
Back to chemical and other injuries

Glyphosate injury (Roundup) 
Glyphosate is absorbed by green plant tissue 
(bark, leaves) and then moves within the plant. 
Branches or canes exposed early in the year 
usually stop growing and eventually die. When 
branches are exposed later in the season, 
absorbed glyphosate can move throughout the 
plant. 

Severe injury or plant death may occur the next 
spring. Branches exposed the previous year pro-
duce stunted growth with small, narrow, chlorotic 
leaves. Symptoms may persist for 1 to 3 years.

Mottled chlorotic  
appearance of leaves 2 
weeks after exposure to 
glyphosate.

Small, narrow blueberry 
leaves resulting from 
glyphosate exposure 
during the previous 
summer.

http://blueberries.msu.edu/chemical_other_injury/

