon suthanty or

Iraiivay COrmrmiSsa.

Reercation Plan iz the decument that is preparcd to aosist communities in developing
recreabon and rezowce canservabon poals and abectnes and to establizh recreatian
grant cligibiliy.

Greanfisld iz a piece of usually sermiural property that is undeveloped except bar
agriculbural e, aspecially one considersd as & site for axpanding uiban d eveleprnsnt

Greanspace s naed synseymoiely with apeon speieas

Gresnway ia a continecus area of vegetation et may or may not be developed az a
trailwsy for e by reopla Geancsys offen connesscet oRen Spaces

Natural arca ks typc of opon sfacs that has boeon mininnally disturbsd by humans se that
native spacies of plants and animals are more prevalent than = peces infroduced by

pacpla.

Oipa spaca 2 lard that s undevaleped oF minimally davalopad and Includas famnlard,

wee il s, nipmrian brads, megedand, Toests ard woodlarus, paibe, cessal lEimds, ol
undevelaped land in wiban sathngs. It 15 also refarmed to o5 greanspaca.

PDOR glands for the purchase of deveoprenlighls. POR progranes oo cormonunilles Lo
tax thamselvae bo previda the funding Far purchece of devalopmant rights for farmiand

Tha geal of PDR pregrams i To prevant devalo proant of lantd 1he comimunity vwizhes o
rarein in Farm production. All POR prograres in Michigan ara vakniary on the pant of tha
larmer.
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EsTABLISHING ELIGIBILITY TC APPLY FOR RECREATION GRANTS

Tha Mahiral Resniirras Trind Find ek (Fart 15 nf 10243 PA 457 ) dabes that boral onis A
guvsinrrnl dry sligible o apply fon grant assisancs hem U Michigan Nelual Resowrcas Tiwsl
Fund. The stafute dafines lacal units of gowsrnment as. * 3 sounby, ciby tousnship, sillage, sehoal
arstrict. e Huron-Chanten Meropoalian Aunonty, or any authonty composed of counties. ciies,
tepabips, vilames ar schasl dicticts, ar army carebination tharaaf, which autberiby io lagally
constnced /o provids publie reereatian.” The enabling e gisiacken for preyding puie eereation R
Michéigan i listed in appendic A

Urder the federal Larsd and Watar Conservation Fund, recraation grants ais alzo available & kecal
urits of gevcmrenent and athor appropiale publc agencies. Howewer, anly the state ean apply

uin I:'L.|.|, lr U Halional Paik Sereioe Fan Hess yranl Tuinds, el all dF.‘.lli...:lﬁ.llE. fiwm boval wnilk=
of gessararneat Fust be sent s the DR

I mebdition to the above cligibifity réguiremesnts, all applicants faron MMRTFE or LWGF grant muast
sibmit a recreation plan o Grants Management. Upon approval of tha recreation plan and in
accodance will e fulloamnyg koo, U lollowe g enbibes becone elgble (o appdy lor recasalion
grants frern the DNR

Local Units of Sovernment Locod unite of govemment ncludgs aties, vilages, tewnships, counfica.
and, Far tha LWGF programanly, Mabva Amarican Tribes.

Raginnal Recraation Sighorifies  Lacal onits of gevarnmand that ey pamicipaia n a racreafion
auilbiaily indude citios, villages, bvmeships, and sodiles, Unless Die recealion awtbrnily & e ly
linsitad in its raks in providing recreazion farths participating cammuinfiss (Sed “Traihway
Commmizseas bolow) those commumilios arg nol cligible b agply e recealion grais scpmalbely,
and Cranks Managermant will not accapt or spprove resrestion plans from Bam

Tesibaey Cammissiona. Aa tha narms irglias, theilvay cormizsiona ars limitad b svwoning and
managing & reginnal tradl o trail syetem | egalbp-asmblished trailsay commissinns may submit
recreativin plans sl estabifish eligibikly lo spply ki eciealon giants, nsddilon, parlbipatiog
corrralhiics that skl saparabs nacraation plan thal addracs thair recteation naads avidision of
Lhez brail e eligibic 1o apgehy Tor cecreation graots om i own,

fululli-Jurisdictional Parks and Recreation Cammittees o Commissians. i acoordance wih =tate
lewy {322 appendiz A), some locol unila of government end, in some casea, scheal districta join
together b famm park and recreation commifices or commissions. while relyining semarate contral of
their park lends. The muti-juresdicteona| commitle: or commizalan senves all of the padicipating
cormmnitios, prasurmably with tha goal of a balar coordinatad and mona efficiant recraation
sysbem. I this sibuation, it is logical Bat one recrcation lan be develeped for all of the participating

comimui nities

Whon & mulh juicdictional comemitos o1 commicticn doet not indapamdontly awn or contrl
parkiand. it cannal apgly [oF recrcaton Qrans thneugh the LINEL.  Howeyor. each unt of govemmont
inchadad in the recreation plan is eligible, provided all af the participating communitics adapt the
plan. CGnce the mulli-prsdictional plan s approved by Grants Management . indradual recreation
plans froom arey of the participating cormrmunBics will il be acce pted,  Unfikes the proccdurs in past
yaars, mofe than aneé of e paricipating comrminities may submit an spplication during & singla
grant eycle and will not be asked b prioritize ammonmg the applcations sulmitied

aehodl Disers, School disiricts may Submic @ recreation plan 2 the DN AR and csablishn gramn
ghigibility i ot least ane <f the follewdng senditions opeiss. In all guses, wibmitting o ssheol district
recraalion plan or includmg a schodl distne's profacts watun a rmul-junsdicienal plan establshes
cligibility For grant funding only when the schoel district provides recreational =oraces pimarily 1o
the general public. nof just to the students within the district.

1. Thi scheal digtriet i a participant n a ool junsdictional recreation plarn

LA fHmr oLl



L, Thee vl dislred B Ure only peoveder of puldic reciealon in e conmeniy. This means
thuara i nn nacraation dapartmant ard o parks cered ar ranagad by tha local onit of
g el i Wi silosdion, oy esisbiog parks o iecication faclfics woukd b owned
and exntrollad by the schosl distriet. When the schoal dishist i the anly reersation
pravider, the school district*s plan would be the anly plan far the commumity, iLe,, here s
i vilkage, ciby. or tewnehip rocroation plan.

F Thee achiocd diztrict B the primany peocider of a types of pulblic recrealion for the community,
Far azarmpls, tha schoel distict may ba raspenmibde for all soffhallelated feclihps and
programs, of may e espensible for the communidy's rotuee confor, Iniles cass, thore

iy be 8 local parks and recieaiion deparment and there may be pak and rearesbon
lawiltias il are ovwarad and rranaged by the unil of goseimiemit

Undcr copdibions £ and S abowe. a schoc dsinet may o may ned elcct (o partkcipate ima mulie-
jurisdictional plan ta establish grant =g ibikky.

CoorDmanon e Pranmim

The imparance of coordinated planndng within @ community, at 8 reglonal kevel, and among
govarnmanl agoncies, prsabo organizations, businasees, and the public is bocoming incroacingly
ciEar, Tne potentinl beneis Include Deter environmental protection; gieater eMcdency In praviding
park and recraation opportunitios; increacad funding councos; greater potental Far tpping inte now,
creaiye veays of accompishing eoreation goals, and snfancing pablic supeart for parks and thodr
'F'rlnnu'ng IFlrnugh rnﬂlage-:.- and other I:.:luing mcthods,

INTEGRATED COMMUNITY PLANMING

Ir penfrout to bhe tradiional monner of thinking about the manogement af parkes within ofies, the
Matlanal Recraation :a_ml Fam Associaion challengss recraaton provtders 19 Think in @anms of cides
cxistingg wdthin parks.  People do nal congregats. recreale, ar simply enjery the suldeors anby iin
park land designated for recreabon purposes.  Thay wse streebs (preferably wih sadevealius),
grecnwdyD, bewn aquores. plazos, marketplosca, sonsarvation londs, and numsraus ofbwr oFcoa,
both publicly and privabaly owned. Nurmmenous indoor facilities, again bolt publicly and privateky
avmed, alao sarve the pulblic in their dexire for recreaticn and spcial conbact.

Taking this perspociag requires thinking and planning boyend the bonders of radiiienal parks toa
park systam connacted by traille. grasrmayes, and obhar publicly-vwed cpaoau. |t may sksc reguire
increased coordinatian wath other public agencies, plivale businEsEes. andéar non- promt
organizations.

For Wiozt: clrmrmmitin Ul baeeg domebogd op g e e pocess of doseloping a oargeelneomsive
rlhn_ the craabinn of the rarreabnn i'||.= n ghauld ba a I'LJI1.FI;|.IFI’ |1=|r|' af that Fﬂan The ranmdnstes of
rocrzation plonnmg wilh vormpechcnsio phanmieg allows o el understambieg of aarent pak and
rectraation neads by sllowing them te ke betler undarstood valhin the curent and haturs
demographic and physical contazt of the camrunity. For axarmpla, when park and traiksay
planning ie inegrated inta the rger planning framework it ie poesibla to battor plan non-meterzed
trads to proside: aiermato JCocss mUTes 0 2ehodds, residcnoes., shaps, [Ieanes, and ainar
deslinabons in addiéan to parks. Undarstanding bow the community is zaned for future growth or
redavaloprmsant ey SSSETm pradcting what and wharos fubr recrealion rasds Wi anse,
Coordinaling parks planning wih strect lnyout and design may lead te the developrnent of
lErdscaped Doulsvards laading te park anfrancas, and allow tramic angmasrs 1o anacipats ha nesd
fer traffic calming structurcs and podestrion bridges over roads noar plamcd noighberhood paks,

Theme cae alsa be envirenmental Denetits from ceprdinated community panning. The cation and
devalaprmant of parke and gred eyt can play an integral rals inwatershed protaction ard the

deuveiopmont of o qrecn infrasiruectur. These bonclits are discussed In more doall ey,

E [lmibers, « T agimlJ B Sall Pab Feuaestion, Open Spove o i Sresirmay Gl os Aloas rl s, VA “Ialinia
Hrnreat ron and <ars Aasociahc 1 1S
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Lol unis of gosaemment ant met reourcd by siae B 10 dovclop comprenensese plans. Homony,
for thoae communiies thot develop cormprehenaive plara. it i srongly recommendad thot the
mcredtion plan be devcliped as 3 part of The comrpreherrsre plan. Organ@Eabons hat can assast n
deyeloging a cornmunity somprebensne plan ave [isded in appendic O

REGIGNAL PLARBING

Caocrdmaling planning at a regional level banefibs parbicipating cormmunities and the emaronment
and i e ven pracical befaits for the Saminunibics myahad. Fof eldmple. By LREONG on 3
regicnal rather than a cormmunity basis, parks and recication staff can averd duglicabng caponsivg
recreatian fadlties and give all cornmunities involved & gieatar voice in planning theye facilities to
bresat sarvia the enlirg neglon, Planning on a regional basiz gioes the plammears 4 larnger ardga inowhich
torleterming the best lacaton for the faciity hased an factars such as the ability b accass the sits
Loy i, prodic lesprapeanle L, aind oo v oo seed s, B poterdid] slbecls of e fawshly oo
sairraumding land usos—both pocitive and nogativie: and the patertial crdnanmnonial offects of tie
lalily—egain, belh posilive ol megalive.,

Far axamale, one communiby planrng alona for a laips ce nnk maant for tagonal use may
doterming thot the onby ovailable ond ia greenficld on the sutokis of the develaped arco. This
leecation wdll [Raly raquire most or all users to drive to the ica rink (possibly cankribufing to traffic
cormgesboa), gid roey reguine e ecleimsion of ulilily services. heeby providisg e ooesis ared
pessibiby this abirmlos far e masad devedapoant surmunding the faciliy an farrmesrhy opsan spacsa
lmrls. By plarening onoa egivoal basis, § ey be peasibls b lecate Hes jcs rmk ionoan alieady -
develnped ama Whan a farildy s hislt in a developed area, the amn tal efact: of

redove pprimenl of Band s rcunding the Ralty ore desscased, as the nliastivclure o suppsil il =
Already in place. In addibon, the tacility may confribute o the revilalization of an area by drawing
Barsinesses that serve e Tacity patrons.,

Simiarly. the cication of parks with natural scttings within urban arcas twhich may necd bo be
accom@lishod through restoration) neay lead to new resids nlial devclopnont surrcunding the park.

Cither bypes nf active-receation farilifies may desas houginesses intn bhe area to semee park imars

Croan |nfractrueturs, Alamy with tha traditienal *gray infrastrusiurs” of raads, water linac, and

SoWors. @ tgrecn nbrasineiiere” QS0 mpraes e qualty of MG wihin 3 community. darden
infrastructure has been defined as, "owr natian's natural ife suppert systerm an intereennacted

netwark of watanvay:. watlands, voodiands, saidita habidats and ofbar nafural Areas, resrmaayvs,
parks, mnd ather conasrabon lands; veorkng Panme, ranches and forestz: and wildemess and ofver
ARE&n SPacas MEl SURRAM native Spadies, Mainkae Rawral edalsgical pretesses, SUSRM SIF and
wnler regsources, and contriibade to o hoatth and qualty of lilc for America’s conmunitics and
people ™ Recmime the elementz of 2 green infractnucturn eroas comemunify banndarios, the
developn el ul a yrewn infiasiucloneg can ooly by accomplistied efleclively Doyl ieyiooal
phanning

The differenes bebecen groen infrastructure and traditionsl conservation iz that green infrostrsetne
plang for canservation in relation fo land davelopment, grovth managament, and fradibanal oray
infrastructurs. Creoling o grecn infrastrucioes is primarity aceormplishaed by planning far the
connenlion of ratural areas and other apen s pace lBocds throogh 8 nebsade of gresnvsays

This systam of conneckad greanspeces allows far tha movamant of wildlite. plants [through seed
and vegonatke propagation) and poeple throwghout the regéon. Thasd connoecdons ane il to tho
survineal of many plart and animal sgecias, sspecially a5 nabaal land & incisasingly fragrmented
Through tha davaprmant of land usas that ara Rhospitabia w0 plant and wikdliie rovsmant. The
benelita of @ graan infresiructure o humens, n tamms of conbibuting to sustairable devaloprsnt
an QuEshty of 1#2. ars Imrmoasuraii.

Viklarched Managermnt  The profactinn nf wabar resnurees fan anly be socamplishad imigh
rriErRgErrsEl gl @ nalkished eeal, Bacioss smleished cross juisdaionmal bourcdaies, @ tegicns]
appraach is necessary.

5 Banedick B = o0 F Kreklabas G Hradn oy Srea—Manesust ncs e e 21 Cerhesy Saaccd Wb
Clarrindfhiouse bocof =3 Zeries Weshingts- DG Aotunn, DCCL
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Land usc and wattr msourcs poeckon canndd e separatced. how and s deyeioped and managoed
within & watershed ia the primary determirent of the heshih of the watersay. Planning far a green
infrasrciune: cantribules to e protedron of Both lafnd and waler resourses, s a comimeh
prachce o develop trails and gresmesays alongside rivea and streans, theraby protecting riparan
areas thraugh Emited strearmaide develepmant. In Fact, riparan woodlands along rivers and
strcaims may peoddc fhe bost basis for derelaping o grecn infrastroctune, Clleer contical
components of 3 heakhy walershed—headwater velands, flood plains, groundwater rechange
araas, and high quality fescer sfreans=—Can be protected thrcuoh the acquisition and deyveleprment
of parks and athar greans paces.

Conirallng Sprawd. In Michigan, land is being developed ot m rato cight times that of population
groasth, primarily due bo a development pattem known a5 sprawd.’ Sprawd can be defined as low
denaity devslopmant on Be Gdges of cites that B poady plnsed, land consumplive, and deaigned
withaut regard to its suroundings. One of the most important benefits of cormprehensive, repianal
planning ia the enhanced ability to control s praed.

Th derscbepimant and mainienance of park land can Be o wital Compenant o he ievdialization of

genbinl etiss. Howmwer. it is not ahvmys possible or even desipkis to leopke all pai land within the
developed araas of o iy, Wbl park land 15 o usuaily consitered 1o b2 2 comgensnt of S prat.
conaurplive land vae pattamas ey be ancouraged by tha lecation and developmwent of parka. To

prevent the sorawd that may acour a5 & result of the establishrment of parks ard protected open
spaces cutaide of city boundonez, the following factors showuld be canadered;

1. Faiks and naluwal areas showld e boiferad by open spece lands (such as Tariland,
terestland, stz ) that have bean protected from mors infense developmeant through
govarnmant or land consarancy ownership, POR programs, cansansation easemants, af
+iher moanz,

2. Siribarky, land glongside (oalds kading o e pash should G2 soned o prevenl dense
carrirmaneial dasvalapanand

3 Inholdings within park and Farest lands are a fanm of aprovd.  Inhaldings frogresnt notural
areds and in domg 56 may impact the environmenial heafth of the park or tarest lJand
Ftamupt wildlife moversnt, and lsaasn tha ameunt of land svailabla far recraational vae
ot of proportion 1o their sze. Far cxampbe. due to the reauiremaent for safety zones of at
lzaut 450 feet surrounding an area of human aclvity, a house built on land surrcunded by
iniiblic recraatian nd aliminates hunting nn 1d R acrex of land - Fliminating inhaldings
and their innpact through scquisitbon o gthor rmecans of chlaining rights in Bnd shaubd bc a
high priosity wehen deciding vwhere bo invest funds,

4. Vhen other fackans are equal, land accessible by existing reads should be acquined
betfan: thasc ol wauld regure the buldmg of rodds 1o public aoooss.

5. Potential parde land should be sdenified in comprehensive, regisnal planning documents.
Wibhen land is desired primmarily for community-based recreatan, patential park land close w
land zanad farfulure high-densiby residenBal use shoukd bo acquired aver land near arsas

Zoned for low-demslly wee, ien the land prapesed for @eguisRion IS o be kept In & natural
ctate, it chouwld profarontialy be curmeunded By land zonad for farming or othor apan cpac

5.

Means te nocemplch regionol planning. Regienal planning is not a requirement when dewcloping
ElanS DUT I3 Sranchy recommendsd. Thara ane o purbar of ran-ayciusive msans by which ractanal
glanning may be accomplishad;

R Y, L o FTEURZ IS, P 19027 O30 L3RG 14885, "CRE PO LANLNAE NSRS
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1. Fegivmal planming invelvieg soly e ecrealion degarbimenls ardian voneiaseans of
N el crearnninitiog | deseribeat] nncksr the “Eatablishing RRgibilitg ta Apply fon
Farvooalion Granls” socon eof this bookkl

2. Imarporating the recreation plan into the comprekensive plan. The anabiling scts far
planning at the ity and village, tewnahip, and county lavels {19231 Act 285 a3 amended,
1853 Act 168 as amendod, and 1945 At 282 as amended, respactivedy| vara amsndad
in 2002 to reguire plaming commiasions b censult with commizaons of contiguaus
communahias whan davslapang comprebansiea plans and o subrret peopesaed plans o
<ach contiguous community for revicw and conwmont boforc adoeption,

A0 Wdth the passape of the Joint Muncpal Fiannmg Aot 2000 Act 2261 it planmng
carmmicciene may ko fermad by e or mere samnvinifias [cities, villages, ar tovmechipe;
but nol countics; @ Carny oul comprehansiye planmmg. nCudng panmng for Fecicatnn

on & regianzl basis.

4, Submitting plans o regienal and county planning commiszions {or N some asas Lo the
kzeal Chamber of Commorgel, swhich review thom ta onciro that they do net sonllict wath
teqlonal or county plans.

PREPARING THE PLAN AND PLAN CONTENT

The plan deally forms the mad rap for the decisions made in the next five years regarding the
pravisen of park andd recication lamnds anrd othoer open spoace Tor the community. & with all
planning efiok:, planners must by o dalermine net only current. bot alsa fubure community needs.
As dizcussed abiva, the coordination of recraation plarming with breadear conmunity and negicnal
planning allows you ko better underctand howve recreation and  apon space planning rolatec (o ather
planning dechsions and how batizr coordination will Imgrove yaur ability to facior population growith,
population demographics. planned transpodation systama and land wuses, among other vanablas
Iriley er recreation plans.

This aection desehbes what informabinm you nesad ta prepae your ptan and wshal wour pdan most
cimilain b Le sppiwvesd by e OB oo b estalilis) aliobnliy e appldying lo recealon gianls
Auring the feeenar porind of tha ieercativn plan. These roouinemaints aetablish minirmum

wlandards, bul gie nol inlended b lenoil vl W plan can corlain, The Fallowarg seclivos of U
plan ara reguirad and arg dateribed balow

«  Comrunity Deserpdiaon

= Adminictrative Structure

« Recreation lmventory

«  Resource Inventory (optienal)

*  Deesepiplion of Uee Plavmnrgg and Pubslic | onpol Progess
= Goals and Qbjectives

= Aetion Program

COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION

Deseripe the prigdiction of your recrcation plon. Ywas the plan peeporcd for o single tewnship or
willage, or does it encompass a larger regian’? Akso desciibe the exbent of the plan becus. B
cuomnple, recrealion plans dévclaped by trodwoy cammissions wiald o ddrioos the scquiaitien and
development of the trail anby. while plans develaped by or for parks and recreabion deparbme nts
vauld prakably inglede all azpects of recrestion, Manz develepsd by a sthoo] diztnick mast
deaeriba tha reeraatian cpparmitie: they proaids in ralabion te thaese paouidad by pares 3nd
recreation departmment or ather 2ntity 22ving the same area.

Unike inthe padl, it is not required that he communiky escrpacn inciude & repaiting of e Locial
and physical charactoristics of the cormunity_ It ie prafarred that the charactanatice that influanes

waur planning be distussed 1ater i the plan. as they relate (o the goals and objaciives your
comamunity develapa.
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APPENDIX B. GOVERNMENT AGENCIES AND NON-PROFIT

CRCANIZATIONS THAT MAY BE OF ASEISTANCE IN PREPARING A PLAN
{4 & provivdad by fra apeackesivganiralions oo S webeiisc
EHE @IcHiNT il e ST RATSENT & O el

BEnNERAL ASSISTANCE

MICHIGAN RFCREATION AND PARK

ASSOCIATION 517- 4B5-S8EE
2485 WOODLAKE CIRCLE SUITE 180 LA Prnpaeyn e Ang

CEEMOE M| 48854

COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING INFORMATION

BMICHIGAN SOCIETY OF PLAHNNING 7349132000
2188 MAIN 5T, SUITF 30N Wy planningml.erg
ANN ARBOR MICHIGAN 48104 i

EMART COMMUNITIES NETWORK
U5 DEFARTMENT OF ENERGY

LAND THFORMATION ACCCES ACCOCIATION

A31-000-3R%5
374 MUMNSON AVENITE 1
TRAVERSE 1T MI 468583

Wty SUSTaInaDe doe poviveeleome shimi

wem s lig w.aigl

ResourcE INVENTORIES AND CONSERVATION PLANNING

LAND TRUST ALLIANGE e
1301 H STREET NA SLIIMTE A0 S T
VVASHINGTON, DG 20005 websle povies
. irfirnation on e regidnal faod conServaiy or
fard froiel i pourr greg)
MICHIGAN MATURAL FEATURES INVENTORY 1 7.t
PO BOJ, 30494 :

& II. ]
LANEING M| 42000 7044 ikl irous Iok ety My

PlLANNING & FONING CENTER, INC

5 17-556-0555
715 N, CEDAR STREET A b Ea
LANSING M 4850855008

CENTER FOR GIS AND REMOTE SENSING

LICHIGAN ETATE UNNVERSITY 7t

R0 S0 MARNLY MILES BUILOING
T FOUTH HARRIGON ROAD
EAST LAMGING M| 48523

v g i3 rmau.e du

] ] HITHDHE (i " PPl



Barpicn-Free AccCasiniLmy

NATIINAL CEN TEHX LN ALCTESSIBILITY

UNNERSITY OF INDLAMA 812-856-4422
2805 B 10" SIKEET, SUITE 190 e ncaanline .org
ELCOMINGTOM M 47408 2608

THE ARCHITECTURAL AND TRANSPORTATION

BARRIERS COMPLIANGE BOARD (THE ACGCESS BN T AR

BOARD)
WY acess-board goe
1331 F STREET MY, SUITE 1000 _ —

VUASHINGTON OC 3004-1111

GREAT LAKES AD.A AND ACCESSIELE LT, CENTER
UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT CHICACD

INSTTTUTE (IN DISARIL ITY AND HUMAN BO0-549-4252
DCVELOPMENT (MG 720) W reatl
1640 ROOBEVEL T ROAD

GHICAGO IL 80605

Universal Desicn

THECENTER FOR UNIWWERSAL DESICH
COLLEGE OF GESIGN

NORTH CARCLIMA STATE UNIVERESITY 800 647 6777

20 PULLEN ROAL, HROOFS HALL, OO 104 vt SRR 1 Bl Ll e R ] U LT
CAMPLIC BOE BE1D

FALEIGH NC. Z7T8=5-8513

ADAPTIVE ENVIRGHNMENTS B17 605 1206 VTTY

A74 CONGRESS STREET, SUITE 34

ROETON. MA 02210 v adapte nv.org

lv @b Sitdn Lo Ll e ey ey and vrgarnicalivie lsled alove Ue AREAANIDE RECREATION
AMND PL ANMING O FARINGHH ISES listed in appendiv G may also be of aszistanece in

prepaning yuun ghan,
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APPENDIX C. A RECOMMENDED CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM FUR LOCAL AND REGIONAL RECREATION
OPEN SPACE AND TRAILS

Clausification  Senmal Deusiplion LosglionCillmba . SimCoiteia

Minl-Park Uipaed T geledroas lirnined, buclatos o Lrbgue 1< tuational | Less thas % imila dlezance i | Betwesan 2500 8, i arel

R .......... |feeevisisaing anemcwinsie

i hilaar braod thhhufhuudpl.lhllrrlhmﬂl-hﬂ:ulﬂhnrh e o i e ol s sl B acies B conskdened

Pari sysimmard sevves as the reorsatiosal and socalfecus | uninevrupied by non-resdeniia| mirimuma size. 5 la 10
of tho nuighboibesl Foos & oninfmal oclho and ru-lhlrdlhlrﬁ]u.nlhn-!. acres is aplrral

S| . st o) —— | — E—

BelmalPaik ﬂu‘pﬂrﬂ‘mmnﬂm mlrﬂirq ik il Detanrrimit by locatien of sdwoal Waiia blu=doporels an
‘wehioe] ailes can Bl B oseise repdremants fer alher | cissic] propamiy unition
s of parks, wich au nuighberhoud, sommanty,

5mﬂ=|rﬁh:lrliﬂ-pi:ﬂu|.-

Comimmnily |Mhmrmmm#tﬂhﬂd Eurk, lehrrmﬂhrﬂwmhrﬁ iﬁtﬂﬂdhwﬂm
Prark; ian smrmran kel tessmatmn resds sufabilly of Bw e, Usiolly corven | dovtinnd ueos. Usually
inﬂlimmhmu-imnmm |hwllnnl mmlrﬂﬂh1MnHldﬂlm

3 mde distance.
L--n- Urlaan iL-u-ul-ub.rﬂwlu srrvw @ Liosdai puiporos than iﬂﬂ-ﬂ-hrﬁh' il qn.t-llnﬂ:l l-lqt-u-r-hdhmrr-m-.iﬂd
imrminily parks aed aig wsed whos commurily amd suiaidily of tho sie. Usimlly sorvae  dosiod pees. Usualy a
| hﬁdpﬂhll!rﬂwhml}immﬂlnlﬂiﬂtﬂf | et of &3 acees, vk
of B comruinky. Fosm is on meeting cormmunity ‘.I'Eirrrlrll-'-hh.
Ibasad recrastioral nands. se well 26 presareing unimua | | optirmal
e —— inng=ropes omdopenspoens. gy
Malvnal L'n'ldll | muidde for prosoevalion o signilicant natual mmwm l:ﬂ MNariablo.
Rerourcs ml'l'l'_.ll'ﬂ inndecapes, opan space, and viusi 'nppnr:urll‘.'_t
'u.:.T,-_m.m_' e ST ST ey (B0 BT St reer
4 emnlirmrue pak sriranmont. ,oppaituniy. )
Spuris | St bistes Imavily progsmsred sthhbc Bukh |w-rfluuuu commrutily | Delasimiud by propecied
Complex ] anarcinbad o e 1o Raegar ured Peoms wiwe wirhe Lol Riey, |d|.|rlrld Uity a
stratmghoaly beabmd houghed the communty. et of 25 acews. vk
[ by EOD) v oy
e - R ..
Hlﬂlllllhi Clonsars & broad rargs of parks and recraston fodiile H'mﬂ”'ﬁﬂ miﬂl I Warab,

cricmilid Sows il Gingie- PRIDUT0 WEL.
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Clssaiication  Gaiarsl Description Lecalidn Oriterts ' Size Cothéria
Fuiuate Pk 'hhmuﬂmmumm Imhmdnm—ﬂhm T e
RCragabion Facility | csmsed el Coninbibe 1o thel publc park and | i
quum e
Cinusificniion Genenmi Desevipion” — 7 "Descripiion &f each type =
Paire Trad| hulpuipess s kenled '-'Ihmn pn-ln = Typal B:plm’mﬁm hard surtneed traksfar
|l Pirtutsl ressairce sread. Focus ian Moreatiohal|  pedestiast of bisyclints / in-ing dkaers.
il s @nd haArPnery veii il aniennrnend = Typa |l bulpapess Pares e mralls dnr pada amions e
{ | okpcistetineine ckators,
= Type N2 Mahas Fuil ff padesens, Moy bs hand- oF #08-
auillsowl.
Connectar Trail | Lillipipese tals Bt snphusies aate bausl foe _’ Tyt || Cuspin b sagla-purpous. kandwrfncsd trala s
pedesitar b and R paes &nd aroured the | pedasinass o pieyelish ; ininé skiaters Wigaled n
comunity, ol bs os nuach on Erarecortitos a8 IR n] L, (8 0, Chd ClArod £, 0
R on recreation f=  Type Il Separsiesingit-pupese hard-surfaced trais b
| pdasinass of bicpclniin.ne skatens. Typicaly Redabed
Dh-Strast Paved sogmeres of radeay s Tt sorys 5 4 Moans | D Roese: DosgRao portions of the rmodvway far the
HR WS 59 sty SCparats becyehsts Inom whhituioe irafi pEleienaal &F aclus ke uie of bicyriss.
Beban Lutren: Sharel puiorta e of D smadbny that pravce
i Baparaton Bcfwoon rRokor veickes and becyclisls, soch 78 pandd
3 P | = =
A.l '!I‘irr:lll Hll.r f'-d'_!mfﬂ' qllhrrun {n-.ul.rnh| hl.:l. Ei-y-n purpnq.n I.nq-l:m-.my HHI'IE[FFFII"H.'IH
Wl Cenoes s | ] _Ir-h.lr.ﬂr-—lllluu. o
-:Inhl-ﬁmlrwﬂi |Tnﬂldrnhrhll¢tlrﬂ'lhhlhrﬂwtmﬂ-|LWb lrmis utﬂrrhhhﬂhihwwhilﬂmluriﬂhm
Tiranil ety dhang. i [ Bnwaa.
Eruestrinn Tradl |Tr-hdlunb|-lhrm iling |lnﬂp'rrnh ulnluh-hﬂhhmurpﬂllmmrinw—
BFRAS. FoArAMTAAS Savalopad B3 B pUrTEas vl Riang aed Al
| i rerrain hiing whese eonficts cun he eonmalied
Acdrnd Frnw

Lurcuelsr, B A Cd Tec-eslion Saikiw Cpen Sorce Sardse and Tuide nei Semirvdin VY adoral Mesnksticr o Fadk Sioociation. 1983
Wy LG oo B Hall Myl Sepeuwiivrn, Craem S i S wvwrgy Gy Ui, A e, WA, Rt Rnstion s My dgamiugion 1863
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APPENDIX D. BARRIER FREE ACCESSIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR PARKS

Racreational araas, facilibses, and pregrams play an impertant rela in tha ife of tha serrmunity: tharelers it
gesanbal that peopa with disabities have an equal opportimty 0 anjol thesd areas and any programs
previded. Mederal and state bwes prohibd discrirination on fhe basis of disabilgy. and these lave apply o
parks and cther recreation lbnds and programs controlied and operabed by local wnits of govamnmant. The
OHR haa a strong commtrcent fo bamer free necrcational oppaortuni@cs in own Copartmme nt-rana ged prosg i
and feciliies. The cormrmitment extends to thoase communities thal raceive recrealion grants.

Under the slate Ublzatan of Public Facil#ies by the Physically Lireted Act (1268 PA 1, & amended) all public
facites, Inciudmg mprosed arcas Eeed o recreation, must et e Barmar fiee dosign rednernents
aontained inthe stote sonatrestion eode, Under this aot, the administralien and enforeement related to barner
frae design requiremants are wastad in the local or skele government apancy responsible for issuing = building
parmit. I ihe project does not feguire & bulding parmit, adminiztration and erforcament of barriar fres design
requirements are vested in the Depadmeant of | abor and Feonamic Growdh

fng rageast for an axceplion to ba barar free desgn rnl:r.li-:n'nn!: of the state corchiction coda musk ba
sUbenined o the Banlar Fraa Design Board, wiiin (e Dapamment of Labor and Econarmic Growth {571 T=2471=
93005, The Barricr Free Deségn Boord hns the responsibility te recoie, reviewy, and procsss requests for
grcEptans © bamar free desion speclicotions; reguirgd appiocpriats eoguralant altarnativas whan asceptians
gre grantcd: and receive, preccos, and make recommendationa for basries froc deaign naloa.

Geoauss e slale constradion goude does nol apply & rany ievaenlion kealilies, s eossenlEl Bl wow alse be
awara of and undarstand the avisting fadaral quidalies eavaring thess tppas of Macilites. In Juby 2004, tha
Pedderal Archilociuil and Tramsponalion Banicrs Cempliare: Bomd dereem as e Ao ss Board) issood
upcated guidalines, antalad the Amwancane with Disabiltice Act Accoesibilty Guidolines (ADABRS). Tor now er
atered faclities coverad by the B mencans vath Ussa ikbes Sct of 18850 (Fubbc Law TU0-335 or he
Archifociural Barriore Act of 1868 (Pulblic Law 80-180). Thazo guideines chould avcontually bo adopted az

emarceabie standards.  Undil thal oscirs. the exsting ADAAL standands must be Iodloved when the B
conflct

Irvshuded in lbo upsdoled ADARAG are leohiical provisions for o momdae of ppes of iccoalon eililics, inchedirg
play areas, amusement rides, hoating facilitias, fishing peers and platforms, golf coureas miniature goll
cowsas, shooting facilties, sasmming and wading pools. and spas.  Technical provisions for thase recrazton
fasditice de nat axict in the current AADAG. The Accces Board hae ales prapossd guidelinoes far e ports

facamcs. rals, Deaches, and plonic and camging arcas. vWihike nong of these guidcdines has Wi beon adopiod
as fedaral slandasds, they represent the beut informatian avalable an developing barriar free recrcation

facilfles and oy ba upheld 0 a coun of lave TheraTor. thay should b3 ratamad 10 wihan desianing newr ar
renevated reorention faciitios.

A sl ol puldic sgencies aod oogenicatione el can asasisl oo with questionms regamdieg Laoien fiee acceasililty
and unkrersal design le provided in appendice B
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APPCNDIX E. SUGGCSTED FACILITY DOVELOPMENT STANDARDS
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EPIC » MRA - Watertown Charter Township Survey = October/November 2007
[FREQUENCY REPORT of SURVEY RESPONSES - 458 SAMPLE - ERROR £4.6%|
SEQUENCE #

Watertown Charter Township is conducting a survey of residents in order 10 help township
afficials better serve the citizens and to assist in planning for the future. This questionnuire has
been sent to all households in the township in an effon to capture the widest possible expressions
of opinion. Please take a few minutes to complete the questionnaire and retumn it in the supplied
postage-paid envelope. Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Are you currently registered to vote at the address ta which this questionnaire was delivered?
N o= 458
7% Yes

3% No GOTOQ2

0. Voler turnout in elections when local offices or local ballol proposals such as bonding or tax
related issues are on the ballot, have much lower turmout than elections when offices such as
president or governor are on the ballot, Thinking about local elections in Watertown Chanter
Township - would you say that you vote all the time, most of the time, only about half the time,

seldom or never?
N=4d]

24% Al the e
46%  Most of the tme
16%  About hall of the time
1%  Seldom
4%  Never

02, Owerall, do vou think Watertown Chaner Township is headed in the right direction, or, do
you think that things are pretty senously off on the wrong track?

N = 185

B0%  Righ direction

200  Wrong irack
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The following iz a hist of the services thal communities provide for their residents 10 address
commaon problems or issues. For each item, please indicate if you think Wateriown Charier

Township is doing enough in that area, if you think g0 much is being done or if more should be
done tio adidress a problem. If MORE needs to be done, please indscate iff vou think much more
or somewhat more should be done in the area?

Mone Too
Mgy S Total Erogh Muoch  undec
20 Working with neighborhood groups 5% 2% 17% 3% 3% 43%
21 Providing public police protection 2% 1% (SBW 1% 9%
22 Auracting businesses to the arca 12%  20% 32% 40% 1% 17%
_23 Providing effective fire protection 4% 10%  14% T4%  S% %
24 Offering enough activities for young people 6% % 0% 4% S% 1%
_25  Providing cican, affordable dnnking water 0% 17% 23% 39% 3% 16%
26 _I'uluinmninn township roacds 12%  26% 38% S6% 2% 4%
27 Emnmlilu; population growth and development 19%  25% 44% 37% 6% 13%
28 Working cooperstively with other local units of
government and county government 6% 12% 18% 47% 2% 11%
_2% _Mamnizining parks and recreational facilities % % 11% A% P
30 Providing fair and sccurale property tax assessments 4%  19%  33%  50% T %
31 _FProviding programs for senior citizens % 1% tﬁ'.."". 30% J_!_'.If-'é 41%
_32 _Making -y medical response available A% TSH IB%EEJE I 3% 1%
_33 _Providing the right budget priorities 0% 18% BY-TR 1% 1%
_34  Keeping residents informed about problems, issues,
programs and evenis 1 5% H% 1% %
35 _Protecting prime farmiand and open space fuﬁ"‘% C52%) 0% 6% 1%
_36 _Preserving natural vegetation in the township 1% 9% % 14%
_37  Kecping as much of the rural character and historic
township landscape as possible 8% 0% A% 3% %
_3% _Preserving as much wildlile habitat as possible I 2% AT AW %
39 _Preventing excessive soil erosion in the area 12% 1% 3% 46% 2% 2%
_40 _Protecting wetland areas in the ownship 3% 23%  36% 42% 6% lo%
_41  Controlling the excessive use of pesticides, herbicides
and other chemicals 4% 1B% 3% 39% 2% 2%
42 _Limiting leaf and rubbish burning M 1% 19% s 12%  12%
43 _Offering enough recreational opportunitics M 4% 1% % 18%
44 _Controlling speeding cars on wownship roads 2% % 45% % T4

EPIC » MRA - Wagrionan Charter Township
Ml Swrvey
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EPIC + MRA - Watericwn Charter Towniip

Meril Sierwey
Clerober 2007

N : Hii e " Too
Mucy joug Totsl Enough Much e

_2%  Maintining parks and recrestional facilities I B % T6% 4% o
_23 Providing effective fire protection 4% 10%  14% T4% % ™%
_32  Making emergency medical response available A% 15% 19% 63% 3% 15%
_43  Differing enough recreational opportunitics 4% 4% 18% 59% Me 18%
_21 Providing public police protection B% 2% 1% SE% %W 9%
42 Limiting leaf and rubbish burning o 1% 19% 3T%  12% 12%
A" MBI NI D Wit 2% 2% 38% S6% % 4%
34 Keeping residents informed about problems, issues,

programs and events A% 2w 30% A% 1% 6%
_H_Providing fair and accurate property tax assessments 4% 9% __;ﬁ 32% T %
_28  Working cooperatively with other local units of

govemment and county government % 12% 18% 4% 1% 13%
39 Preventing excessive sobl erosion in the arca 12%  19% 31% ﬂ-E“r-i- % 20%
_24  Offering enough activities for young people 6% 14% 20% % S%  31%
44 Comtrolling speeding cars on township roads A% WU 5% M% AN ™%
38 _Preserving as much wildlife habitat as possible A% 28% 45% 42% 4% 9%
40 Protecting wetland areas in the township 13% 3% 36% o 4% 6% | 6%
21 Anracting businesses 10 the area 12% 0% 33% 40% 1% 1%
37 Keeping as much of the rural character and histone ™~

township landscape as possible IB%  30% 48% 40% 3% %
25 Providing clean, affordable drinking water 0% 12% 22% 39% 3%  36%
31 _Providing programs for senior citizens A% 1% 16% 3% 4% 4%
36 Preserving natural vegetation in the township 6%  26% 42% 3P % 4%
41 Controlling the excessive use of pesticides, herbicides

_and other chemicals 4%  18% 32% 19% 2% 2T%
33 Providing the right budges prioritics 10%  18% 28% 3B% 1% 1%
20 _"u"f'nlkmg with neighborhood groups ShoOI2% IT% 37% 3% 43%
27 Controlling population growth and development 9%  25% M% 3T% 6%  13%
35 _Protecting prime farmiand and open space n% I 5% 0% 6% 1%
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The following 15 a list of some of the services available to Watertown Charter Township
residents provided either by the Clinton County povernment or from the Township. For exch one,
please offer a mting for that service, by giving a Positive Rating of excellent or preity good, OR

a Negative Rating of only fair or poor. The first ared is...

45
46
47
48
49
50
_51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
_61

EPIC » MRA = Warertown Charter Townsiop

Ml Sirvew
ctober 2007

POSITIVE NEGATIVE

P, Gooo Total Fam  poon Total undec
_Fui:i:npmln:tim % 3% 1% 6% 4% P
Fire protection WU 5% m B 3% 11% 0%
_.I'thllﬂnﬂiﬂﬁ'iﬂ:! 4% 4% 63% &% 3% 11% 26%
Zoning code enforcement % I 44% 1% 6% 2% 3%
Street and ad maintenance M S5% S9% WM 1IN 3T% 4%
Ammal control % 43% 48%  16%  Th 3% 2%
_ﬁmw:niir::r:mnv-l B 53 61% MM oM 3% 6%
_Itnn:,'cling 0% 4% % 15N 14w DI% TH
Cemetery upkeep & mainienance 2% 6% S8% 3% 1N 4% 1E%
Maintenanice of township property 6% 3% TI% 6% 1% 7% 2%
Building code enforcement o It% 1% % 14% 39%
The quality of the park sysicm 6%  ss% [T1%) T M 9% 20%
A quality library system 0% 33% 3% (4% 5% 19% 38%
_Hrl:rmimul programs and activities 6% 4D%  46%  12% W 18%  16%
Senior cilizen programs & services I 5% 8% 4% s 19% 5i%
_Youth programs and services A% J0% 4% 3% 6% 19% 4T%
Ditch cleaning 3% 9% 3% 0% 13% 3% 35%



05 45-61 Rank ORDER; HIGHEST TO LOWEST *POSITIVE™ Posmive NEGATIVE

N prn Goog Total Fam  Pooe  Total e
#4146 Fire protection % 5% T9% B 3N 1% 10%
#4454 Maintenance of township property 6% 5% TI% &% 1% 1% 2%
418 56 ~The quality of the park system 6% 55% T1% T 1% 9% 20%
444 45 Police protection BN 3o 67%  18% & 4% 9%
#4152 Recycling % A% 6% 5%  14% 9% 7%
‘47 _47  Ambulance services 4% 9% 63% 8% 3% 11% 26%
4% 51 Snow and ice removal B%  S1% 6% 24% o 33% 6%
#4849 Streel and road maintenance % 5% 59% 26% 1% 3T% 4%
419 53 Cemetery upkeep & maintenance % J6% 58% 3% 1% 4% 38%
4% 50 Ammal control $%  41% 48%  16% W 13% 19%
49 55 Building code cnforcement 9% IR% 47% 1% I% 4% 19%
40 58 Recreational programs and nctivities 6%  40% 46% I2% 6% 18% 6%
47 48 Zoning code enforcement 6% 38% % ITH 6% 23% 3%
230 Aquelily libeny Sy 0% 33% 43% % 5% 19% 3%
46 60 Youth programs and services % 30% 3% 1% 6% 19% 4%
436 _61 Ditch cleaning M 29 32% 20%  13% 3% 5%
#4059 Senior citizen programs & services % 25% 28% 4% 5% 19% 31%

EPIC » MRA - Watertown Charter Townghip
Meril Survey
Ocrober 2007
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82 Regardiess of how you indicated you would vote earlicr, if up to a 3 mill increase used
ﬂ:lmwﬂ?lnﬁnd.llthhngﬁhuchnﬂ?mﬁuﬂmtllyhﬂﬂﬂmhhshmmhulm::
service were on the ballot, but the proposal also call sucts ]
millage, would that make you ...

N = 464

0%  much more likely o vote for the proposal

3%  somewhat more likely

53%  Total MORE LIKELY

A% Would have po influence

_83. Currently, residents of Watertown Charter Township receive police protection as part of the
Clinton County Shenff™s Department routing road patrol, Do you think that Watertown Charter
Township should establish a police department of its own, or should the Township continue to
receive police services from the SherifT's Depaniment?
N o= ddd

£%  Should establish a police department of its own
92%  Should continue 1o receive police services from the county shenffs office

_B4. Do vou or anyone else in your household ever visit any of the parks or other recreation
facilities maintained by the Township?
N =449
18%  Yes, respondent has
4%  Yes, another in the houschold has
3%%  Yes, respondent and others in houschald have
43%  No one has FLEASE GO TO Q87

_B3. Which park or other facility of the Watertown Township Recreanon Depantment did you or
another household member most recently use?
N =255
47  Heritage Park
#4%  Looking Gless Park
2%  The soccer fields
6%  Wallace Watt Community Center (“the Gym"™)
1%  The softball fields

EFIC = MEA = Wateriown Charier Township
Mail Survey
Octaber 2007
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_B6. When you or another household member visits a park, what activity do you normally

engtage in the most?
N=224
29%  Walking %%  Canoeing
16%  Kids" playground 4%  Tennis
11%  Picnic 3%  Fishing
11%  Sports 2%  Biking
8%  Family gathering 1%  Acrobics
§%  Relaxing 1%  Festival/parade

1%  lce skating

_E7 a-b. If Watertown Charter Township has to cut the township budget, what one or two
programs or services do you think should be cut first to balance the budget?

M= 281
19%  Recreation 2%  Animal control
2%  Township stafl 2%  Cemetery maintenance
5%  Office overhead % Zoning
5%  Poark maintenance 1% Ambulance
5%  Senior programs 1%  Building code enforcement
4%  Recycling 1%  Business recruitment
4%  Trustec salaries 1%  Police
4%  Youth programs 1%  Roud maintenance
1%  Ditch cleaning 1%  Roads
1%  Fire department 1% Sewers
3%  Library 2% Undecided/don"t know

_B8a-b. What one or two programs or services would you want protected the most?
N = 284

30%  Fire department 2%  Environment
2%  Police 2%  Snow removal
9%  Road maintenance 2%  Zoning
6%  Park maintenance 1%  Cemeferv maintenance
3%  Recycling 1%  Community center
4%  HRoads 1%  Library
3%  Recreation 1%  Youth

programs
1%  Undecided/don't know

EPIC » MRA — Watertown Charter Township
Ml Survey
Cctober 2007
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89 a - b, If Watertown Charter Township had additional funding in the future from increased
1 revenues from growth in the area, in what one or two new or existing program arcas would
yvou like 1o see any additional funding used for?

=288
15%  Pave/improve roads 2%  Water/sewer
12%  Emergency service 1%  Business recruitment
10%  Police 1%  Expand utilities
9%  Parks and recreation 1%  Librory
8%  Curbside recycling 1%  More communication
£%  Tax refund 1%  Senior programs
6%  Protect environment 1%  Snowfice removal
3%  Bike paths 1%  Township hall
3%  Land preservation 2%  Other
2%  Better cable/internet 11%  Undecided/don’t know
O another topic. ..

90, Would you favor or oppose the establishment of a program that would pay farmers o
preserve prime farmland in the area and not to sell their land for development? [IF FAVOR/
OPPOSE] Would that be strongly or somewhat?

Nmdad

I strongly oppose

I 8% somewlat opposs

45%  Total OPPOSE

29%  somewlat fnvior

0%  strongly favor

55%  Toial FAYVOR

91, If Watertown Township places a tax increase on the ballot for 1 mill 1o provide funding for
a frmland preservation program, which would raise $240,000 per year to be used 1o purchase
the development rights to prime farmland in the ares — the tax increase would cost the owner of a
home with a market value of $100,000 or a taxable value of $50,000, an additional $50 per year
in taxes. Knowing this, if the election were held today, would you vote yes in favor of the tax
increase proposal or no Lo oppaose if?

N o= ddd

13%  would definiely voie YES

25%  “lean™ toward voting YES

38% Toul YES

43%  would definitely vote NO

| 9% “lean” toward voting NO

62%  Tatal NO

EPIC » MRA = Waiertown Charter Township
Mo Survey
Chetoder 07



