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Photo Contributed by Paul Petosky  
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Photo Contributed by Marc Vander Meulen Collection  
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•A gateway from downtown 

Frankfort to Lake Michigan 

Beach.  

 

•Just under 40,000 square 

feet.  

 

•Named for the Civil War 

cannon that is placed on 

the west end of the park. 





•The City of Frankfort 

provides a 200,000 square 

foot beach. 

 

•Beautiful towering sand 

dunes to the north.  

 

•Swimming, fishing, kite 

sailing, wind surfing, and the 

great view it provides.  

Source: erikalinsgreatloopadventure.blogspot.com 

http://erikalinsgreatloopadventure.blogspot.com/2011_08_01_archive.html
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•An estimated 210,000 visitors to Frankfort in 2011 

 

•48% of visitors during peak summer months 

 

•1,939 visitors per day (during peak season) 
 

•Average of 3 people per car 

 

•646 cars per day 

 
 

 

   

Photo contributed by Twenty Two North Gallery 
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• Both Father Charlevoix 

“Cannon” Park and Lake 

Michigan Beach are within close 

and walkable proximity to the 

downtown and Main Street. 
 

•The region has strong natural 

beauty  

• There are not enough flushing toilets 

within close proximity to either Father 

Charlevoix “Cannon” Park of Lake 

Michigan Beach 

 
• The flow of vehicles and pedestrians is 

often congested and unsafe  

• New location and accessibility 

for restroom facilities  

 

• The placement of a new 

trailhead pavilion including 
restrooms and concessions  

•Complacency or inaction causing a halt in 

forward progress for the two parks  

 

•Other communities having a competitive 

advantage  
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Photo contributed by Nina Kokotas Hahn 
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Recommendation  

Photo contributed by John McCormick  
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Option Location Proximity 
to Beach 
(<5000 m) 

Sewer Does not Block 
of View of the 
Beach 

Space 
Availability 

Total 
Score 

1 Father 
Charlevoix 
“Cannon” Park 

Yes Yes Yes Yes 4 

2 Sac Street 
Entrance 

Yes Yes No No  2 

3 In the side of 
the dune 

Yes No Yes No 2 

4 Stay the Same Yes No Yes No 2 
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Recommendation  Recommendation  

•Modify the bathroom design proposal 

for Father Charlevoix “Cannon” Park to 

include the following: 
•6-7 toilets for women 

•4 toilets and 3 urinals for men  
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Photo contributed by Thadd Fiala 

 

Recommendation  

Photo contributed by Lamers Bus Inc. 
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Photo contributed by Observer Newspapers 

Recommendation  



http://ced.msu.edu/publications/reports/planning

