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Outline 

ÂBackground on container-containment rule 

ÂPortable refillable containers (minibulks/shuttles) 

ÂWhich containers have to comply? 

ÂWhat are the container requirements? 

ÂWhat are the label requirements? 

ÂRepackaging requirements 

ÂStationary bulk tanks 

ÂResources 
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Container-Containment Rule Overview 

Category 
Nonrefillable 

Containers 

Refillable 

Containers 

Repackaging 

Products 

Container    

Labeling 

Containment 

Structures 

Who 

must 

comply? Registrants Registrants 
Registrants 

Refillers 

Registrants 

Users 

Ag retailers 

Ag commercial 

applicators 

Ag custom 

blenders 

Major 

Require-

ments 

- DOT container 

design, construction 

& marking standards 

- Dispensing 

capability 

- Standard closures 

- Residue removal 

(99.99% removal) 

- DOT container 

design, 

construction & 

marking standards 

- One-way valves 

or tamper-evident 

devices 

- Vent, gauge & 

shutoff valve 

standards for large 

tanks 

- Registrants & 

refillers comply 

with specified 

conditions  

- Registrants 

develop & provide 

certain information 

- Refillers obtain & 

follow information; 

and clean, inspect 

& label containers 

before refilling 

them 

- Identify 

container as 

nonrefillable or 

refillable (all) 

- Statement to 

prohibit reuse and 

offer for recycling; 

batch code (all 

nonrefillables) 

- Cleaning 

instructions 

(some 

nonrefillables) 

- Cleaning 

instructions 

before disposal 

(all refillables) 

- Secondary 

containment 

structures (dikes) 

around large tanks 

- Containment 

pads for pesticide 

dispensing areas 

- Good operating 

procedures 

- Monthly 

inspections of 

tanks & structures 

Compli-

ance 

Date 
Aug 17, 2009 

 

Aug 17, 2011 

 

 

Aug 17, 2011 

 

 

Aug 17, 2011 

 

Aug 17, 2009 
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States with Pesticide Containment Regs 

CO      MT 

FL       NE   

IL        NH 

IN       ND 

IA       OH 

KS      SD 

KY      VT 

LA      WA 

MI      WV 

MN     WI 

MO 
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States with Pesticide Containment 

Regulations 

ÂOPP determined that all 21 of these State 

programs are adequate to provided equivalent 

environmental protection to the federal 

containment regulations. 

ÂEPA authorized these 21 States to continue 

implementing the state pesticide containment 

regulations in lieu of the federal containment 

regulations. 

ÂFederal container regs apply in all States! 

 



Portable Refillable Containers 
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Goals of the Refillable Container 

& Repackaging Regulations 

ÂEnsure the integrity/strength  of refillable 
containers 

ÂMinimize the potential for cross 
contamination 

ÂEnsure that containers and repackaging comply 
with federal pesticide law (FIFRA) 

ÂEncourage the use of refillable containers 
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Summary: Portable Refillable Containers 

A portable refillable container must: 

Â Be on the registrantõs description of acceptable containers; 

Â Comply with the DOT standards that EPA adopted (generally 

Packing Group III); 

Â Be durably marked with a serial number/identifying code; 

Â Have a tamper-evident device or a one-way valve or both on each 

opening other than a vent; and 

Â Be sound (in good condition). 

Â Be cleaned (if necessary) before it is refilled. 

Â Be properly labeled. 

[§165.45(e); §165.70(f) & (i)] 



Which containers have to comply? 

ÂPortable refillable containers used to sell or 

distribute pesticides have to comply with the 

regulations. 

 

ÂService containers do not have to comply.   
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EPA does not regulate 

service containers.  The 

container is not subject 

to any of  the pesticide 

container or repackaging 

regulations and is not 

required to have a 

pesticide label.  

However, EPA believes it 

is a good management 

practice to ensure the 

contents of  the service 

container are identified 

and the pesticide label is 

available to the 

applicator.  DOT and 

OSHA requirements 

may apply to the service 

container. 

Is the container going to be filled as a 

service container (when an applicator 

transfers pesticide into a container for the 

purposes of  that applicator applying the 

pesticide) or to sell or distribute the 

pesticide? 

The container is subject to the pesticide 

container and repackaging regulations; the 

pesticide label requirements; and all other 

pesticide-related regulations.   

Flow Chart 1: Is this container a service 

container or a portable refillable container? 

Service 

container 

Sell or 

distribute 



Service Containers 

ÂService container: when an applicator transfers 

pesticide into a container for purpose of that 

applicator applying the pesticide 
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COMMERCIAL 

APPLICATOR 

fills container 

COMMERCIAL 

APPLICATOR 

applies pesticide 

takes to field 

REFILLER 

fills container 
 

GROWER 
delivers 

container 

GROWER takes 

to field & applies 

pesticide 

transfers pesticide to 

different container 

| ---- sale/distribution ----|  | ---- service container ----|  
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EPA does not regulate 

service containers.  The 

container is not subject 

to any of  the pesticide 

container or repackaging 

regulations and is not 

required to have a 

pesticide label.  

However, EPA believes it 

is a good management 

practice to ensure the 

contents of  the service 

container are identified 

and the pesticide label is 

available to the 

applicator.  DOT and 

OSHA requirements 

may apply to the service 

container. 

Is the container going to be filled as a 

service container (when an applicator 

transfers pesticide into a container for 

the purposes of  that applicator 

applying the pesticide) or to sell or 

distribute the pesticide? 

The container is subject to the pesticide 

container and repackaging regulations; the 

pesticide label requirements; and all other 

pesticide-related regulations.   

Flow Chart 1: Is this container a service 

container or a portable refillable container? 

Service 

container 

Distribute 

or sell 



Distribute or Sell 
Â Distribute or sell: distribute, sell, offer for sale, hold for 

distribution, hold for sale, hold for shipment, ship, 

deliver for shipment, release for shipment, or receive 

and deliver or offer to deliver. 

                          

 

 

 

 

**Doesnõt matter who owns the container or 

where the transfer takes place.** 
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REFILLER 

fills container 

GROWER, who 

applies pesticide 

GROWER, 
brings container  

REFILLER  
fills container 

GROWER 

takes to farm & 

applies pesticide 

  delivers 

container 



Distribute or Sell 

14 

REFILLER  GROWERõS 

site 

Where 

REFILLER  

fills container 

transports 

The refillable container & repackaging regs do not apply to 

transport vehicles that contain pesticide in pesticide-holding 

tanks that are an integral part of  the transport vehicle and that 

are the primary containment for the pesticide. 

Exempt 



Distribute or Sell 
Â These are portable refillable containers used to sell or 

distribute pesticides (not exempt). 
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Not an integral part 

of  the vehicle. 

Not a vehicle. 


