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ATTENDING MY FIRST BROWN BAG SEMINAR  
AT MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY (MSU) 

 

As a visiting scholar at MSU, my first brown bag 

seminar was mind blowing. Brown bag seminars are 

organized and sponsored by the graduate students’ 

organization in the department of Agricultural Food 

and Resource Economics (AFRE) to help fellow 

students make inputs in their research work. There are 

three types of sessions held in the brown bag seminars 

which are held every Tuesday from 11:50 AM to 1PM. 

The first type is a job market session to prepare their 

graduate students for the job market. The second type 

is a normal session where one student is allowed to 

make a presentation for 30-40 minutes followed by a 

15-20 minutes question session. The third type is a 

“lightning” session held at the end of every month 

were up to three presenters can be accommodated with 

a short question and answer session thereafter. The 

purpose of the lightning session is to allow for 

presentations of work in progress, ideas, issues with 

current research that needs feedback and short 

discussions on potential work. 

My first brown bag seminar was on the 15th of January 

2019 and it was a job market session presented by the 

AFRE Job Placement Committee on the topic “job 

market candidates”. The seminar was held in a cozy 

room with about 25 participants including students and 

faculty. It was fascinating to know that AFRE-MSU 

helps in looking for jobs for her masters and Ph.D 

students and also sends posting of available jobs to 

their emails. There are job markets for master students 

as well as doctoral students. This was striking to me as 

the employability of their graduates is of major concern 

to the department and the university as a whole. This 

makes them go the extra mile in preparing graduates 

who are fit and can compete favorably with their 

counterparts in the market place. 

 

 

 

By: Hephzibah Onyeje Obekpa



 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

This work is made possible by the generous support of the American people through the United States 
Agency for International Development (USAID) under the Feed the Future initiative through the 
Nigeria Agricultural Policy Project, Associate Cooperative Agreement Number AJD-620-LA-15-00001. 
The contents are the responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of USAID 
or the United States Government. 
 
Copyright © 2019, Michigan State University, and the International Food Policy Research Institute. 
All rights reserved. This material may be reproduced for personal and not-for-profit use without 
permission from but with acknowledgment to MSU, and IFPRI.  
 
Published by the Department of Agricultural, Food, and Resource Economics, Michigan State 

University, Justin S. Morrill Hall of Agriculture, 446 West Circle Dr., Room 202, East Lansing, 

Michigan 48824.   





Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		Highlight_39ac.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 1



		Passed manually: 1



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 3



		Passed: 27



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Skipped		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Skipped		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

