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Don't Miss Keynote 
presenter, Tracy 
Disabato-aust, at 
Garden Day 2018 
By Jennifer Sweet 
Program Coordinator 

    Tracy Disabato-Aust is an award winning garden designer, international speaker, best-
selling author, and world class triathlete with a passion for plants and design as well as a
dynamic inspiring message.  With over 40 years of experience, Tracy has not only spoken
extensively throughout North America, but her speaking and work has also taken her to
Australia, New Zealand, Uruguay, Argentina, Portugal, Belgium, Scotland, and England. 

    She is the author of three best-selling books: The Well-Tended Perennial Garden (over
200,000 copies sold and her publisher’s bestselling book ever), The Well-Designed Mixed
Garden, and 50 High-Impact, Low-Care Garden Plants. 

    Tracy is a frequent guest on national garden television and radio shows. She has been
featured in numerous national and international magazines such as Fine Gardening,
Horticulture, Garden Design, & Gardens Illustrated (London). 

Morning Keynote: 
THE WELL-DESIGNED MIXED GARDEN: BUILDING BORDERS WITH TREES, SHRUBS,
PERENNIALS, ANNUALS & BULBS 
    This interesting and informative lecture discusses the design fundamentals of border
building using a wide palette of plant material. Learn from an artist and keen plantswoman
about creating gorgeous and environmentally sound mixed gardens! 

Afternoon Keynote:  
HIGH IMPACT LOW CARE GARDEN PLANTS: TOUGH BUT BEAUTIFUL PLANTS THAT
ANYONE CAN GROW 
    Are you searching for plants that will be high impact but low care? Who isn’t? Finally a
look at dynamic, artistic, outstanding plants that may also be long-lived, tolerant of heat
and humidity, cold hardy, non-invasive, as well as drought, disease and deer resistant! 
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Garden Day: 
Register 
Now! 
By Jennifer Sweet 
Program Coordinator 

Saturday, August 4th, 2018 
8:00 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. 
Plant & Soil Sciences Building- MSU Campus 
NEW 25th Anniversary pricing!  

For price information and to register:  

    Join us for a very special 25th Anniversary edition
Garden Day and be inspired by 40 year veteran, Tracy
Disabato-Aust! Tracy is an award winning garden
designer, international speaker, best-selling author, and
world class triathlete with a passion for plants and design
as well as a dynamic inspiring message. 

    In addition to two keynote presentations by Tracy, you'll
enjoy your choice of two engaging workshops, garden
tours, a book-signing with Tracy, morning coffee, lunch,
materials and complimentary parking. You will also have
the opportunity to peruse our Green Garden Marketplace
for plants, books, garden accessories and other great buys! 
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GARDEN DAY 1.0 
B y  D a n  B u l k ow s k i  

G a r d e n s  a n d  G r e e n h o u s e  M a n a g e r  

    One of the first events here at the gardens to be
called Garden Day was held August 2, 1996. It was
planned, as the first brochure states, “in
appreciation of the donors to and friends of the
MSU Horticulture Gardens”. Dr. Will Carlson,
Garden Director at the time, was instrumental in
the planning and direction of Garden Day. Sandy
Allen, the education programming coordinator
then, worked behind the scenes to organize all of
the festivities that year and for many years to
follow.  Like all of the Garden Days, nationally
known keynote speakers presented on their areas
of expertise. Speaking that first year was Allan
Armitage on garden perennials, and Holly Shimizu
on what was new in the world of herbs. In between
their presentations were many workshops. Topics
like bonsai, roses, water gardening, espalier
pruning, wine making, and annuals were just a few
of the sixteen workshops that day.   

    The first Garden Days were held at the Wharton
Center in the Pasant Theatre. Six-hundred
attendees enjoyed the keynote speakers, and there
was a waiting list on top of that! Garden Day was
even expanded to two days to accommodate the
large numbers of interested attendees. The two-
day format lasted only a few years, until it became
a Friday-only event. Lunch was served in a large
tent in a grassy area for several years where the
Facility for Rare Isotope Beams building is now
being constructed across Wilson Road. Fast
forward to 22 years later, Garden Day is now on a
Saturday. The keynote speaker, all of the
workshops, lunch, and the marketplace is held in
the Plant and Soil Sciences Building. The
gardening enthusiasm that Dr. Carlson wished to
honor with the first Garden Day has continued on
now for many years. He would have liked that.  
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What is your major and minor (if applicable) and when do you graduate? 
     I am a horticulture science major at Michigan State University. I have decided not to
minor in any subject, but I did study interior design at Central Michigan University for
two years. After this, I decided to transfer and change my major. I have found that I can
still put my design skills to use with plant design! I will be graduating in May of 2018! 

What made you decide to apply for a position at the MSU Gardens? 
    During the spring I was enrolled in floriculture. Our lab for this class took place in the
teaching greenhouses where there were many postings for this position. I fell in love
with the gardens during my landscape plant identification course my first semester
here. I wanted to be a part of making the gardens a beautiful place for every visitor to
enjoy.  

What was your favorite part of working at the Gardens? 
    My favorite part about working in the gardens is watching and participating in the
transformation. For the annual gardens, we are starting from scratch each spring. We
begin with preparing the beds for planting. This preparation usually includes weeding,
edging and spreading compost if needed. After this is planting, the task I enjoy the
most. Working with color combinations, plant height and textures is something I
could do all summer if that was possible. Lastly, just watching all the plants fill in and
seeing the visitors admiring them is gratifying.  
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Maleri Christofferson, horticulture undergraduate
and 2018 Annual Trial Garden Intern 

student 
section 

By Daedre McGrath 
Trial Garden Manager 
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What are three new things you learned while working at the Gardens? 
    I have increased my plant identification while working at the gardens. I try my best to
refer to the plant by its name rather than location or a description. I find that plant
identification is important in the field I will be working in, so I have taken this opportunity
to learn as many name as possible. I was also lucky enough to learn a few different ways
to build bamboo trellises. This is a skill I will absolutely be using in the future and I am
thankful to now know an effective way to do so! I have also learned about the trial process
and how to evaluate plants for uniformity, color, and more.  

What is a new skill you acquired while working at the Gardens? 
I have definitely gotten more comfortable with plant maintenance tasks. I would say my
pruning technique has improved. I have also been able to identify some pest issues while
working here. There is a new level of confidence in making decisions within the garden.   

How did your experience at the Gardens influence your professional/personal life? 
This has been an opportunity to meet some incredible people.  I have gained some
wonderful friends and acquaintances while working here. Most of us are horticulture
students, so we had something in common from the very beginning. I have had many
classes with these students, but this job has brought some of us together.  

What piece of advice would you give to next year’s crew of student employees? 
   Work hard, stay hydrated, yet enjoy your time. There is so much to learn and so much to
enjoy while working at the gardens. Take advantage of a wonderful opportunity, meet
new people, take in the information given and do your best work. This is a place where
your work is shown to many visitors. 

What was the weirdest thing that
happened while working at the
Gardens? 
   The weirdest thing to happen may
have been the mysterious crowds of
people that appear during the middle
of the day. My coworkers and I have
come to the conclusion that these
people are playing Pokémon Go. It’s
great to see people getting outside, but
it was very strange at first to see about
20 people gathering all together in the
gardens.  
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Maleri planting begonias in the shade plant
trial. 



If you could chose three words that describe you experience working at the gardens,
what would they be? Watering, weeding, gardener-tan. 

What are your career goals? 
    I hope to one day have my own greenhouse. Beyond that, I am not entirely sure just
yet. I’d like to experience different aspects of the horticulture field before I officially
determine what will be the best fit for me. I’d like to have a career that is hands on,
rather than in an office most of the day. Another goal is to learn as much as possible
about the endless plant varieties. 

What is your favorite non-edible plant? 
    Coleus may be my favorite non-edible plant, but that’s a tough decision. There are so
many colors and textures within this genus. To me, the variety in appearance allows it to
be used in almost every bed. Coleus looks great with most plants. 

What is your favorite edible plant? 
    My favorite edible plant must the nasturtium flowers! I wasn’t aware that this plant
even existed before working here. We have planted a nasturtium trial this year with
many different varieties. Each variety tastes just a little different. The flowers are the
perfect addition to a salad!  

What was your favorite snack on snack-days? 
    Popsicles or ice cream, most definitely. The heat takes a lot out of you when you are
working outside all day. A nice cool, refreshing snack is perfect for those days.

Maleri helping plant our garden
icon, Wilbir the Floral Peacock 
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THE GARDEN 

NOIRE 
B y  B e t h a n y  T r o y ,  p e r e n n i a l  g a r d e n  m a n a g e r  

a n d  D a e d r e  M c G r a t h ,  a n n u a l  g a r d e n  m a n a g e r  

    During your next visit, be sure to check out The
Garden Noire, located in the VIP (Vegetables and
Insect Pollinators) Garden, south of the Rose
Garden. This year's dark and stormy theme, The
Garden Noire, features plants with dark foliage,
flowers, or fruits! Here are a few of our favorites
we'd like to share with you.  

Alcea rosea nigra 'Jet Black' 
Common Name: Black Hollyhock 
    The black hollyhock is an heirloom variety that
was grown by Thomas Jefferson at Monticello. A
biennial flower, this hollyhock grows as a rosette
the first year and blooms in the second year.
Unfortunately, this old variety is susceptible to rust,
a fungal pathogen of the foliage, but our planting
had a spectacular showing this year before the rust
took hold. 

Solanum lycopersicum 'Indigo Rose' 
Common Name: Indigo Rose Tomato 
    This unusual tomato has been on the market for
a few years now, but still surprises most people
who see it. The extreme pigmentation becomes
darker in brighter light and results in a high
anthocyanin/anti-oxidant content. We have two
other similar-hued tomatoes in this garden, 'Indigo
Pear Drops' and 'Midnight Snack'. (continued on
next page) 
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Foeniculum vulgare 'Bronze' 
Common Name: Bronze Fennel 
    Bronze fennel can be used in the same ways as
the green variety, but its unusual coloration lends
itself to many ornamental applications. It is great
mixed with annuals as an "edible ornamental". It
produces yellow flowers later in the season, from
which you can collect fennel pollen (or leave it for
the pollinators). This plant is also a great host for the
black swallowtail butterfly. 

Sambucus nigra ‘Black Lace’ 
Common Name: Black Lace Elderberry 
    This deciduous shrub is known for its finely
textured, intense purple-black foliage displaying
lemon-scented pink flowers. ‘Black Lace’ is a
particularly tough variety of elderberry, growing in a
range of conditions, and is even suitable for a rain
garden. It can be cut to the ground every year and
treated as a perennial, however, this may disrupt
the amount of blooms you get each year. 

Hibiscus xhybrida ‘Midnight Marvel’  
Common Name: Midnight Marvel Hibiscus 
    We all love hibiscus – I shouldn’t have to convince
you to add a new one to your garden. But, THIS
ONE, ‘Midnight Marvel’, truly is a sight to see. Its
dark foliage is what granted its entry into our
exclusive Garden Noire, but what is really
spectacular about this plant is its saucer-like, scarlet
red flowers. We occasionally have this variety for
sale at our spring plant sale – who knows, maybe
you’ll be lucky and get to pick it up from us next
year! 

Ophiopogon planiscapus ‘Nigrescens’  
Common Name: Black Mondo Grass 
    Ophiopogon a great addition to the garden as a
groundcover or fairy garden, as it gets to a modest
size of 1’ by 1’. Its dark foliage with light pink blooms
makes for a great show-plant for those of us that
like the nitty gritty details. I’m not the only one who
likes to get on the ground to really look at a plant,
right? Best grown in full sun to part shade, this
grass-like perennial is marginally hardy here in
Michigan, so be sure to protect this from too much
winter exposure.
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Spots Still
Available! 

Register by
July 21st 
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