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Curtain Checkup

Is your greenhouse losing energy and sapping your business strength?
Here’s the cure.

by PATRICIA DEAN

ITH energy costs increas-

ing and little relief in

sight, everyone is looking

for ways to reduce heating
costs. One way of conserving energy is |
the use of an energy curtain in the -
greenhouse that, when pulled closed at
night, creates an attic of air that acts as
an added layer of insulation.

Any future greenhouse that growers
may be designing or planning should
allow for at least a single-curtain sys-
tem, whether they are being installed
initially or at a later date. Preplanning
will allow any greenhouse business to
then add the first or even a second
system without too much retrofitting.
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Installation: Part Of The Product
There are two parts to a quality en-
ergy curtain: the mechanical design
and the installation. The reliability and
craftsmanship of the installer are criti-
cal. It’s critical that the builder read,
understand and follow the plans and
instructions during installation.
Without this final step, the curtain sys-
tem can lose much of its effectiveness.

Energy Curtain System Checklist
To ensure that a curtain system is
giving the maximum heat retention
possible, it is recommended growers
go through the following checklist to
verify that systems are operating cor-
rectly. The two most important fac-
tors are making sure the curtain sys-
tem is sealed as tightly as possible
and that it is being used whenever
possible. To maximize the usefulness
of their energy curtains, most grow-
ers use a computerized control to
open and close their systems. The fol-
lowing pictures detail some common
mistakes and tips to fix them.
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