
TOLLGATE GARDEN VOLUNTEER 
ORIENTATION 



Å Dedicated volunteers- Over 30 yrs. of 
volunteering 

Å Thoughtful leadership- self governing with 
elected board members and committee 
chairs 

Å Peer interaction and sharing- Individual 
and Team oriented experiences 

ÅOpportunity for growth in horticultural 
knowledge-Monthly educational speakers, 
knowledgeable members 

ÅOpportunity for community interaction 
and personal satisfaction-Educational 
gardens, Plant Sale, Open House, Special 
Projects 



TOLLGATE GARDEN VOLUNTEERS 

 Purpose, Mission and Goals 

ÅTo provide horticultural 
support to the MSU 
Tollgate Gardens  

ÅTo help volunteers and 
visitors to the site 
increase their 
horticultural knowledge 
and enjoyment 

 



Tollgate Garden Advisory Committee 

The TGAC is the Executive 
Board composed of elected 
volunteer members acting as 
officers and designated 
chairpersons who work with 
the designated MSU Farm 
Liaison and other MSU staff 
to execute the business 
duties in order to create a 
welcoming and productive 
ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ¢ƻƭƭƎŀǘŜΩǎ 
garden volunteers. 

 



Membership 
ÅAll interested gardeners welcome, many are 

Master Gardeners (MG) or new MG candidates 

Åά!ŎǘƛǾŜέ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ 
Selection Process in order to work in the gardens 
ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎκŜǾŜƴǘǎ ά{ǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎέ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ 
enjoy monthly membership meetings only 

ÅYou can choose to change status and complete 
VSP at any time 

ÅRecommended membership fee, however all 
donations accepted and will go towards 
maintaining the gardens 

 



ÅTollgate has 19 named educational gardens,  some 
with multiple sub- gardens, most are scheduled for 
Team and individual gardener activities for 
maintenance 

ÅSaturday group work activity days based on a 
calendar developed every year 

ÅE-mail reminder notices are sent to Active 
members  ahead of planned activity 

ÅTeams with Area Garden Leaders(AGLs) and  other 
experienced members lead group activity days 
scheduled to accomplish garden tasks, programs or 
events 

Activity Highlights 



Resources 
ÅTGAC, AGL, experienced members!-These folks have 

the expertise, familiarity and willingness to share and answer 
questions. 

ÅTools-Long handled tools, wheelbarrows, tarps and some hand 
tools. We recommend you bring your own. 

ÅGarden Binders-plant list, map, garden planner, To-do lists, 

      AGL contact info.  

ÅThe Farm News Newsletter-updates, articles pictures, 
schedules, announcements (also available on web site) 

ÅWeb Site https://www.canr.msu.edu/tollgate/volunteering/  

      link to volunteer page, newsletters, activity calendar,  Farm        
 Liaison contact info, membership form etc. 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/tollgate/volunteering/
https://www.canr.msu.edu/tollgate/volunteering/




The Demonstration Gardens 



The Demonstration Gardens 
ÅThe area bordering the north parking lot 
ÅDivided into multiple gardens of manageable 

sizes and different plantings/themes 
ÅIntended as an educational area to view mature 

and varied plantings of trees, shrubs and 
perennials 
ÅFeatures three sitting areas and is frequently 

visited and viewed 
ÅIn need of more creative and dedicated 

volunteers/teams 
ÅAn opportunity for garden design and planting 

upgrades 



Demonstration Garden 
ÅGazebo and grape arbor 

and solar fountain 

ÅFeatured plantings 
including spirea, lilac, 
junipers, crab apples, 
native plantings and 
more  

ÅMulti season interest 

 







!ƴŘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜΧΦΦ 



THE HOSTA GARDEN 



THE HOSTA GARDEN 

ÅShaded under spruce and  black walnut with a 
central seating area, located between the 
farmhouse and parking lot, has irrigation 

ÅMany hosta varieties and companion plants in 
sections 

ÅLate spring mulching, clean up, path maintenance 

ÅWeeding, some deadheading 

ÅSpecial tool cleaning required due to hosta virus X 
precautions until further notice 

ÅHigh deer browse area 




