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Dear Great Lakes Grazier, 

 It comes with a great deal of excitement and a touch of sadness that I announce that 

this will be my last Great Lakes Grazing Newsletter, and really the last MSU Extension 

newsletter that I will be sending out.  I have officially retired as of November 1 from MSU 

Extension.   Thirty-six years of service is long enough.  It is time for the younger generation 

that is more tech savvy than I to take over. 

 I have totally enjoyed all of my time working with the agricultural industry of Michi-

gan and especially all of you!  You have all been so kind and cooperative.  I am totally grate-

ful to all of you.  It is now time for me to enjoy more time with my family and actually ex-

pand my grazing operation a little. 

 The exciting news is that this Great Lakes Grazing Newsletter will continue.  Kable 

Thurlow, one of the MSU Extension Beef Educators and a good friend will be taking over 

the responsibilities for this newsletter.  I am quite confident that Kable will not do the news-

letter like I did it, but I am also sure he will figure out ways to make it even better! 

 So it is time for me to say farewell.  I wish you all 

well in your lives and farming operations.  I hope to see you 

all at a pasture walk or winter Extension meeting in the fu-

ture! 

Sincerely, 

  

      

 

Jerry Lindquist 

Retired MSU Extension Grazing Educator 
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Michigan Hay Markets in 2018 - 2019 

 

The summer of 2018 had highly variable growing conditions across the State and in some 

cases great variation on individual farms from summer to fall.  As an example of the extreme 

variation in Newaygo County from July 1 to Sept. 1 the total rainfall amount was 0.3 “.  Then 

7” of rain was received in about 4 days and over the next 30 days in Sept. a total of 17” of 

rain was received. 

 

Some places that were dry last year had abundant rainfall and actually had difficulty making 

dry baled hay in mid to late summer this year.  Overall, we fed up most of the winter carry-

over of hay in April and early May this spring with the cold start to spring.  The dry mid-

summer with above average heat reduced the yield on 2nd cuttings in many locations across 

the State and caused some grazing farms to start feeding forage early as pastures dried out.  

 

As a result hay prices climbed in mid-summer and have held at these levels going into winter.  

With the rains in Sept. across much of the State many good 3rd cuttings were taken and, in 

some locations, some 4th and even 5th cuttings were harvested.  The other important factor 

that has keep prices from climbing even higher is the dismal milk prices for dairy farms.  

There is no extra cash in a dairy farmers pocket, so these farms are not buying any hay stocks 

in advance of winter.  And some looking for more cash were baling those fall cuttings in or-

der to sell some on the dry hay market.  And sadly, some have stopped milking and as the 

cows leave the farm, these farms are offering more forage for sale and some of it is baled hay. 

 

Currently in early November round baled 1st cutting alfalfa/grass hays are selling for $95 - 

$120/ton.  Higher quality alfalfa hays are in the $120 - $140/ton range with square bales be-

ing at the higher end of that range.  The highest quality alfalfas that are dairy quality hays are 

selling in the $135 - $185/ton range.  Some horse quality grass small square bales are selling 

in the $200 - $300/ton price range.    

  

It appears that hay demand will moderate this winter and prices may be difficult to hold if 

more dairy farms put hay on the market.  And of course it will depend on how cold the winter 

is and how long it hangs on in the spring. 

         Jerry Lindquist 
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