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CLOVER CHRONICLES 
Isabel la County  

Attention Livestock Exhibitors 
Reminder - your animals must have an RFID tag in at fair 
weigh-in or you will be at risk for being rejected. 

Broiler Chick Orders 
Time to order your broiler chicks! Cost per bird will be 
$3.93 if we order 25-49, $3.01 if we order 50-74. Orders 
need to be placed at the Extension office by April 24.  

4-H Camp Clean-Up 
Sunday, April 21 & Saturday, May 11 
10 AM - 2 PM both days 
 

Please bring work gloves, rakes, tarps, leaf blowers, staple guns,  
hammers, and extra people! Hotdogs, chips and drinks will be provided. 
RSVP to the Extension office by April 17 if you are able to help, even if 
you can only help for part of the time. 
 

**Reminder - this is an Honor Club requirement 

Shooting Sports Kickoff  Event 
Saturday, April 13 from 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Isabella County Sportsmans Club (2872 W. Millbrook Rd., Winn) 
 

If you want to participate in Shooting Sports this year or would like to 
know more about the project area, please plan to attend this event!  
See flyer on page 5 for more details. 

New Fair Book Classes 
Beekeeping - Dept 12 
Fair Banner - Dept 14 
 

*NEW THIS YEAR*- Class #1406, Fair Banner (replaces fair book cover)  
Deadline July 1 - due to MSU Extension office. A color drawing measuring 8 1/2” 
x 11” with 1/2” of space on each edge, must depict some phase of Isabella 
County agriculture and/or fair scene. Cover must include fair name, city, 4-H and 
FFA emblems or names and the year 2024. This award may be won only once. 
Photos will be judged at the July Fair Board meeting. Banner will be hung in the 
Food Stand (or Still Exhibit Barn) 
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CLUB CORNER 
 

Aim High - We were given a cake decorating demonstration in March by a couple of members. Then 
we all got to experiment and have fun with frosting our own cupcakes! It was a very sticky and silly 
night that was SO much fun! Members started making their official fair project lists that will be talked 
about and ideas shared at the April meeting. 
 

Broomfield Valley - We met in March and discussed all of the upcoming weigh-ins, possible  
community service, Exploration Days, and Shooting Sport dates. We went over how old everyone had 
to be to do each discipline in Shooting Sports. We also went over T-shirt orders, and listened to  
everyone's ideas about the shirt design. For our activity, we tried out woodburning old cupboard panels 
that we could fix up to put above possible pens at fair. Everyone got to try it and the adults helped the 
little kids.  
 

Evergreen - In March, our club gathered to explore various arts and crafts projects. The older members 
had the opportunity to participate in a patriotic board painting session that was led by Amber Prout. 
Meanwhile, the younger members were taught weaving patterns and cross-stitching by Megan Bair. 
 

Fireflies - Our club met in March and worked on identifying animal tracks in snow and sand/mud. We 
walked Mill Pond Park looking for evidence of animals and we used rubber molds to make clay  
footprints. We also put foam animal prints on flip/flops so we can make our own tracks. We will meet 
April 20 for a "Perk Up the Park" community service outing that will include a scavenger hunt, a "pond 
in a jar" project and a picnic! 
 

Pony Creek - At our March meeting we collected our donations for God's Helping Hands as one of our 
community service projects. We went over the newsletter and upcoming events. At the end we enjoyed 
an Easter egg hunt. 

Fair Superintendents Needed 
We are looking for fair superintendents in the following areas:  
• Creative Writing 
• Crops 
• Large Animal Feed Records 
 

Duties include: 
• Help with the Still Exhibit Building set-up Thursday evening before entry day 

• Help judges and setting up projects for display on fair entry day 

• Help in the Still Exhibit Building when the projects are released – last Saturday  evening of fair 
 

Please contact Nonie (grossn@msu.edu) if you are interested in helping or know of anyone who 
would be. 

Swine Tagging  
Sunday, May 5   
11 AM – 1 PM 
 

Goat Weigh-in 
Sunday, May 5 
10 AM - 12 PM 
 

Sheep Weigh-in  
Saturday, May 11

  

8 AM – 9 AM 
 
All take place at the Fairgrounds. 

TSC Gift Card Winner 
Congratulations to Addelyn Raby (Cowgirl Up 4-H Club) 
for winning the $25 gift card during the fall Paper Clover 
Campaign.  
 
THANK YOU to everyone who worked a shift at the 
store display! 

Attention 4-H Seniors 

Any 4-H high school senior that would like to wear 4-H 
Honor Cords at their graduation ceremony, you can  
purchase them at the Extension office for $15.  

Moo Madness Date 
Save the date - Friday, June 14 
Entry forms will be available soon. 

mailto:grossn@msu.edu
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Small Animal News 
 

• Goats that will be entered in the small animal auction at the fair MUST have 
a scrapie tag BEFORE weigh-in. It is a State mandate, and if your auction 
goat does not have a scrapie tag, you will not be allowed to sell. ALL goats 
must have some identification; either the scrapie tag or a tattoo for those 
not in the auction. Goat weigh-in (for wethers only) is May 5 from 10 a.m. - 
12 p.m. in the small animal barn at the fairgrounds.  

 

• Rabbit Members - join us on Thursday, May 23, at 6:00 p.m. at Veterans' Memorial Library 
(Annex Building) in Mt. Pleasant for an educational opportunity for you, a presentation from 
"Rabbit Tutor.” Come learn tips and ask questions to help prepare you for your showmanship 
class competition during fair week. We hope you will save the date to take advantage of this 
great resource. 

 

• If you do not already have your small animal purchase arranged, you should do so now. For   
example, there are only a couple of rabbit shows before the May 1 deadline and if you haven't 
placed an order or made contact with someone, it may be too late to get the breed you would 
like to have. If you wait until April 15 or later, it will be very difficult to have your animal(s) by 
May.  

 

• Reminder, if you live outside of Isabella County and plan to sell in the small animal auction, you 
will need approval from the Small Animal Association. Please contact the Extension office for 
more details on getting approval. If you have already met with the Small Animal Association to 
sell in the auction and were approved, you do not have to do it again.  

Isabella County 4-H Cookbook Fundraiser 
4-H Council is wondering if there would be any interest in making a 4-H cookbook as a fundraiser.  
If you would be interested in contributing to and/or purchasing a book, please email Becki 
(beckimikec@gmail.com) and let her know.  

Rabbit Members 
Educational opportunity on May 23 for you with a presentation from "Rabbit Tutor."   
 
Come learn tips and ask questions to help prepare you for your showmanship class competition  
during fair week.  
 
Join us on Thursday, May 23, at 6:00 p.m. at Veterans' Memorial Library (Annex Building) in Mt. 
Pleasant. We hope you will save the date to take advantage of this great resource. 

Potential Carnival at Fairgrounds 
**Volunteers needed for successful event**  
A group known as "friends of fair board" is contemplating organizing a carnival to take place mid to 
late June at the fairgrounds. It will feature games, crafts, food, and fun and will be a fundraising  
opportunity towards the Isabella County Educational Center Building Project. We are looking for a 
variety of volunteers.  
 
If you are interested in being involved in any way, please contact the Extension Office (989-317-
4079 or msue37@msu.edu) to leave your contact information and someone will follow up with you 
soon. The endeavor will take several people to coordinate the event so we hope you are willing to 
work with us. 

mailto:beckimikec@gmail.com
mailto:msue37@msu.edu
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Fair Board News 
 

Fair Camping - sign-up for new campers was held on March 23. All campsites are reserved for the 

2024 fair. If you were unable to get a site, you may call Deb (989-400-1082) and put your name on 

the cancellation list.  

 

We have a new amusement company, “Family Fun Tyme Amusements.” You may check them out 

at FamilyFunTymeAmusements.com. They will be offering a presale, more details will be available 

in the June newsletter. They will be available the first week of June.   

 

The restroom by the Fair Office will be remodeled before the fair. We are excited to be able to get 

this much needed project done. 

Scholarship Opportunities 
 

Isabella County 4-H Scholarship 

Isabella County offers two $500 scholarships to 4-H members or former members each year. The  

scholarship recipient must be enrolled at an institution of higher learning and have been involved 

with 4-H in Isabella County. The scholarship is not limited to college freshmen. 

 

To get an application, click here: Isabella County 4-H Scholarship or you may pick one up at the  

Extension office. Applications are due back to the office by April 20. The scholarship recipients will 

be notified by May 15. 

 

Kathryn Methner Fike Scholarship 

For high school seniors and current college students. Thank you to the family of Kathryn Virginia 

Methner Fike for establishing a $1000 scholarship in her name to benefit 4-H members in Isabella 

County. 

 

Kathryn Virginia Methner Fike was born on the farm of her parents in northeast Wise Township,  

Isabella County on Nov 21, 1918. Except for a few winters in Florida, she spent all most 96 years 

within 5 miles of her birthplace. She married Lester Fike on March 29, 1936 and spent over 60 years 

on what became the Fike Centennial Homestead. In her childhood years, she was a member of a  

4-H sewing club lead by her mother, Daisy Methner. After having children of her own, she became a 

leader, too. She served in this capacity for many years. Kathryn took great pride in the  

accomplishments of her children, grandchildren, and great grandchildren in their 4-H activities.   

 

4-H has been a top priority in Kathryn’s family for 5 generations and so it is with pride that her family 

is honoring Kathryn’s many years of dedication to 4-H education in Isabella County with this  

scholarship.   

 

Application is available at: https://www.canr.msu.edu/isabella/isabella_county_4_h/newsletters-and-forms 

https://familyfuntymeamusements.com/
https://www.canr.msu.edu/isabella/isabella_county_4_h/newsletters-and-forms
https://www.canr.msu.edu/isabella/isabella_county_4_h/newsletters-and-forms
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12 p.m. session: https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-
volunteer-webinar-working-with-cloverbuds 
7 p.m. session: https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-
webinar-working-with-cloverbuds7pm 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-and-ffa-state-meats-judging-contest-2024 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/spring-2024-4-h-shooting-sports-instructor-workshop-for-adults-and-teens 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/resumewriting 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/keeping-your-money-safe-4-3 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/joann-s-clover-for-kids-campaign 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-working-with-cloverbuds
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-working-with-cloverbuds
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-working-with-cloverbuds7pm
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-working-with-cloverbuds7pm
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-and-ffa-state-meats-judging-contest-2024
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/spring-2024-4-h-shooting-sports-instructor-workshop-for-adults-and-teens
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/resumewriting
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/keeping-your-money-safe-4-3
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/joann-s-clover-for-kids-campaign
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https://www.canr.msu.edu/4-h-money-smarts/show-your-money-smarts-contest 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-alumni-and-supporters-walking-challenge 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-day-with-the-detroit-tigers 
 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/4-h-money-smarts/show-your-money-smarts-contest
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-alumni-and-supporters-walking-challenge
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-day-with-the-detroit-tigers
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MSU is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer.  
Michigan State University Extension programs and materials are 
open to all without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, 
gender identity, religion, age, height, weight, disability, political 

beliefs, sexual orientation, marital status, family status or 
veteran status. Issued in furtherance of MSU Extension work, 
acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture. Quentin Tyler, Director, MSU 
Extension, East Lansing, MI 48824. This information is for 

educational purposes only. Reference to commercial products or 
trade names does not imply endorsement by MSU Extension or 

bias against those not mentioned. 
    

“Accommodations for persons with disabilities may be requested 
by contacting the MSU Extension office at (989) 317-4079 at 
least 7 days prior to the scheduled event to ensure sufficient 

time to make arrangements. Requests received after this time 
will be met when possible.” 

 

 
  

 
Nonie Gross, Secretary 

Monica Jean, Field Crops Educator 
Eric Karbowski, District 6 Director  

Kara Lynch, Food Safety Educator 
Misty Oebel, Farm Stress Educator 

Sabrina McGee, SNAP-ED CNI 
 

Isabella County 
510 W. Pickard Street 
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 
 

Phone: (989) 317-4079 
Fax:  (989) 773-1622 
 

Website:   

https://www.canr.msu.edu/isabella/ 

https://www.facebook.com/

IsabellaCounty4H/ 

Isabella County 4-H Calendar   

April 
2 

 
Horse Leaders @ Maranatha Baptist 
Church, Mt. Pleasant 

 
6:30 PM 

13 Shooting Sports Kickoff @ Sportsman’s 
Club 

10 AM -  
1 PM 

17 Small Animal Association @ First Church 
of Christ, Mt. Pleasant 

7 PM 

21 4-H Camp Clean-up @ 4-H Camp 10 AM -  
1 PM 

23 4-H Council @ Lincoln Twp Hall 6:30 PM 

SAVE THE DATES 
 
 

Shooting Sports Kick-off Event 
April 13 

 

4-H Camp Clean-Up 
April 21 

 

Goat Weigh-In 
May 5 

 

Swine Tagging 
May 5 

 

Sheep Weigh-In 
May 11 

 

4-H Camp Clean-Up 
May 11 

 

4-H Exploration Days at MSU 
June 19-21 

 

Isabella County Youth & Farm Fair 
July 20 - 27 

Get Text Reminders  
To receive 4-H reminder text  

messages (via Remind App) with 
important dates and times of  
Isabella County 4-H events:  

 
Text “@6c82ek6” to “81010” 

https://www.facebook.com/IsabellaCounty4H/
https://www.canr.msu.edu/isabella/
https://www.facebook.com/IsabellaCounty4H/
https://www.facebook.com/IsabellaCounty4H/

