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MAEAP: Michigan Agriculture 

Environmental Assurance Program



MAEAP’s Mission
To develop and implement a 
proactive environmental 
assurance program that targets all 
size Michigan farms and all 
commodities, ensuring that 
farmers are engaging in cost 
effective pollution prevention 
practices and working to comply 
with state and federal 
environmental rules and 
regulations.



What is MAEAP?

This program is voluntary, free, and is suitable for both large 
and small farms. Everything we learn about a farm is 100% 

confidential. This is guaranteed by state law.



The MAEAP Process





What Does MAEAP Do?
-Demonstrates a farm’s compliance with the GAAMPs

-Ensures safe storage of fuel, fertilizer and chemicals

-Balances efficient production and sound environmental practices

-Provides tools and resources to help farms improve their 
operations

-Maximizes fertilizer use

-Supports good relationships with consumers and neighbors

-Helps to protect the Great Lakes and other natural resources



Right to Farm GAAMPs

● “The Michigan legislature passed into law the Michigan Right to Farm Act (PA 
93 of 1981, as amended), which requires the establishment of Generally 
Accepted Agriculture and Management Practices (GAAMPs). These practices 
are written to provide uniform, statewide standards and acceptable 
management practices based on sound science. These practices can serve 
producers in the various sectors of the industry to compare or improve their 
own managerial routines. New Scientific Discoveries and changing economic 
conditions may require necessary revision of the practices.” 

● “Agricultural producers who voluntarily follow these practices are provided 
protection from public or private nuisance litigation under the Right to Farm Act”  



GAAMPs for Pesticide Utilization and Pest 

Control

● Pesticide Labels 
● Certification 
● Application Equipment, Methods, and Pesticide Formulations
● Equipment Use and Calibration 
● Worker and Handler Safety 
● Alternative Pest Management Techniques 
● Protection of the Environment 
● Agriculture Pollution Emergencies 
● Excess Spray Mixtures and Rinsates
● Mixing/Loading 
● Application and Standards for Use 
● Record Keeping 
● Transport of Pesticides 
● Disposal of Unused Pesticides 
● Disposal of Pesticide Containers 
● On Farm Storage and Containment of Pesticides 
● Pesticide Use Recommendations and Technical Assistance 



Some Key Points from GAAMPs 

● Equipment Use and 
Calibration 

● Protection of the 
Environment 

● Agriculture Pollution 
Emergencies 

● Applications and Standards 
for Use 

● Record Keeping 



Drift Management 

● “A Drift Management Plan shall be in writing, and MDARD will consider the 
presence and use of a written drift management plan as a factor in determining 
appropriate enforcement action in the event of drift.” 

● Components: 

○ Procedures used when applying pesticides 

○ Procedures used when off-target drift is anticipated due to the nature of 
the application 

○ Procedures used when off-target drift is NOT anticipated, but does occur. 

○ Review of plan by applicators 

○ Site Record Sheet 

○ List of neighboring property owners and contact information 



Drift Management Continued 

● Factors affecting spray drift

○ Spray characteristics

○ Equipment and 
application

○ Weather, wind, 
topography, etc. 



Sensitive Areas

Source: Bridge Magazine

Source: USDA National Agroforestry 
Center



Pesticide Storage and Handling 

● Storage: 

○ Isolation from water sources  

○ Impermeable floor surface 

○ Securable, Signage 

○ Spill Kits 

○ Extremely Hazardous Substances, Emergency Plan 

○ Container condition, disposal 
● Handling

○ Mixing/loading, monitoring, measuring devices 

○ Backflow prevention 

○ Excess spray mixture/building waste water

Source: USDA-
NRCS



Emergency Planning 
● Filing Instructions
● Spill Kits 
● Reporting 
● Farm emergency contact info
● Agency emergency numbers 
● Farmstead and neighborhood maps
● Agrichemical information 
● Farm response resources 
● Emergency action plans for manure, 

fertilizer, and pesticide spills 
● Spill or release report 
● Security and safety Info 

● By law, MAEAP verified farms don’t won’t 
suffer civil fines or penalties for accidental 
discharge if reported and addressed, just 
resource clean up. 



Pesticide Container Recycling

See flyer in binder for 2019 
recycling dates! 



Clean Sweep – Old Pesticides



Local Clean Sweep Sites



NRCS Cost Share through EQIP



MAEAP Cost Share



More Cost Share



Michigan farmers are proud to be recognized 

for their stewardship! 



MAEAP Contacts

Lauren Silver 
MAEAP Technician- Antrim, Grand Traverse
lsilver@gtcd.org
231-941-0960 ext. 22 

Parker Ameel
MAEAP Technician- Benzie, Leelanau 
pameel@gtcd.org
231-941-0960 ext. 23 

Dan Busby 
MDARD MAEAP Verifier 
busbyd@Michigan.gov
231-373-4298
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