
 

 

Isabella Welles Hunnewell Horticultural Internship Program 

Internship Opportunities in Horticulture, Arboriculture, Plant Production, & Curation 

Application Deadline: February 7, 2016 (applicants are encouraged to apply early – applications are 
reviewed upon submission) 
 
The Arnold Arboretum offers paid internships in collections management with concentrations in 
horticulture and landscape maintenance, arboriculture, plant production, or collections curation. 
Experiences combine hands-on training, along with educational classes and visits to other botanical 
institutions. Interns are accepted for 12- to 14-week appointments (typically May through August) with 
the exception of a limited number of longer-term (18- to 24-week) appointments based on the 
availability of funding.  

As part of the training program, interns work alongside professional staff in their host department and 
participate in instructional sessions across disciplines to develop a comprehensive sense of the 
Arboretum’s collections management practices. Field trips to other public gardens are offered 
throughout the summer to expose interns to the broader field of public horticulture and provide 
networking opportunities with professional staff at these institutions. As members of the Arboretum 
community, interns are encouraged to share their experience and knowledge, and to participate fully in 
the work of the institution. As a capstone project, interns work as a group to address a real collections 
management issue and present their proposal to their peers and Arboretum staff. 

The Arnold Arboretum of Harvard University is the oldest public arboretum in North America and one of 
the world's leading centers for the study of plants. Founded in 1872 and designed by America's first 
landscape architect, Frederick Law Olmsted, and the Arboretum's first director, Charles Sprague Sargent, 
the 281-acre Arboretum is an historic landmark and one of the best preserved of Olmsted's landscapes. 
A unique blend of beloved public landscape and respected research institution, the Arboretum provides 
and supports world-class research, horticulture, and education programs that foster the understanding, 
appreciation, and preservation of woody plants. Along with a horticultural library and herbarium 
encompassing some 4.8 million dried plant specimens, the Arboretum comprises one of the largest and 
best documented woody plant collections in the world, with over 14,000 living plants. To learn more 
about the Arnold Arboretum, please visit: www.arboretum.harvard.edu 

For more information and to apply please visit:  

http://www.arboretum.harvard.edu/education/collections-fellowships-and-internships/ 

Harvard University is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer 

 


