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MSU Center  for                  
Regional Food Systems (CRFS)
Mission: Develop regionally integrated, 
sustainable food systems 

Work: Michigan Good Food Charter, food access and 
health, farm to institution and farm to school, healthy 
food financing, food hubs, food systems planning and 
food policy, beginning farmers, organic agriculture, and 
regional food systems in a global context

Good Food: Healthy, Affordable, Fair, Green
LENS: Equity - Sustainability
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CONTEXT AND HISTORY - ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY  
STRUCTURAL RACISM PRESENT IN US FOOD SYSTEM

• Equity lens critical for MI Good Food Charter
• Center developed its racial equity plan in 2014
• All Center staff required to have a racial equity 

professional/programmatic in POW (starting 2015)

• WHY BIBLIOGRAPHY? Local food systems 
practitioners – (many white practitioners) little  
background - structural racism in food system

• Part of plan of work for 2015
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ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY - CONTENT

• Criteria – focus on peer reviewed and other publications 
within past 10 years that examine structural racism 
issues within the US food system

• Does not include blogs and newspaper articles because 
of sheer volume

• First edition released in early 2015; lots of feedback on 
first two editions

• Started process for 4th edition with a national request for 
citations – fall 2016

• 4th edition has 55 new citations
• DOI number and/or links are included where possible
• Plan - keep going!  # of publications rapidly increasing

MSU Center for Regional Food Systems
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VALUE OF ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY

• Easier to select reading for own self-study
• Useful for students and teachers – at multiple 

levels in higher ed
• Resource for food systems, ag, health 

organizations intentional about incorporating 
racial equity in food systems space

• Opens the door for civil discourse on racial 
equity and food systems

MSU Center for Regional Food Systems
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TO ACCESS BIBLIOGRAPHY 
GO TO:

HTTP://FOODSYSTEMS.MSU.EDU/RESOURCES/

Rich Pirog, MSU Center for Regional Food 
Systems
rspirog@msu.edu

Jane Henderson, University of San Diego 
janehenderson@sandiego.edu
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