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SUPPORTING AGRICULTURE & AGRIBUSINESS AGRABILITY

MICHIGAN AGRABILITY 

The Michigan AgrAbility project 
helps people who want to continue 
working in agriculture even when 
illness, injury, or chronic conditions 
create barriers to work. AgrAbility is 
a USDA-funded partnership 
between MSU Extension and 
Easterseals MORC, with a mission 
to enhance quality of  life so that 
farmers, their families, and 
communities can thrive, using 
assistive devices and adaptive 
equipment that makes farming safer 
and easier on the body.   

In 2025, Michigan AgrAbility 
coordinated two events with client 
partners: a farm visit field day in 
Holland and a maple tubing 
installation day in Newberry. The 
field day brought together staff  
from Michigan Rehabilitation 
Services, the Michigan Center for 
Rural Health, Kent County Farm 
Bureau, and Extension to 

demonstrate the adaptive items that 
allow Doug VerHoeven to safely use 
his equipment and successfully farm 
90 acres. The tubing installation day 
took place on Veteran’s Day at a 
veteran’s farm and provided hands-
on training on how to make a small-
scale maple sugar operation easier 
on the body by using tubing instead 
of  lugging heavy buckets of  sap 
across the snow.   

The project also provided guidance 
to two MSU College of  Engineering 
Mechanical Engineering Capstone 
projects: making improvements to a 
previous design group’s rolling 
kneeler cart prototype to help a 
client tend low-growing lavender 
while protecting her fragile foot 
bones and an arm support addition 
to an exoskeleton that could be 
useful for anyone who had 
experienced a stroke or injury 
affecting one arm so that they can 
lift and do overhead work such as 
pruning. 

Throughout the year, the team 
worked with 164 clients at their 
farms and collaborated with 
Michigan Rehabilitation Services to 
provide equipment such as quick-
attach hitches, lifts on tractors and 
combines, and cattle handling 
systems to 22 farmers across the 
state. AgrAbility also worked with 
Easterseals MORC to provide 
$9,500 in donations to cover 
equipment for 12 farmers such as 
hand control levers, an air ride seat 
and an electric wheelchair, 
improvements that will make their 
work safer and easier on the body. 
Former clients also donated nine 
items back to the program, 
amounting to nearly $30,000 worth 
of  equipment that is back in use.  

Staff  had great presence around the 
state and provided 21 presentations, 
tabled at nine events, and had 341 
direct interactions, from a total of  
more than 7,550 participants present 
at events.   
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SUPPORTING AGRICULTURE & AGRIBUSINESS FARM STRESS

In 2025, the program led 74 training workshops, 
reaching more than 1,700 participants 

Scan to view the short documentary 
Weathering Together


