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Technical Service Providers

Private sector employees used by NRCS to help
implement USDA programs.

TSPs must be certified for each conservation
practice or “activity” they provide Technical
Assistance for.

NRCS does not pay TSPs. TSPs are responsible
for charging producers for their services.

NRCS can require a producer to use a certified
TSP for Technical Assistance relating to NRCS
conservation program contracts.




TSP Relationships

Producer




Landowner and TSP Relationship

Landowner :
Asks NRCS for TSP funding in EQIP contract.

Finds a certified TSP and contracts for services.
— TSP and landowner negotiate price.

Get s Cultural Resources clearance.

Monitors TSP progress.

Installs practice/plan.

Submits completion documentation to NRCS.
Reimburses TSP.




TSP Certification Options

Two routes to become a NRCS TSP:

1. Certifications
*¢* Complete required NRCS modules.

N/

%* State licenses.

N/

** Third-party licenses.
. Knowledge and training
¢ NRCS modules.

N/

%* State licenses.

s* Complete narratives explaining knowledge and
experience.




595 TSP Criteria: Certification Option

Prospective TSP must meet all of the following:

1. Third-party professional certification

— American Society of Agronomy (Certified Crop
Advisor, Certified Professional Agronomist and
Certified Professional Plant Pathologist)

— National Alliance of Independent Crop
Consultants

2. Hold a valid pesticide applicator license for
your state.




595 TSP Criteria: Certification Option

3. Proficient in the use of pest management tools
RUSLE2 and/or WEQ, Win PST.

4. NRCS Pest Management Training:

— Successfully complete modules 1-6 of Pest
Management track in the NRCS Nutrient and Pest
Management Considerations in Conservation
Planning.




IPM CAPs TSP Criteria

Prospective TSP must meet all of the following:

1. All criteria for a 595 TSP.

Knowledge of NRCS Electronic Field Office
Technical Guide (EFOTG).

Develop sample IPM CAP that meets IPM plan
criteria (activity 114) in EFOTG Sec IlI.

Knowledge of National Plan Procedures
Handbook — Title 180, part 600.

Conservation Planning Training (AglLearn)

e Conservation Planning Part One (Modules 1-5)
e Pest Management Track 2 (Modules 1-6)




TSP Certification Process

1) Register on TechReg

** http://techreg.usda.gov
¢ Obtain user ID and password.
* Apply for Level 2 eAuthentication.

** Create a profile.




TSP Certification Process

2) Apply online for certification as a TSP

\/

** Once criteria has been meet for all categories ,fill out and

submit application to the state you are seeking
certification in.

Sign certification agreement to complete submission
process.

Note: Applicant must submit be certified for each state
they want to provide TSP services in.




TSP Certification Process

3) Become certified.

NRCS will have 60 days to review application and verify
credentials.

NRCS will countersign certification agreement.

NRCS posts TSP information on an approved list on
TechReg indicating what services the TSP may provide in

that state.
4) Provide services.




Required Modules for 595

Nutrient & Pest Management Considerations in
Conservation Planning
Module Descriptions:

Module 1 — Introduction to Nutrient & Pest Management
Planning

Module 2 — Pesticides & Nutrient in the Environment

Module 3 — Science of Nutrient & Pest Management

Module 4 — Influence of Climate and Water Management
on Nutrient & Pest Management Planning

Module 5 - Natural Resource Planning for Nutrient and
Pest Management

Module 6 — Planning and Applying Nutrient and Pest
Management




Required Modules IPM CAPs

Conservation Planning

Module Descriptions:
Module 1 - How NRCS Will Do Business
Module 2 - Planning Policy and Guidance

Module 3 - Key Elements of Conservation Planning
Module 4 - Conservation Planning Environment
Module 5 - Resource Management Systems

Other Module Descriptions in Con. Planning (Not required):

e Modules 6, 7, 8: Three Phases of Planning
e Module 9: Actual Conservation Planning




Required Modules IPM CAPs

Nutrient and Pest Management Planning

 The following must be completed:

— Aglearn modules 1-6 in Nutrient and Pest
Management track two;

— Two online exams;
— Nutrient and Pest Management Course Evaluation.




What is Tech Reg? http://techreg.usda.gov/




Aglearn http://www.aglearn.usda.gov

* NRCS required
modules are
completed using
Aglearn.

* Requires USDA
eAthentication.




Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG)

e eFOTG: www.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/efotg/

 The Field Office Technical
Guide is the primary scientific reference for
NRCS.

e |t contains the information about the
conservation of soil, water, air, plant, animal
natural resources and other information about
the human environment.

(SWAPA + H)




Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG)




Field Office Technical Guide (FOTGQG)
Section 1: General References

Section 2: Ecological, soil, environmental, site
information, and other guidance

Section 3: Conservation Management Systems
— Quality Criteria

e Section 4: Practice Standards
e Section 5: Conservation Effects

Section 3 of the FOTG will have most of the

information needed by TSPs to support
development of conservation activity plans:




Field Office Technical Guide (FOTGQG)




Additional Resources for TSPs

NRCS & IPM Working Group: Grower Incentives for IPM
www.nrcs.ipm.msu.edu/nrcs/training_materials

eComprehensive
materials that
explain steps and
procedures for TSP
certification for IPM
CAPs and 595.




Questions?




