
 

 

 

• Coordinating a range of local projects that support the work of 
the Michigan Good Food Charter. 

• Securing over $12 million in grant funding over the past five 
years to support local food projects in Michigan. 

• Leading the development of a new food hub in Traverse City. 

• Administering Michigan’s FoodCorps service program which  
reaches thousands of school children across the state each 
year. 

• Building a local food system in the Upper Peninsula through 
www.upfoodexchange.com, food sovereignty programs with 
area Tribes, and programs by the MSU Upper Peninsula 
Research and Extension Center. 

• Educating consumers through MSU Extension’s Michigan 
Fresh campaign at seven farmers markets across Michigan.  

• Launching Lansing’s Food 
Innovation District and the new 
Food Product Innovation Center.  

• Helping to expand local food 
purchasing by K-12 schools, 
hospitals, colleges and 
universities through 
www.CultivateMichigan.org    

Sign up for our free monthly          
e-newsletter at 

http://www.msue.anr.msu.edu  

Upcoming Events:   
  

For a list of upcoming 
Community Food 
System and related 
events, 
visit the MSU Extension 
website: 
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/  
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Growing Michigan’s Good Food 

MSUE Community Food Systems Workgroup http://msue.anr.msu.edu/topic/info/community_food_systems 

Randy Bell   bellr@anr.msu.edu    Based in Lansing, MI   Areas of focus: increasing economic development impact of local 
and regional food, food hub development and food policy councils 
 
Mariel Borgman   mborgm@anr.msu.edu   Based in Kalamazoo, MI   Areas of focus: Michigan Fresh consumer education in 
farmers markets, on-farm food safety, FSMA, food hubs and farm-to-institution 
 
Julia Darnton  darntonj@anr.msu.edu   Work Team Co-Lead.  Based in Flint and Saginaw, MI   Areas of focus: farm-to-
institution, farmers markets, consumer education through Michigan Fresh 
 
Jae Gerhart  gerhart1@anr.msu.edu  Based in Washtenaw County. Areas of focus: building local food networks, increasing 
economic development through local food transactions 
 
Kristine Hahn   hahnk@anr.msu.edu   Based in Detroit, MI   Areas of focus: school gardens, community gardens and 
Michigan Fresh 
 
Will Jaquinde  jaquinde@anr.msu.edu   Based in Novi, MI at the MSU Tollgate Farm. Areas of focus: sustainable agriculture 
and vegetable production, CSA coordinator, food and agriculture education and local food sourcing 
 
Alan Jaros   jaros@msu.edu     Based in Novi, MI  and the MSU Tollgate Farm.  Areas of focus:  K-12 local food system 
education, small-scale farm production methods and education 
 
Ashley McFarland   ashleymc@anr.msu.edu   Based in Chatham, MI at the MSU North Farm.  Areas of focus: Supporting 
the local food system in the Upper Peninsula, launching a new farm incubator program, identifying local food markets for 
traditional field crops, including malting barley 
 
Terry McLean     mcleant@anr.msu.edu    Based in Flint, MI    Areas of focus: state administrator of the FoodCorps service 
program, food hubs, urban agriculture, hoop houses, community gardens, farm-to-school, Michigan Fresh 
 
Kat O’Donnell   odonne94@msu.edu    
 
Rich Pirog  rspirog@msu.edu    Based in East Lansing, MI at Michigan State University    Areas of focus: serving as 
associate director of the MSU Center for Regional Food Systems, facilitating the Michigan Food Hub Network, supporting 
the Michigan Livestock Workgroup and researching the economic impacts of local food systems 
 
Rob Sirrine, PhD  sirrine@msu.edu  Based in Suttons Bay, MI    Areas of focus: food hub development, hops production and 
research, local food system development in the Traverse City region, expansion of Michigan’s craft brewing industry and the 
farm-to-glass movement 
 
Collin Thompson   thom1264@anr.msu.edu     Based in Chatham, MI at the MSU North Farm.   Areas of focus: Supporting 
the local food system in the Upper Peninsula, leading a farm incubator program and other farmer training efforts 
 
Michelle Walk    walkmich@msu.edu   Based in Sault Ste. Marie, MI    Areas of focus: Food hubs, regional food initiatives, 
farmers markets, farm-to-school, school gardens & hoop houses, agri-tourism, culinary tourism, farm-to-restaurant, farm 
food safety, Federally Recognized Tribes Extension Program (FRTEP), Tribal community food systems, food sovereignty, 
building partnerships with tribes and inter-tribal opportunities for food system development (including GAP), Cottage Food 
Law licensing and regulation 
 
Wendy Wieland   wieland5@anr.msu.edu   Based in Petoskey, MI    Areas of focus: food business development as a MSU 
Product Center Counselor, supporting start-up farmers, Cottage Food Law, food hub and food alliance/networks, 
agri/culinary tourism, farmers markets and farmer education, Northwest Michigan Small Farm Conference. 
 
Kendra Wills   willsk@anr.msu.edu   Based in Grand Rapids, MI    Areas of focus: farm-to-school, local food sourcing, 
consumer education through the Michigan Fresh campaign, supporting West Michigan farmers markets, and supporting the 
Lake County Community Food Council 
 
Kaitlin Wojciak  kaitwoj@anr.msu.edu  Based in Clinton Township, MI    Areas of focus: farm-to-institution through 
CultivateMichigan.org, food policy, food access, equitable food systems, urban agriculture, school gardens 
 
Garrett Ziegler   zieglerg@anr.msu.edu   Work Team Co-Lead.  Based in Grand Rapids, MI    Areas of focus: Local farm 
network development, community supported agriculture, farm-to-institution and food policy council development  
 
To contact your county office, call 1-888-678-3464 or visit www.msue.anr.msu.edu  
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