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2018 Regional Water Quality Survey

The GLRC’s 2018 Regional Water Quality Survey results are in! The survey was administered this 
summer through phone, mail, and digital quesধ onnaires and completed by over 600 randomly 
selected residents throughout the Grand River, Red Cedar, and Looking Glass River urbanized 
watersheds. The GLRC Public Educaধ on subcommiħ ee uses the survey data to inform future 
outreach strategies and to idenধ fy knowledge gaps within the region. Results are compared to 
the GLRC’s 2006 and 2012 surveys to determine if outreach campaigns have been eff ecধ ve in 
educaধ ng the public or if new approaches should be adopted in the upcoming MS4 permit cycle.  

Below are some key take-aways from the fi nal report:

• More people realize that their acধ ons at home impact water quality in their community.  Only 24% 
of respondents said their acধ ons have “liħ le eff ect” or “no eff ect”, compared to 36% in 2006.

• 89% of respondents believe local water quality aff ects the Great Lakes.
• Over ধ me, more respondents have correctly indicated that “stormwater runoff ” contributes most 

to water polluধ on.
• The majority of people understand where storm drains lead.
• 14% of respondents were familiar with the GLRC.
• Respondents prefer to learn about environmental issues and iniধ aধ ves through social media.
• The majority of respondents are willing to pay more in taxes, uধ liধ es, and housing to improve water 

quality in their community.

The 2018, 2012, and 2006 survey fi nal reports are available at www.mywatersheds.org/for-
municipaliধ es-1. The public and partners are encouraged to use and share these reports freely.

Reach out to GLRC Coordinator Cliff  Walls at CWalls@mitcrpc.org with any quesধ ons.

 Fall Leaf Management

Leaf-clogged drains can cause localized 
fl ooding, damage property, and impact 
road safety!  Keep leaves clear of any storm 
drain and safely remove obstrucধ ons or 
call your local public works department.

Autumn leaves may be beauধ ful, but they can cause a variety of issues for stormwater drainage 
systems and the waterways they discharge into.

An obvious consequence of falling leaves is fl ooding. Large bunches of leaves can blow into stormwater 
drains, clog the grates and pipes, and slow or stop water from draining. This can cause homes and 
yards to fl ood and impact road safety.

A less obvious concern is nutrient loading.  Decaying leaves can rob aquaধ c habitats of oxygen and 
account for more than half of the annual amount of phosphorus found in urban stormwater, a nutrient 
known to cause toxic algal blooms.  

Though leaves are natural, we’ve altered the environment in a way that can amplify the impact of 
seemingly harmless “polluধ on.” In a natural environment, leaves would decay in place and most rain 
runoff  and nutrients would be absorbed into the soil. But in urban areas, drainage systems collect 
and concentrate contaminated runoff  from enধ re neighborhoods, communiধ es, and watersheds, 
discharging it into common points.  In this system, nutrients from leaves (and any other pollutant) can 
reach and impact waterways far from their point of origin.  

For these reasons and more, communiধ es sweep their streets and may off er free yard waste disposal 
or curbside leaf pickup for homeowners. You can help protect water quality by following these ধ ps:

• Mulch mow! Set your mower to the highest seষ  ng, chop up those leaves, and leave them to 
ferধ lizer your lawn.  

• If uধ lizing curbside pickup, store leaves away from drains while awaiধ ng pick-up. 
• If you noধ ce a clogged drain, remove leaves from the grates (if you can safely do so), or call your 

local public works department.  
• If you noধ ce that a catch basin is frequently clogged, alert public works of the problem area.  

 



Most oil polluধ on is diff erent than the pictures 
you see of oil covered beaches or large spills. In 
fact, poorly maintained vehicles are one of the 
biggest contributors of oil to our waterways. 
Leaking automoধ ve fl uid goes from car to 
street, street to storm drain, and from the 
drain to our rivers, lakes and streams. With 
over 250 million cars on the road, small leaks 
and spills add up to big problems. Just one 
pint of motor oil can create a slick larger than a 
football fi eld and it’s esধ mated that Americans 
spill 180 million gallons of used oil each year!

The mid-Michigan area is home to three 
watersheds - the Grand River, Red Cedar River, 
and Looking Glass River Watersheds - and all 
land within this area drains to Lake Michigan.  
Keeping automoধ ve fl uids, liħ er, and other 
pollutants off  the ground is the best way to 
keep them out of the Great Lakes!  

Vehicle Maintenance Tips

• Repair any leaks and drips from your vehicle.    
This includes: motor oil, transmission fl uid, 
anধ freeze/coolant, power steering fl uid, 
brake fl uid, gasoline and other lubricants.   
Remember, these chemicals are also 
dangerous to your pets. 

• If you choose to change your own oil, do 
not dump the used oil in the yard, on your 
driveway, or in a storm drain. Find a local 
business that will recycle the used oil or drop 
it off  at a community collecধ on event.

• Do not use used motor oil to control dust on 
gravel drive-ways.

• Wash your car on the grass to fi lter out 
impuriধ es or take it to a commercial car wash 
where the water is reclaimed and treated 
(check local ordinances fi rst). 

• Basic automoধ ve maintenance such as tune- 
ups, proper ধ re infl aধ on, and effi  cient driving 
pracধ ces saves on fuel, as well as water and 
air polluধ on. 

• Abandoned vehicles should be taken to a 
scrap yard or donated to a local charity.   Old 
cars siষ  ng in fi elds or driveways will leak oil 
and fuel.

Oil and Water Don’t Mix
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Dog Photo Contest
Keep an eye on the GLRC Facebook and 
website!  We’ll be holding a photo contest 
to determine which dogs will win prizes 
and be featured on our 2019 calendar! 

Stay tuned!
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IDEP Training

Outfall screening demonstration near Hawk Island 

County Park.

GLRC members’ staff  at Hawk Island Park for IDEP field training!

The GLRC organizes mulধ ple training 
opportuniধ es for members each year and 
the OuĤ all Field Screening training gave 
everyone a chance to enjoy the beauধ ful 
summer weather! Special thanks to Spicer 
Group for refreshing staff  on Illicit Discharge 
Eliminaধ on Program requirements, screening 
protocols, and for demonstraধ ng new tools 
and equipment.  
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Follow the GLRC and TCRPC online for updates on regional planning and stormwater management!  
Stay Connected.  
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