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Spring is Coming!

Contact Us

Like many of you, I was fearful that Spring would never come back to northern Michigan– but after these past few days of warmer weather, I have a new
found optimism. The grass is greening, the driveways are drying out and spring
sports are practicing. With all of that, I want to get a spring newsletter into your
hands, filled with numerous opportunities to get involved with everything we have
to offer this summer.

Les Thomas
4-H Program Coordinator

Throughout this newsletter you will find a club directory as well as the summer dates calendar– we have lots to see and do this summer. Please also find a
registration for the Detroit Daytrip-we are excited to announce that we will be going
to Greenfield Village as well as to Comerica Park and that registration is open on a
first-come, first-served basis. In addition to the opportunities inside, I have also
added our scholarship policy– as we can all use a hand in paying for the educational programs we’re going to. Our 4-H Council has set a $2000 youth scholarship budget this year– let’s make sure we take advantage and spend it all!

See you soon!

320 South State Street
Harrisville, MI
48740
Phone
989-724-6478
Email
alcona@msue.msu.edu
Web Site

http://msue.anr.msu.edu/
county/info/alcona
Facebook
ALCONA MSU Extension

LesThomas, 4-H Program Coordinator
Area Youth Attend Leadership
Program

activities designed to help them discover
their leadership voice and strengthen their
team building skills as well. In addition to
19 area youth from ages 11-19 came together
to learn about the importance of youth lead- the youth program, Keinath also spoke at the
evening Appreciation Dinner event. That
ership in January at a program held prior to
event hosted over 70 volunteers, donors and
the 4-H Appreciation Dinner at Lost Lake
supporters for a wonderful evening of food,
Woods Club.
fellowship and recognition. A silent auction
The program was facilitated by Wexford
County MSU Educator Sara Keinath to help capped the evening off that raised over $1800
to support both the dinner, leadership proyouth realize their leadership potential and
remind them that they can be a positive voice gram as well as the scholarship fund.
For Photo from event– see page 2.
in their communities. Youth participated in
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ALCONA COUNTY 4-H CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Garden Club
members needed!
The Alcona Elementary
School garden is looking
for a club or club(s) to
help with all phases of
the 2015 garden– from
pre-planting to harvesting.
The Born in a Barn 4-H
Club has been very active
in establishing and maintaining the garden that
sits in between the Elementary school and the
partnering Alcona Health
Center.

May 1

Counselor sign up for camp ends- Camp Fur, Fins and Feathers

May 1

Registration for Detroit Daytrip opens

May 31

Camper sign up ends– Camp Fur, Fins and Feathers

June 24-26

Exploration Days at MSU

June 29-July 2

Camp Fur, Fins and Feathers– Ocqueoc Outdoor Center

June 1

Soccer signup begins

July 1

Registration Deadline– all Alcona 4-H clubs

July 18

2nd Annual 4-H Expo—Alcona Recreation Area (Fairgrounds)

July 20

16th annual Detroit Daytrip - Greenfield Village/Comerica Park

July 26-27

Fair registration—Livestock deadline

Aug 2-3

Fair Registration—Home Arts deadline

Aug 1

Soccer signup ends

Aug 2-8

Great Lakes and Natural Resources Camp

Aug 18

4-H Awards deadline (all paperwork must be turned into club leader)

Aug 18-22

Alcona County Fair

The garden project was
born with supporting
funds from NEMIGLSI–
the Northeast Michigan
Great Lakes Stewardship
Initiative– a local grant
fund designed to help
youth get involved with
community and placebased education projects. Besides the health
center, Elementary
school and 4-H, much of
the garden was designed
and created with help of
the Agri-Science and
Woodworking classes at
Alcona High School as
well as the Alcona FFA
Chapter.
If you would like to help,
contact Les Thomas at
724-6478.

Leadership program participants pose with CYI Educator Sara Keinath (at left) after completion
of their 4-hour program held at the Lost Lake Woods Club in January.

$upport Available from the

Fundraiser Policy for all

Alcona 4-H Advisory Council

clubs

The Alcona 4-H Advisory Council recently approved their 201516 budget including numerous items that will benefit the active
4-H family. Through tireless fundraising, the council has set
aside funds for youth and adults to use when attending 4-H
programs on the local, regional and state levels. Additionally,
funds from the annual membership fee may also available for
youth wishing to attend state programs for the first time such as
Exploration Days and Great Lakes and Natural Resources
Camp. 50% of the member fees collected annually stays within
the county to be used in this manner.

Step one: Club determines that they need money
for something. Could be a trip, membership fees,
club resources, 4-H paraphernalia; whatever. You
may not raise money for the sake of having it.
Step two: Club plans a fundraising projectcarwash, bottle drive, bake sale—something that all
or most of the members will be able to help with.
Remember that raffles or other games of chance are
not allowed for 4-H clubs in Michigan.

Scholarship Policy

Step three: The club leader submits a fundraising

Any current 4-H member may request that an educational program be paid for up to 50% of the total cost of registration, not
to exceed $50 per member. To apply, simply request this benefit when registering with the Alcona MSU Extension Office. In
the event of a no-show where fees are collected, the scholarship will be removed and payment must be made by participant. This benefit will occur at time of registration.

request to the MSU Extension Office no less than 2

Training Policy

fundraiser; either right then by staff or by phone or

Any youth or adult registered volunteer attending an educational training program, may request up to 50% of the total cost of
registration be paid for elective training and 100% for mandatory training (not including room upgrades.) In the event of a noshow where fees are collected, this benefit will be removed and
payment must be made by participant. This benefit will come in
the form of a reimbursement after completion of the program.

weeks prior to the anticipated start of the fundraiser event. This document can be picked up at the
office or can be found in the Michigan 4-H Treasurer’s book.
Step four: Wait until confirmation is given for the
mail. You may NOT go ahead with the fundraiser

unless this confirmation is given.
Step five: Conduct fundraiser and make sure to
include all members; this can be a very valuable
learning experience for everyone. Make sure that
all moneys are accounted for and that they are carefully tracked using the Michigan Treasurer’s book.

Loans for Market Beef Projects
The Ludlow Family of Alpena has set aside money in a loan
program for any youth who wishes to raise a beef project and
would like financial help to get started. This is a zero interest
loan that can offer up to $500 per year on a first come—first
served basis. All loans are subject to repayment by September 30th without penalty.

Step six: Complete the Fundraiser Wrap-Up form
found in the Michigan 4-H Treasurer’s handbook.
Mail or drop it off to the Alcona County MSU Extension office.
A reminder--All clubs will be asked to complete an
Annual Fiscal Statement to be on file with the MSU
Extension Office no later than November 1 of the
following 4-H year. If your club had no fiscal activity

The Council Needs you!
While we have seen the council grow in the two years, we are
always looking for more members to share their time and effort
in supporting the Alcona 4-H program. Call for meeting details!

(no current balance or money raised or spent on
behalf of the club in the past year) simply zero the
form and return it to the office. Bank slips and receipts should be turned in where appropriate.

4-H Club Directory
These are the clubs that are looking for new members– if you see something you like, please use the contact
information for the club to get involved!
1.

To Enroll in a club, go to: https://mi.4honline.com

2.

Create a family profile with your email address and a password.

3.

After initially signing in, the system will collect some info and ask if you’d like to change the password- Changing the password is not necessary!

4.

Once you get the family information set, you can add youth and adults as members and/or leaders. (Note- You must have
passed the Volunteer Selection Process to be a leader.) Some of the fields will pre-populate from information you already
gave!

5.

Only add information that will be helpful for your club leader/staff- the system is very secure, but there may be info that
you wish not to share. For the permission page, you will need to select an option for each section and then type both the
members’ name and your own as an electronic signature.

6.

Finally, add the club(s) that each of your children are currently going to be in and then attach projects to each of the clubs.

7.

Send in your member fee of $10/member ($30 per family max) to the Alcona MSU Extension Office and once we receive it,
we will approve your record in the database.

Orkie’s Camo Club

Apple Hill Variety Club

Crafts and Critters

Projects– Rabbit, poultry, gardening,
composting, Ages– 5-19

Projects– All livestock including beef
Ages– 5-19 Meetings-

Born in a Barn

Jolly Rogers

Projects– Gardening, Community Service. Ages– 5-19

Projects– Outdoor recreation, communi- Projects– Woodworking, communication, community service, community ty service Ages– 5-19 Meetingsengagement Ages– 9-19
Leader’s home in Mikado. Dues–
none in addition to the $10 annual
Meetings– primarily in Lincoln, but will
member fee.
move depending on activity
Contact- Kevin or Deb Boyat
Dues– In addition to $10 Member fee,
335-0307
some activities may be at additional cost.
Carl Racchini 739-7344
Contact- Judy French 335-1601

Projects– Community Service, small
animals, crafts, jewelry making
Ages 5-19 Meetings– Start in OctoMeetings– leader’s home in Harrisville. Dues– none in addition to the $10 annuber at leader’s home in Glennie.
Dues– none in addition to the $10 an- al member fee.
nual member fee.
Dues– none in addition to the $10
Contactannual member fee.
Contact- Pat Stewart 724-7474
Dr. Jaci Fitzgerald 736-6020
Contact- Elaine McGuire 735-2094
Dr. John MacMaster 736-6020
Lisa Stephenson 989-370-1883

Meetings- Spruce Presbyterian
Church , Alcona Elementary School
Dues– none in addition to the $10 annual member fee.
Contact- Hope Smith 471-2972

Bird Brains

Continued on page 6

Dairy Heirs

Shoot What 4-H Variety Club

Projects– Dairy Education, Public
speaking Ages- 5-19

Projects– Shooting sports (Pellet
gun) small livestock, but not mixing
the two! Ages– 7 and up

Meeting place varies
Dues– none in addition to the $10
annual member fee.
Contact- Katie Dellar 335-0879

All Around Horses R Us

Meeting place– leaders’ home in
Glennie.
Contact—Jennifer Harte 305-2139

Alcona Softball

Projects– Horse, Home Arts, Home Projects– Outdoor recreation, nutriEconomics Ages– Target ages are
tion, physical fitness. Ages 11-13
13-19. Meetings- Leader’s home in (middle school age.)
Lincoln. Dues– none
Meeting this Spring at Alcona
Contact- Sue Schmitz 736-8447
Schools. Dues may apply in addiPam Joslin 736-8064
tion to the $10 annual member fee.

Rolling Hills Variety Club
Projects– All livestock (no beef)
Ages- 5-19 Meetings– At leaders
home on the south shore of Hubbard
Lake. Dues– none in addition to the
$10 annual member fee.

Contact Ed Schmitz 736-8447

Contact- Sandy LaBeau 335-4044
Missy Lobaugh 727-2013

Ace Riders

NEW SEWING PROJECT CLUB!

Fishing Club

Projects– Horse, Livestock, community service Ages- 5-19 MeetingsLeader’s home in Lincoln. Dues–
none in addition to the $10 annual
member fee.

This new club is looking for members and will include teaching youth
basic sewing skills, machine skills
and completing personal and service projects!

Contact-

You do not need your own sewingmachine!

Projects– Outdoor recreation, fishing,
aquatic science, community service.
Ages- 9 and up (younger with parent
involvement.) Meetings– monthly
depending on where the fish are
biting! Dues- none in addition to the
$10 annual member fee.

Shannon Rifenbark 335-0394

Contact- Tom Keerl 724-6804
If you are interested, please call the
Les Thomas 736-7231
Veronica Brown at 335-0844 or
contact Les Thomas by email at–
thoma322@msu.edu

A note to parents: If you have an interest in getting your child involved with a 4-H club but things are tight financially,
don’t worry– the 4-H Council has your back! Member scholarships are available (no questions asked) to any family that is
eligible to receive free or reduced lunch.
The member fee will not be a barrier to ANYONE who wants to participate in a 4-H Club!

