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Opioid overdose is the leading cause of unintentional death in the U.S. Narcan TM (Naloxone) is a prescription
medicine that can reverse overdose effects. This research investigates the effect of Naloxone access laws on
overdose death rates using state and temporal variation in the enactment of these laws. We also explore possible
spillover effects between Naloxone access laws and overdose death rates across states. Our analyses reveal that
when broken down by access law provisions, there exists a mixture of positive and negative effects on overdose
death rates depending upon the provision. The results indicate that Naloxone access provisions have regional
impacts by influencing overdose death rates within the state enacted and have a spillover effect in neighboring
states. The magnitude of spillover effects is larger than direct effects in the states. Looking across multiple
provisions, our findings provide no statistical evidence that these laws reduce opioid death rates.
Presented by: Elham Erfanian, West Virginia University
Elham is a Ph.D. candidate in Natural Resource Economics at West Virginia University, and
a graduate assistant at the Regional Research Institute. She will soon join the Community
and Economic Development Initiative of Kentucky, UK as a postdoctoral scholar.
Her research interests lie in the fields of Health Economics, Energy Economics, Urban and
Regional Economics, and Natural Resource Economics. In particular, her focus on opioid
crisis and how public health policies impact and are impacted by regional economies, rural
development, water, energy generation and health outcomes. Elham has also done work on
the topics of energy, public policy, and research outcomes.
******************************************************************************
Registration: There is no registration and no fee for attending this webinar.
To join the webinar go to http://ncrcrd.adobeconnect.com/ncrcrd1, “enter as a guest” is by default already
chosen. Type your name into the text box provided, and click on “Enter Room”. You are now in the meeting
room for the webinar.
To facilitate Q&A’s participants submit questions/comments via the Chat Function in Adobe Connect.
The webinar will be recorded and archived at
http://www.canr.msu.edu/ncrcrd/webinars/rural_health_and_safety_education
To receive these announcements directly, or to correct errors in our distribution list, please email
soliz@msu.edu.
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