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A Letter from Les 
 
 
Happy Fall everyone!  Now that weôre back to school and ready to start the new 4-H 
year, Iôm happy to report that Alcona 4-H is doing wellï weôre growing at a rate that is 
manageable and in areas that are very exciting.   I am happy to report that in the past 
year, weôve started  6 new clubs (featured inside) that are all looking for members as 
well as a host of returning clubs that may be looking to grow as well.  Among the new 
clubs are: 
 
The Dairy Heirs (Diary) 
The Jolly Rogers (Activity and Outdoor education)  
Orkieôs Camo Club (Rabbit, gardening, composting, service) 
Student Stewards (Environmental ed, outdoor ed, engi-
neering) 
All Around Horses are Us (Horse, home arts) 
Dothraki Skydogs (Horse) 
 
Each of these new clubs are still accepting members 
and information on enrollment is inside!  Along with 
these new clubs, we also have 17 new 4-H volunteers-I 
am always excited to get new volunteers screened in 
order to get them going into new communities, new pro-
jects and serving new youth.    Starting a club is easy:   
 
1) Figure out what interest you have that you would like 
to share with youth.  2) Fill out Volunteer Selection Pro-
cess (VSP) paperwork and return it to the office.   
 
The office staff then processes the paperwork by com-
pleting the background check and checking with refer-
ences.  This process is completely confidential and  we 
will share the results only with the applicant.   It is very important that the references be 
as complete as possible as this process tends to take the most amount of time. 
 
After this process is complete, you will 3) sit down with 4
-H staff and do a quick interview.  The final step to the 
process (one that must be completed before you meet 
with your club) is 4) to complete a series of 4ï web 
based modules on youth development.  This is a new 
requirement that has taken effect on September 1st for 
all new applicants.  These can be completed at home, at 
the library or even at our office. 
 
When I get  notice that you have completed the mod-
ules, I will send your club paperwork and you can then 
get going.   
 
As 4-H staff, it is my job to assist wherever possibleï 
just let me know where/how you need help. 

  
Les  

Maire MacMaster is the 2013 
4-H Member of the year. 

Morgan Stewart is the 2013 
Junior 4-H Member of the year. 

http://www.msue.msu.edu/alcona


Alcona Fair Photos Available 
As in past years, the photos that were taken at the Alcona 

County Fair last year will be available on DVD for personal 

printing, promotion or club projects.  Just print them on your 

home printer, or take them to any photo processor that prints 

digital photos. If you would like a DVD, please contact me via 

phone, email or Morse code.   This benefit if for 4-H families 

only!    New this year, we will send you all of the Fair photos 

on one DVD that will still allow you to print and use the pho-

tos while only storing one disk.   Call 989-724-6478  or  email

ï thoma322@msu.edu 

 

4-H Youth Recognized at County Fair 
 
In a ceremony held prior to the market livestock sale at the 2013 County Fair, the Alcona 4-H program was able 
to recognize the following youth for their commitment and achievement in the Alcona County 4-H Pro-
gram.   Project and County awards were given to youth that were nominated by their leaders and considered by a 
selection committee.    
 
Project Awards are awarded to any member who exhibits mastery in a project area.  Members may receive up to 
three different project pins per year, but not the same ones two years in a row.  This encourages youth to explore 
new project areas.  Receiving Project Awards this year were Beef- Hannah Riggs; Dairy- Sarah Sweet; Swine- 
Hailey Petty, Nelson Quintel, Matt MacMaster, Maire MacMaster and Abby Lobaugh; Goat- Seth Tulgetske and 
Rebekah Maturen; Horse- Hailey Petty, Katelyn Kline, Keilee Elmer and Madison Lane, Sheep- Seth Tulgetske 
and Abby Lobaugh; Poultry- Hailey Spaulding, Matt MacMaster, Alex Stephenson, Zach Stephenson and Matt 
Good; Rabbit- Morgan Stewart, Nelson Quintel, Maire MacMaster, Layla Carriveau, Emily Lobaugh, Keilee 
Elmer and Madison Lane; Woodworking- Sarah Sweet, Morgan Stewart, Jack Montgomery, Jessica Montgom-
ery, Harmony Travis and Chole Schram; Gardening- Alex Stephenson, Zach Stephenson; Composting- Morgan 
Stewart and Pocket Pets- Janae Kierzek-Harte.    
          Continued on page 3 

Safety Award winner Sarah Sweet Citizenship Award winner Alex Stephenson Achievement Award winner Hailey Petty 

Leadership Award winners Morgan Stewart 
(left) and Layla Carriveau.   



County awards are a way for youth to experience success and recognition for their total 4-H experience.  Prefer-
ence is shown for youth that not only achieve in a club setting, but also have experiences in other local, statewide, 
national and international programs.  Youth must be at least 12 years old to be nominated and a member can only 
win each award once.    Each applicant should submit an essay or other supporting documents and the recipients 
will receive a medallion courtesy of the 4-H Council.  This year, there was a very good selection of candidates in 
every area- and in many cases numerous awards could have fit each person. 
 
The safety award this year went to Sarah Sweet.  Sarah is a member of the Bird Brains, Rabbits R Us, Dairy-Heirs 
and Apple Hill Variety Club.  This yearôs recipients of the Leadership Award were Layla Carriveau and Morgan 
Stewart.   Layla is a member of the Rolling Hills Variety Club.  Morgan is a member in the Apple Hill Variety and 
Orkiesô Camo Club.  This yearôs Citizenship award winner was Alex Stephenson of the Born in a Barn and Apple 
Hill Variety Clubs.  Lastly, the Achievement award went to Hailey Petty of the Horsinô Around 4-H Club. 
 
The Alumni award is presented to a former 4-H member who has shown that they have applied the experiences 
from their 4-H years to their adult life.   This award is in the form of a medallion presented by the 4-H Advisory 
Council.  This yearôs Alumni medal went to Ms. Helen-Ann Prince, a very deserving alumni candidate that has 
proven to be hardworking, dependable and organized.  Helen-Ann has been a volunteer in our community with the 
AmeriCorps program and is transitioning into her new role as FFA Advisor at the Alcona Community High 
School. 
 
The Junior 4-H Member of the year is an award that goes to a young person 12-15 that exhibits all of the charac-
teristics mentioned in the previous awards- leadership, citizenship, achievement as well as service.   This yearôs 
recipient will receive a $25 cash award as well as a medallion, courtesy of the 4-H Advisory Council.  Of the five 
very qualified applicants, Morgan Stewart was presented with the award.  Morgan is the daughter of Pat and the 
late Wes Stewart of Harrisville and is a member of the Apple Hill Variety Club as well as a Teen Leader and mem-
ber of the Orkieôs Camo Club. 
 
The last award of the night was for  4-H Member of the year.   This award is given to a member 15-19 years old 
that exhibits the same qualities as the Junior member of the year, with more emphasis on experience, leadership 
and service.  This yearôs winner was  Maire MacMaster of Harrisville.  Maire is the daughter of Dr. John MacMas-
ter and Dr. Jaci Fitzgerald and is a member and Teen leader in the Apple Hill Variety Club.  Maire has had ten 
years of club experience and experienced success in numerous livestock projects.  The award includes a $50 cash 
award as well as a gold medallion, courtesy of the Alcona 4-H Advisory Council    

Recipients of project medals were:  Back row (from left)  Madison Lane, Katelyn Kline, Maire MacMaster, Morgan Stewart, 
Abby Lobaugh, Seth Tulgetske, Rebekah Maturen and Alex Stephenson.   Middle row-  Keilee Elmer, Hannah Riggs, Sarah 
Sweet,  Hailey Petty, Matt MacMaster and Layla Carriveau.  Front Rowï Chloe Schram, Harmony Travis, Hailey Spaulding, 
Emily Lobaugh, Matthew Good, Zachary Stephenson, Nelson Quintel and Janae Keirzek-Harte  


