Writing a Group Focus Statement
Introduction
Working as a group to determine a clear focus to your research is VERY important. Ask yourself the following questions. Writing a focus statement will help you work together on the project and identify more effective recommendations for government and citizen action. Keep these ideas in mind as you delve into your chosen topic!
What is the issue?
· _________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
· _________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

Why did we select this issue to research?

· _________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

How do we propose to approach and solve the issue based on our research?

· _________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

As a group, use these ideas to write a focus statement:
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Sample Focus Statements:
· Expanding Recycling & Solid Waste Reduction (2005–06) – The focus of the Michigan 4‑H Youth Conservation Council is to encourage policy makers and stakeholders at the state and county levels to improve local recycling programs through education, innovative strategies, and incentives. This will be supported through revenue generating sources to reduce the solid waste stream in Michigan.

· Focus Statement Sample: Land Use & Cool Cities (2006–07) – The focus of the Michigan 4‑H Youth Conservation Council is to support the use of education, incentives and deterrents to increase government collaboration at all levels, promote smart growth and urban revitalization while discouraging green space development.

· Focus Statement Sample: Phosphorus Levels in Lakes & Rivers (2007–08) – The focus of the Michigan 4‑H Youth Conservation Council is to provide information on the environmental consequences of phosphorus pollution as well as advocate the reduction of harmful levels of phosphorus in bodies of water caused by human practices through education, legislation and the continuation of existing environmental management programs by using new funding plans.
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