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HOW WE OPERATE:
Leadership Committee

Steering Committee 
Subcommittees

At-Large Members 
Partners Organizations

Individual & Organizational 
Donors/Supporters



Environmental Stewardship



Mackinac Island Community Foundation Photo





MISSION STATEMENT

Encourage relationship building,  foster 

information exchange, and leverage 

resources to address shared challenges and 

embrace opportunities to benefit islands.



Great Lakes Islands
Shared Challenges





www.GLIAlliance.org

2023 GLIA Member Islands

Amherst Island, Ontario, Canada



Common Challenges

• Environment
• Community sustainability
• Clean drinking water
• Outdoor recreation
• Irradicating Invasive Species



This could flesh out community sustainability 
focus

• Education
• Healthcare
• Recycling
• Affordable Housing
• Broadband
• Long term Planning



ANNUAL GLIA SUMMIT:
A forum to meet and interact with each 
other, learn from experts on topics of 
interest to islands, and provide input 
into network-wide activities and 
business. The event rotates to a 
different island each year and the local 
island community serves as host.



THREATS

Ecological
Habitat Loss and Fragmentation
Invasive Species/Imbalance of 
Species
Climate Change  

Technical
Data Gaps
Logistics (Distance/Isolation) 
Fewer Organizations/Partners

Social
Poor “Island Awareness”
Out of sight, out of mind
Lack of regional 
coordination/framework 







Sustainability
• Gathering spots
• Childcare
• K-6 schools
• Affordable Housing
• GLIA network



KEY PARTNERS

• Michigan Dept. of Environment, Great 
Lakes, & Energy 

• The Stewardship Network 
• Northland College Center for Rural 

Communities 
• Jon W. Allan Group, LLC. 
• Island Institute (Maine) 



KEY FUNDERS

C.S. Mott Foundation
Local community foundations
Individual donors 



Successes



ISLANDS CONSERVATION
Leveraged Resources 

Shared Solutions 

Informed decision-making 

Like-purposed goals 

Connected programs 

Elevated awareness 

www.glialliance.org







• Leadership
• Cruise Ships
• Affordable 

Housing
• Bird Migration
• Capacity Planning
• Surveys
• Manage Mainland 

Oversite
• Invasive Species



Management policy based on an island-by island, case-by 
case approach can potentially result in degradation of 
the entire array of islands…. The islands must be 
considered as a sign, irreplaceable resource and 
protected as a whole…” (J. Soule, 1996)

Great Lakes Islands Alliance
www.glialliance.org

phuston@stewardshipnetwork.org
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