
Dear Northwest Michigan Crop Producer, 

 

 The month of May has treated us well with not too much rain, not too much 

frost and not too much heat.  Let’s hope for a summer also with some moderation of 

everything.  This is a quickly put together newsletter to let wheat growers know of 

an important event tomorrow in the Mt. Pleasant area.  See details on the following 

pages.  Sorry for the short notice! 

 Here is hoping your summer is safe and productive. 

       

  Jerry Lindquist 

  

  Northwest Michigan Field Crop Educator 

 

Custom Machine Work Rate Estimates Available 
2015 farm machine work rates for Michigan summary is now available. 
Dennis Stein, Michigan State University Extension 

 
Farmers continue to utilize the practice of exchanging machine work between farms which 
has and will continue be a useful management tool. The Michigan “Farm Machine Work 
Rate for 2015” summary report has been posted on the FIRM – farm management web 
page Michigan State University Extension. This annual report provides Michigan farms a 
reference tool to assist them in the process of establishing a value for farm machine work 
being exchanged between farms. This report is not the real cost of any one farm, but is a 
summary of custom rate values taken from several sources. The report has been compiled 
and published to be a reference or starting point for farms to use in identifying their own 
farms actual numbers. 

In this report you will find that the overall cost of farm equipment continues to increase along 
with the cost of labor and overhead pushing most reported 
costs higher. The one bright spot is the price of fuel which 
is lower than the last report 
providing some relief in the 
operational costs. 

For farms looking back you 
can still find a copy of the 
past couple years Farm Ma-
chine Work Rate reports still 
posted on our web page.  

Link to Custom Machine 
Work Rate Estimates:  

www.msu.edu/user/steind/
May%202015%
20Cust_MachineWrkrate.pdf 
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Chesapeake Energy Ordered to Pay Michigan Landowner/Mineral Owners  
Disputed Oil and Gas Lease Bonus 
Affected Landowners and Mineral Owners that have not yet come forward have 120 days to file a 
claim 
Curtis Talley, Michigan State University Extension 

 
In 2010, Chesapeake Energy refused to pay lease bonuses on signed oil and gas leases. These bonuses were up to 
$3,500 per acre. This was devastating to many landowner/mineral owners, many of which had negotiated this pay-
ment as part of lease negotiation, or had an oil and gas attorney negotiate on their behalf. 
 
During the summer of 2010, Michigan State University Extension and the State of Michigan Office of Oil, Gas and 
Mineralsheld nine public oil and gas leasing and oil and gas industry educational workshops in Northern Michigan. 
Total attendance was 2,179. Landowners and mineral owners were being contacted by representatives of oil and gas 
companies and were being offered an oil and gas lease to sign. For many, this was the first time they had an oppor-
tunity to lease their oil and gas rights. They wanted information to educate them on oil and gas production and the 
leasing process. 
 
Workshop Topics included: 

1. Unconventional Shale Gas Development 

2. The Department of Oil, Gas and Minerals role in oil and gas production and regulation of the industry 

3. Understanding the oil and gas lease 

4. Bringing it all together in a negotiated win-win lease. 

 
Susan Topp of Topp Law frequently volunteered her time to speak at these workshops, discussing the oil and gas 
lease contract and negotiating the lease. 
 
During the summer of 2010, many landowners signed leases with representatives of Chesapeake Energy Corpora-
tion. Not long after signing, the oil and gas leasing market collapsed. Chesapeake in their review of the signed leases 
disqualified them and refused to make payment for various reasons that some experts, including Susan Topp felt 
were not legitimate.  
 
On October 21, 2010 Michigan State University Extension, along with attorney Susan Topp, held an informational 
meeting at the Emmett County Community Building. The title of the meeting was “Duties and Obligations of an Oil and 
Gas Company under the Lease and Order for Payment.” The goal of the workshop was to help landowner/mineral 
owners understand the issues and inform them of their legal options going forward. 
 
Over one hundred thirty people joined together and hired Susan and filed civil actions against Chesapeake. Over the 
years many settled with Chesapeake for a total of $19 million, which was less than the contracted bonus. Encana, 
USA honored their leases and paid the lease bonus.  
 
The Michigan Attorney General’s Office felt laws were broken and filed criminal complaints against Chesapeake and 
Encana, USA. In May of 2014, Encana, USA settled for $5 million with the state. Chesapeake chose to go to trial and 
during the trial, has agreed to pay a settlement of $25 million. The $25 million will bring total compensation to $44 mil-
lion and all qualifying landowner/mineral owners that signed leases with Chesapeake may be eligible to be compen-
sated 100 percent for their losses. The victims named in the criminal complaints filed by the Attorney General’s Office 
are the only mineral owners that can have their attorney fees reimbursed due to criminal law limitations. 
It is estimated there are more than 700 landowner victims. Victims that have not yet come forward in the last four 
years will have 120 more days to file a claim. If victims that had their oil and gas lease cancelled in 2010 need help 
filing their claims, it is recommended they contact Susan Topp at 989-731-4014 for assistance or to get additional in-
formation.  
 
This article was published by Michigan State University Extension. For more information, visit http://
www.msue.msu.edu. To have a digest of information delivered straight to your email inbox, visit http://bit.ly/
MSUENews. To contact an expert in your area, visit http://expert.msue.msu.edu, or call 888-MSUE4MI (888-678-
3464). 
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Wheat Field Meetings, 2015 
 
The following is a listing of informal wheat field meetings.  They take place at the site of MSU’s 
variety performance locations. The resource folk will include individuals of the MSU Wheat 
Breeding team, MSU Extension, MI Wheat Program and attendees (you).   For more information, 
contact Martin Nagelkirk, nagelkir@msu.edu;   810.404.3400.  The gatherings will last about an 
hour.  There is no preregistration.                                                                             
 
 
Richville -  Mon, June 15 (6:30 p.m.) 
 Host farm:  Jason Bierlein 
 Topic:  MSU Wheat Performance Trials and development of the 2015 crop  
 Field location:  Van Buren Rd, 0.5 mi north of Wilder Rd (43°25'39.4"N; 83°40'47.5"W) 
 
 
Britton -  Thurs, June 18 (1:30 p.m.) 
 Host farm: Jason Woods 
 Topic:  MSU Wheat Performance Trial and development of the 2015 crop  
 Field location: Hoagland Hwy x Holloway Rd. (41°56'12.5"N; 83°48'35.2"W) 
 
 
Sebewaing -  Tues, June 30 (9:30 a.m.) 
 Host farm:  Darin Sneller  
 Topic: MSU Wheat Performance Trial and development of the 2015 crop   
 Field location: Canboro Rd., 0.75 mi east of Bay Port Rd. (43°44'31.4"N; 83°20'30.9"W) 
 
 
Deckerville -  Tues., June 30 (6:30 p.m.) 
 Host farm: McConnachie Farms 
 Topic: MSU Wheat Performance Trial; several acres of management trials 
 Field location: Downington Rd., 0.5 mi east of Banner Rd. (43°30'36.3"N; 82°48'23.4"W) 
 
 

Thanks to Lee Siler, MSU Research Assistant, for managing and prepping sites 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:nagelkir@msu.edu
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Continued on Page 6... 

Michigan Wheat Program—Continued Evaluation of Oil Seed Radish 
Added to Wheat to Increase Wheat Yields in Michigan 

2014 Project Report 
 
Dean Baas, Michigan State University Extension 
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Michigan Wheat Program—Continued Evaluation of Oil Seed Radish Added to Wheat to Increase Wheat 
Yields in Michigan...Continued from Page 5 

Continued on Page 7... 
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Continued on Page 8... 

Michigan Wheat Program—Continued Evaluation of Oil Seed Radish Added to Wheat to Increase Wheat 
Yields in Michigan...Continued from Page 6 
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continued on page 9... 

Continued from Page 9... 

Michigan Wheat Program—Continued Evaluation of Oil Seed Radish Added to Wheat to Increase Wheat 
Yields in Michigan...Continued from Page 7 
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...Continued on Page 10 

Michigan Wheat Program—Continued Evaluation of Oil Seed Radish Added to Wheat to Increase Wheat 
Yields in Michigan...Continued from Page 8 
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From the 2015 MSU Weed Control Guide for Field Crops 
For a complete copy of the 199 page guide go to  

http://msuweeds.com/publications/weed-control-guide/  

http://msuweeds.com/publications/weed-control-guide/
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Herbicide Effectiveness: P = Poor; F = Fair; G = Good; E = Excellent; N = None; – = Not enough information to rank 


