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Organic Soybean Challenges 
• Non GMO Variety 

Availability 
• Seed  Contamination 
• Older Varieties  
• Few Breeding Programs 
• Selection Criteria 
• Awareness & 

Communication 
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First Attempt 

• 2010 
•  4 sites of non GMO trials on organic fields 
• Compared 40 varieties 
• No funding 
• Strong interest 
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Grant Funding Approved!! 
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TRIAL SITES 
• Isabella County 
  Tom Nelson Farm 
• Lapeer County 
  Don Brockriede Farm 
• Tuscola County 
  Mark & Steve Vollmar Farm 
• Kalamazoo County 
  Kellogg Biological Station 
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Seed Sources 
 Private 

• DKB Farm & Services 
• D.F. Seeds Inc. 
• Organic Bean & Grain 
• SunOpta 
• Schillinger Genetics, Inc. 
  Iowa 
• Albert Lea Seed 
  Minnesota 
• Blue Rive Hybrids 
          Iowa 

 
 

University 
• University of Minnesota/ 
 MN Crop Improvement 
  Roger Wippler 
• Iowa State University 
  Dr. Walter Fehr/Kevin 

 Scholbroch 
• MSU 
  DeChen Wang 
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2012 Trials 

• 51 varieties 
• 2 row plots 
• 30“ rows 
• 26’ long 
• 4 replications 
• 190 seeds/acre 
• Trimmed to 20’ 
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Field Days 

75 Organic Farmers 

OFM Field Day (August 28) 
MSU Extension Organic Tour (Sept 6) 
KBS Farm Tour  (Sept 18) 
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Isabella & Tuscola Prior to Harvest 
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Harvest 

• Plant Height 
• Yield 
• Protein 
• Oil 
• Seed Count 
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Results Shared 
• Mid Michigan Crop 

Report 
• MSU Variety Trial 

Website 
• Organic Marketing 

Update Meeting 
• Seed Suppliers 
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Outstanding Performance 

• Yields over 70 Bushels/A 
• Tuscola site 59.5 Bu/A ave 
• Lapeer site 56.6 Bu/A ave 
• 7 varieties protein and yield 

higher than Vinton 81 
• Several MSU varieties 

selected “of interest” by 
producers, seed companies 
& processors.  
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MSU Promising Lines 
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Thank You 
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