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INTRODUCTION
Project Goal: to assist in the development of a comprehensive neighborhood plan
for the historic Vine Neighborhood, in accordance with the neighborhood planning
process defined by the City of Kalamazoo in its master plan, Imagine Kalamazoo
2025.
Vine is the first of twenty-two neighborhoods that will go through this process in
the coming years. The neighborhood is located immediately south of downtown
Kalamazoo, and east of Western Michigan University. Its land area is one square
mile defined by West Lovell to the north, Oakland to the west, Howard to the south,
and Crosstown and Burdick to the east.
This work was prepared for the City of Kalamazoo and the Vine Neighborhood
Association. We would like to thank our clients, Kathleen Reilly, Christina Anderson,
and Steve Walsh, for their support throughout this process.
The goals and recommendations found within this report are a direct product
of the valuable input received from residents who live the story of Vine
Neighborhood every day. First and foremost, this document is for them,
because of them, and can only be successful when implemented with them.

COMMUNITY DEMOGRAPHICS & TRENDS
Vine Neighborhood has an estimated population of
5,572; approximately 7.2% of the City of Kalamazoo’s
77,327 residents live within this neighborhood (Esri
Business Analyst, 2017). The population, economy, and
housing characteristics of Vine differ from the rest of the
City. Major themes are summarized below:

RECOMMENDATIONS
Based on our analyses and resident feedback, 14 Specific, Measurable,
Achievable, Realistic, Time-based (S.M.A.R.T.) goals were developed. Goals were
organized into tables which included the goal name, recommended actions, lead
and partners, timeline, cost, and metric for evaluating success. The table below
lists the 14 goals, each accompanied by one example action from our report.

▪ The median age in Vine is 25, largely reflective of
the many student renters in the neighborhood.
▪ Vine is growing in diversity, with the two largest
non-white, minority groups being African
Americans and Hispanics.
▪ The neighborhood’s educational attainment
exceeds that of both the City and state.
Approximately 75% of its population has
completed at least some college.
▪ The median income is $22,359, far below City and
state medians. Many students work part-time, and
Vine offers many jobs in food service.
▪ Median home value for Vine is $89,483, while the
median rent is $592 per month. Both have been
rising. Vine is primarily a renter market.
▪ The vacancy rate has remained at nearly 13% since
2010. This exceeds vacancy rates for the City of
Kalamazoo and is expected to stay constant
through 2022.

COMPLETE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSESSMENT

Vine Neighborhood context within
Kalamazoo: Esri Business Analyst (2018)

Photographs of mural and housing in Vine

METHODOLOGY & PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT
Methodology: we compiled an
extensive socioeconomic profile,
summarized trends in current and
future land use, conducted a
complete neighborhood
assessment, analyzed input from
past resident engagement, and
assisted in further outreach. From
these, a set of goals and
recommendations was developed.
The flyer to the left was handed
out at a neighborhood meeting in
February. It provides an overview
of engagement during the
planning process.
Our team was directly involved in
the February meeting, the
Imagine Vine survey, and focus
groups that took place in March
and early April.
Timeline created by Amanda Cockroft, Neighborhood Projects

Coordinator at the City of Kalamazoo

A major goal of the Imagine Kalamazoo 2025 Master Plan is fostering ‘complete neighborhoods’. A
neighborhood is said to be complete when it has reached certain criteria in seven different
categories. A neighborhood should be capable of providing for the everyday needs of its residents.
We looked at existing neighborhood conditions to determine whether Vine was meeting the criteria
for a complete neighborhood as specified by the city plan. Vine is considered incomplete for 4 of the
7 categories. However, in some instances, the neighborhood is just short of meeting the criteria.
Simple measures could elevate Vine’s status by the year 2025.

You can find this poster and presentation, as well as see
the work of other MSU practicum teams, by following this
weblink or scanning the QR code to the right:
http://www.canr.msu.edu/spdc/programs/urban_and_regi
onal_planning/uc_archive_practicum_projects

IMAGINE KALAMAOO 2025 ALIGNMENT
To ensure
compatibility with
the city-wide
master plan, the 14
S.M.A.R.T. goals
were aligned with
the strategic vision
outlined in Imagine
Kalamazoo 2025.
The developed
goals and
recommendations
for Vine
Neighborhood are
consistent both
with the desires of
the neighborhood
and with those of
the community at
large.

Many thanks to our instructors and clients, and to the residents of Vine
Neighborhood. We could not have done this without you.

