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RESEARCH INTERESTS: Rwanda identified horticulture as a priority development sector that
should be a job-intensive and investment-attracting industry due to its natural soils and climatic
conditions, as well as an abundant and hard working labor force. Tomato is the most important
horticultural crop in Rwanda, produced by small and medium growers for home consumption and
as a source of income. It is the principal crop sold among other horticulture crops.

However, tomato production in Rwanda is now threatened by a leaf miner, Tuta absoluta, which can
cause the loss up to 100% of total tomato production. Tuta absoluta outbreak in Rwanda was
reported by FAO in the year 2015. Because tomatoes play a key role in diversifying the economic
and agricultural sectors of Rwanda, this threat to their production cannot be ignored. Thus,
Assinapol’s research interest is “Development of a sustainable IPM and surveillance program for
the invasive tomato leaf miner, Tuta absoluta (Meyrick), in Rwanda”.



PERSONAL STATEMENT: Upon completion PhD studies in horticulture, Assinapol will contribute
efficiently to horticulture sector development in Rwanda through development of technologies
that ensure production of high quality and environmentally friendly horticulture products which
are competitive for sale in regional and international markets.

WHEN | AM NOT WORKING I ENJOY: Assinapol enjoys jogging, swimming, worshipping the al-
mighty God, listening to gospel songs and reading books/e-books and scholar articles.



