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Example Outline of Research Questions, Statements & Categories for Group Research
2007–08 Michigan 4‑H Youth Conservation Council

Topic: Phosphorus Levels in Rivers & Lakes

· Funding (Economic and social impacts and solutions?)
· Green fee – paid by Michigan residents for environmental programs

· Bonds for clean up (Kalamazoo Gazette)

· Including income and royalties tax?
· State parks/license plates

· Save money with lower phosphorus levels?
· Causes and Effects/Impact (science and environmental impacts?)
· Sources, controls, health (groundwater) tourism
· Fertilizers
· Fertilizer Substitutes

· Septic systems
· Process
· 11th most abundant, required for plant growth, most phosphorus comes from mineral deposits, phosphorus cycle, harmful algal blooms, muck

· High concentrations in lakes, Bay County, cooperative lakes monitoring program

· Eutrophication
· Education (Existing and potential education programs?)
· Voluntary environmental programs that exist
· MAEAP, Michigan Groundwater Stewardship Program, DEQ MEECS Water Quality

· General public, farmers, public officials, homeowners, city commissioners, MSU Extension

· Applicator training, lawn tests
· Legislation (Existing and potential legislation?)
· Laws, bills

· Allegan, Bay, Muskegon and Ottawa counties as models?

· SB362 and SB152 (dish detergent)

· Enforcing levels, phosphorus ban in lawn fertilizers statewide

· Laundry detergent (1972)

· Indiana and Pennsylvania have active bills

· Success stories: Minnesota, other examples of reversing pollution, Washington State[image: image1.png]
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