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Clare County  

4-H Program Coordinator’s Message 

It might be the middle of winter but we are busy! February is a very busy month 
for Clare County 4-H and there are many fun and educational programs for your 
family to be involved in. This newsletter is filled with information and flyers for 
upcoming events that include educational workshops, statewide events, local 

fundraisers and family outings like Winter Blast and the 4-H Tubing Party.  

Since our last newsletter in December, we have had two SPIN Clubs form and 

meet. SPIN stands for Special Interest and these clubs are short term, meeting for a 
total of 6 to 8 hours throughout 4 to 8 weeks. On page 6 of this newsletter you’ll 
see a review of both SPIN clubs that have taken place in our county so far.  

With all of the programming that we have going on my office time is going to    

limited. Please continue to be patient when trying to reach me and let me know if 
your reason for emailing or calling is urgent. Don’t forget about the 4-H Bad 
Weather Policy and remember to keep and eye on the Clare County 4-H Program 
Facebook page and your email for changes or cancellations.  

Alex Schunk 

4-H Program Coordinator  

February 2018 

Contact Us 

Alex Schunk  
4-H Program Coordinator 
 
225 West Main Street 
P.O. Box 439 
Harrison, Michigan 48625 
 
Phone 
989-539-7805 
 
Email 
schunkal@anr.msu.edu 
 
Web Site 
msue.anr.msu.edu/county/
info/clare 
 
4-H Online 

https://mi.4honline.com/ 

Bad Weather 
Policy: 

If two out of the 
three schools 

(Clare, Harrison, 
Farwell) close on 
the same day due 

to bad weather 
(snow, ice, etc.) 

any scheduled 4-H   
meeting/event will 

be canceled.  

Winter Blast 2017 

http://msue.anr.msu.edu/county/info/calhoun
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/county/info/calhoun
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/county/info/calhoun
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/county/info/calhoun


2 
STATEWIDE CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

4-H Workshops and Events 

 

February 16-17: 4-H Veterinary Science Teen and Adult Leaders Workshop  

Kettunen Center, Tustin 

This workshop is designed for 4-H teens and adults who are fascinated by animal health and 
want to explore animal systems. Registration due Feb. 4. 
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/4_h_veterinary_science_teen_and_adult_leaders_workshop2 
 
 

February 17: 4-H Dog Project Leaders and Judges Workshop 

Michigan  State University, East Lansing 

Learn how agility, obedience, rally and showmanship classes are evaluated. Registration due 
Feb. 9. 

http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/michigan_4_h_dog_project_leader_and_judges_workshop_1 
 

February 17-18: 4-H Beef, Sheep and Swine Teen and Adult Leaders Workshop  

Kettunen Center, Tustin 

Take your beef, sheep or swine project to the next level by attending this workshop and 
learning about animal health, management, care and nutrition. Registration due Feb. 4. 
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/
events/4_h_beef_sheep_and_swine_teen_and_adult_leaders_workshop2 
 

 

February 19: Youth Business Guide to Success: Make the Most of Your Market Live-

stock Project Workshop 

Saginaw Valley Research and Extension Center, Frankenmuth 

Spend some time learning about the business and entrepreneurial aspects of your livestock  
project. Register by Feb. 15. 

http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/
youth_business_guide_to_success_make_the_most_of_your_market_livestock_proj 
 

February 24: Michigan 4-H Embryology Staff, Teacher and Volunteer Training 

Grand Traverse County MSU Extension, Traverse City 

This training is designed for educators who would like to learn how to implement an  
embryology program through classroom activities or 4-H SPIN clubs.   
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/
michigan_4_h_embryology_staff_teacher_and_volunteer_training_grand_traverse 
 

March 9-11: Michigan 4-H Dairy Conference 

Kettunen Center, Tustin 

Learn about Michigan agriculture, increase knowledge of the dairy industry, and develop life 
skills!  

http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/michigan_4_h_dairy_conference_2 
 

March 17-18: Challenge U 4-H FunFest 

Kettunen Center, Tustin 

Youth ages 9-13 will learn about food science and healthy living while meeting youth from 
around the state.  
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/challenge_u_4_h_funfest 
 
 

For the most up-to-date events listing, go to http://4h.msue.msu.edu/events.  

Save the date 

for the 4-H  

Robotics  

Challenge 

 

On March 10-11,  

Michigan 4-H members 

from across the state will 

gather at the Kettunen 

Center to participate in 

the 4-H Robotics  

Challenge.  

 

Open to youth ages 12-16 

as either individuals or a 

team, the event will  

include LEGO EV3, Junk 

Drawer Robotics, and 

VEX real-time challenges. 

 

Registration for the 4-H 

Robotics Challenge will 

by available soon and will 

be due by Feb. 20. 

http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/4_h_veterinary_science_teen_and_adult_leaders_workshop2
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/michigan_4_h_dog_project_leader_and_judges_workshop_1
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/4_h_beef_sheep_and_swine_teen_and_adult_leaders_workshop2
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/4_h_beef_sheep_and_swine_teen_and_adult_leaders_workshop2
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/youth_business_guide_to_success_make_the_most_of_your_market_livestock_proj
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/youth_business_guide_to_success_make_the_most_of_your_market_livestock_proj
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/michigan_4_h_embryology_staff_teacher_and_volunteer_training_grand_traverse
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/michigan_4_h_embryology_staff_teacher_and_volunteer_training_grand_traverse
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/michigan_4_h_dairy_conference_2
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/challenge_u_4_h_funfest
http://4h.msue.msu.edu/events
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STATEWIDE NEWS AREA  

Capitol Experience registration now available! 

All high school students have the opportunity to register for Michigan 4-H Capitol Experi-
ence, an annual four-day conference held in Lansing that focuses on civic engagement and 
public policy. Attend to experience state government in action and learn how you can in-
fluence policy issues.  
 
Each participant will select and research an issue area, with topics ranging from animal 
agriculture, civil rights, education, technology, and more.  
Together, groups draft a bill related to the issue and move the bill through a legislative sim-
ulation. While spending time in Lansing, youth will interact with legislators, tour Michi-
gan’s Capitol, discover how policy is made, explore potential politically-related careers and 
more! 
 
Registration is available at https://events.anr.msu.edu/4HCapEx/ and is due by March 16.  
 

World Food Prize Michigan Youth  

Institute now accepting applications!  
On May 10, Michigan youth passionate about addressing global food security will gather 
for the World Food Prize Michigan Youth Institute (WFPMIYI).  
 
This life-changing experience offers the next generation of  
globally-minded leaders an opportunity to address international challenges through the 
investigation of new technology, potential academic pursuits, and future careers that will 
impact food insecurity across the world.  
 
This year, the WFPMIYI will be held in two locations: Michigan State University and the 
Upper Peninsula Research and Extension Center in Chatham. Applications for the insti-
tute are due April 1. For more information, visit http://msue.anr.msu.edu/program/info/
wfpmiyi. 
 

Youth Pork Quality Assurance roll-over information 
For many years, the Youth Pork Quality Assurance (YPQA) Plus Program has been the core 
quality assurance certification program for youth who sell and exhibit their swine, includ-
ing many  
Michigan 4-H’ers. In 2015, it was decided that the YPQA Plus program would be complete-
ly  
redesigned into an overarching, all-species quality assurance program known as the Youth 
for the Quality Care of Animals (YQCA) Program.  
 
The intended final roll-out date for the YQCA program was January 2018, however, delays 
in the platform development led to an extension of the existing YPQA Plus program 
until June 1, 2018. Youth with a current YPQA Plus certification will remain certified until 
the expiration date has passed; there will not be an extension for youth certifications. 
YPQA Plus certifications, as well as YQCA certifications, will be accepted by and could be 
required by processors and certain fairs and livestock exhibitions.  
 
For more information about YPQA rollover, visit  http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/
youth_pork_quality_assurance_program_rollover_information. 

New social  

media resource! 

 

In this new Michigan 4-H 

resource, club leaders 

can educate youth about 

the impact media can 

have on others and them-

selves. Anything digital 

can be stores, copied and 

shared, even if it is only 

intended to be shared 

privately.  

 

Teach youth the  

consequences of their 

activity online with this 

new lesson plan that pairs 

well with other previously 

created responsible social 

media usage lessons. 

 

Download your copy at 

http://msue.anr.msu.edu/

resources/4_h_ 

responsible_social_ 

media_activity_ 

online_consequences. 

https://events.anr.msu.edu/4HCapEx/
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/program/info/wfpmiyi
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/program/info/wfpmiyi
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/youth_pork_quality_assurance_program_rollover_information
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/youth_pork_quality_assurance_program_rollover_information


4 
February  

5: 4-H Small Animal Association Meeting, 7pm, MMCC Superior Room 

8: Equine Health & Nutrition, 6:30-8pm, MMCC Houghton Room  

10: Winter Blast, 10am-1pm, MMCC 

12: Officer Roles and Parliamentary Procedure Workshop, 6-8pm, MMCC Superior Room  

13: Horse Ownership 101, 6:30-8pm, MMCC Houghton Room  

16-18: 4-H Livestock and Vet Science Workshop, Kettunen Center  

17: Clare and Gladwin Counties 4-H Tubing Party, 10am-Noon, SnowSnake 

20: 4-H Livestock Association Meeting, 6:30pm, MMCC Superior Room 

26: Biosecurity Basics, 6:30-8pm, MMCC Houghton Room  

28: 4-H Council Meeting, 7pm, MMCC Superior Room 

March 

2-3: 4-H Scrap N Craft, Harrison Lion’s Building  

5: 4-H Small Animal Association Meeting, 7pm, MMCC Superior Room 

7: Foodstand and Milk Booth Inventory Training, 6:30pm, MMCC Superior Room 

8: 4-H Council Higher Education Scholarship Applications Due  

17: Clare Irish Festival Parade, 11am line up for float, parade starts at noon  

20: 4-H Livestock Association Meeting, 6:30pm, MMCC Superior Room 

21: Animal Care and Wellbeing Workshop, 6:30pm, MMCC Houghton Room 

28: 4-H Council Meeting, 7pm, MMCC Superior Room 

April 

2: 4-H Small Animal Association Meeting, 7pm, MMCC Superior Room 

17: 4-H Livestock Association Meeting, 6:30pm, MMCC Superior Room 

25: 4-H Council Meeting, 7pm, MMCC Superior Room 

May 

1: New Club Member Enrollment Closes  

7: 4-H Small Animal Association Meeting, 7pm, Location TBD 

15: 4-H Livestock Association Meeting, 6:30pm, Location TBD 

23: 4-H Council Meeting, 7pm, Location TBD 

June 

4: 4-H Small Animal Association Meeting, 7pm, 4-H Foodstand 

18: 4-H Cloverbud Day Camp, Camp Neyati in Lake 

18: 4-H Overnight Summer Camp Counselor Training, Camp Neyati in Lake 

19: 4-H Livestock Association Meeting, 6:30pm, 4-H Foodstand 

19-22: 4-H Overnight Summer Camp, Camp Neyati in Lake 

20-22: 4-H Exploration days at Michigan State University  

26-28: Summer Camp Blast, MMCC– Harrison  

27: 4-H Council Meeting, 7pm, 4-H Foodstand  

 

 

CLARE COUNTY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Supplies Needed 

The 4-H Foodstand is 

in need of a large  

industrial freezer. If 

you know of     

someone who is  

willing to donate a 

freezer or work with 

the 4-H Council on 

the cost, let Alex 

Schunk or any 4-H 

Foodstand          

Committee member 

know.  

 

 

 

 

Silent auction items 

are needed for the   

4-H Council Scrap 

and Craft Fundraiser 

in March. Clubs who 

would like to donate 

items should contact 

Donna Thompson at 

989-429-0303 
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CLARE COUNTY NEWS 

Club # of 4-H Council 

Blue Ribbon 0 

Bouncing Bunny’s Galloping Goats  1 

Bow Masters 1 

Brushwood 4 

Busy Bunny Raisers 4 

Country Community Club 1 

Country Neighbors 4 

County Line Pioneers 1 

Denim & Dust 4 

Harrison Hoppers 1 

Hicks N Chicks 1 

Hide N Hares 3 

Hill Top 2 

Kountry Kidz 1 

Millennium Showmen 2 

North Country Trail Riders 0 

Over the County Line 1 

Supreme Showmen 0 

Triangle 2 

We Chip In 3 

Young Country  4 

Clare County 4-H Council Higher Education Scholarship 

All current high school seniors should have received an application for the Higher       

Scholarship by email during the last week of January. This scholarship can be used for any 

higher education. Please apply! This scholarship is one of the many reason why the 4-H 

Council has many fundraisers including the Foodstand, Milk Booth, Flower Sale, and Scrap 

and Craft. Applications are due to the MSU Extension Office March 8.  

Clare Irish Festival Parade 

The Annual Clare Irish Festival Parade is on Saturday, March 17. Join us on the Clare   

County 4-H float and show your 4-H pride. Each family is asked to bring a bag of candy and 

each club is asked to make a poster representing their club and 4-H. Parade line up begins 

at 11am on Schoolcrest Avenue near the VFW Hall with the parade beginning at Noon. The 

float will return to the same location where the parade began.  

4-H Exploration Days at MSU 

Dates – June 20-22, 2018  Theme – Learn, Discover, Grow  

Registration fee – $165 ($185 for non 4-H’ers.) This is a great bargain for a 
3-day, 2-night MSU pre-college program full of experiential learning and personal growth 
opportunities! The Clare County 4-H Council will automatically cover half of this cost plus 
other scholarships may be available by contacting the MSU Extension Office. Registration 
books will be in during the month of February. Keep an eye on the Clare County 4-H      
Program Facebook page to find out when the books are in. They will also be available at all 
regular scheduled meetings when they are in.  

4-H Council By-Law Change 

i. A representative from each 4-H club 

must attend at least four (4)  4-H Council 

meetings within a 4-H year, September 1 

to August 31, of the current year. The 

representative   cannot be an overall  

Council officer. Failure to comply this 

bylaw will   result in the disbandment of 

the club by the 4-H Youth Staff of Clare    

County MSU Extension. 

 

Welcome to our 

newest volunteers! 

Erica Drake—

Millennium       

Showmen  

Kailyn Brugger—

Young Country   

Community 

Lynnette Sheldon—

Resource Volunteer  

Michelle Grover—

Resource Volunteer  

Leaders, please 

keep an eye on 

your email for a 

survey of       

supplies your 

club has. Club 

kits are coming 

soon!  
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CLARE COUNTY NEWS CONTINUED  

Holiday Craft Day THANK YOU! This year’s event was a huge success with record numbers of youth 
attending.  We had many great comments about the event from repeat attendees.  We served 8 
counties and 2 states.  Thank you to my committee, Mary Mathews, Tammie Armstrong, Carolyn 
Kinberg, Trudy Foster, Cindy Dietsch and volunteers Alex Schunk, Joanna Krell, Liz Osterloh, Nicole 
Shanarsky, Natalie and Madison Armstrong, and this years 4-H ambassadors that made this day a 
success.  THANK YOU again for making this event a great one. 

Donna Thompson     (Craft Day photos below) 

News from the Fair 

Office 

Fair Camping: 2018   

Camping deposits  $25 and 

will be taken at the Fair 

Office Oct 1– Dec 31 by 

cash, check, or credit card. 

Checks payable to the 

Clare County Fair, PO Box 

698, Harrison, MI 48625. 

The fee of $125 is due by 

July 14, 2018. Fair Office 

hours are on winter  

schedule, please call     

before coming in to make 

sure someone is there.  

989-539-9011 

2018 Fair Dates: July 23-

28 

Theme: Garden   

Colors: Red and Yellow  

The Gifts from the Kitchen SPIN (Short Term Special Interest) Club met for four weeks between 
Thanksgiving and Christmas at the Harrison City Market. Youth were able to make ornaments, pop 
corn garland, brownies and bean soup in a jar, and cookies. (Photos below) 

The Cabin Fever SPIN (Short Term Special Interest) Club  consisted of 15 youth age 5 to 12. They met 
during the month of January at Mid Michigan Community College and enjoyed a nature scavenger 
hunt, making winter crafts and pine cone bird feeders, met a forester, and roasted hot dogs and 
s’mores at MMCC’s park area. (Photos below) 






























