
Connecting Entrepreneurial Communities 2021 
Resilience, Recovery, Reconnecting
A virtual conference, held every Tuesday and Thursday in 
October

Session RFP: Deadline July 2, 2021

We need your stories and expertise for the 2021 Conference to make it awesome! Connecting

Entrepreneurial Communities (CEC) conference is a community development program designed for

stakeholders, economic developers, businesses, local government, educators, and nonprofits to

create a network that increases a community’s potential for entrepreneurship. The CEC program

normally culminates in an annual in-person conference held every October in towns across

Michigan where participants attend seminars in downtown businesses to share ideas and learn

best practices.

This year the conference will be virtual with sixteen (16) 45-minute sessions offered throughout

October.  Proposals can share successes and challenges within one or more of the thematic areas

of Resilience, Recovery, and Reconnection.  To fend off virtual conference fatigue, consider

including content delivered in a creative or innovative manner. We ask you to define creativity for

yourselves within the virtual conference framework. Consider adding an interview, video,

on-location presentation/tour, something cool, music, art, puns, trivia?  It’s all on the table!

We invite you to submit a Session Proposal to share your ideas with other communities!

● Resilience: A measure of the sustained ability of a community to utilize available resources to

respond to, withstand, and recover from adverse situations. Sessions under this broad resiliency

category could highlight how a community has adapted or used existing systems to support areas

such as housing options, physical/emotional support, natural systems/parks, shoreline

protection/high water, economic development, transportation, Wi-Fi access.

● Recovery: The ability of communities to identify critical assets, facilities, and other services within

public health, emergency management, health care, human services, mental/behavioral health, and

the environment to guide and prioritize recovery operations. Examples of recovery might include

how to assess the community’s current assets/constraints, business assistance and supports

(financial resources, counseling, etc.), financial impacts of COVID on government revenue,

identifying new partners for service provision, changes to service delivery/streamlining, innovative

expressions of community art, activities, or use of public space.

● Reconnection: The ability of the community to reconnect citizens, business groups, organizations,

and communities to renew former assets and relationships or generate new ones. Examples of

reconnection could be creating a sense of community in a digital environment, hybrid meeting

spaces (in person, online, social media), Diversity/Equity/Inclusion, re-branding/marketing to foster

a sense of security/safety, novel downtown business and/or community partnerships, tourism

opportunities, winter-specific programming, food trucks, firepits, new varieties or options for

indoor or outdoor gatherings.

NOTE:  Those submitting an RFP will be notified by July 12 if their proposal was selected for CEC.

https://msu.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9AcTwEbfn9rTW06
https://msu.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9AcTwEbfn9rTW06

