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Dear Michigan Grazier, 

  

The white season is here and with it comes the winter meeting season.  This newsletter is loaded with meet-

ing info that may be important to you.  

 

 The highlight of all of them in my mind is the MSU Grass-fed School coming the end of this month.  After 

six years of research in Michigan the team of MSU Researchers and Extension Educators will offer all the 

insight into what they have discovered.  From selecting the proper cattle, pasture forage and hay to manag-

ing them for better gain and economics, to getting them sold for a premium this two day school will cover it 

all.  Grass-fed beef production is not for everyone, but for those who wish to venture into this market they 

had better do it well because the supply competition is growing.   This school then becomes a must attend 

for those desiring to improve their grass feeding skills. 

 

Plus there is a whole lot more in the way of meetings to attend that can 

help you improve your bottom line.  I hope to see you out and about a 

few times this winter. 

 

Here is to a safe and prosperous 2018 ! 

Jerry Lindquist 

 

 

MSU Grazing & Field Crop Educator 

Osceo la  Coun ty  MSU Ex tens ion  
301  W.  Up ton  Ave  
Reed  C i ty ,  M I   49677  

February 2018 

Phone :  231 -832 -6139  
To l l  F ree :  888 -678-3464  
Emai l :  l indqu is@ anr .msu .edu  
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Michigan hay supplies t ighten  
and prices increase  

 
Hay stocks in Michigan are down 16.7 percent according to USDA Crop Re-

ports and many Midwest states realized similar declines. 

 

Hay supplies in Michigan have definitely decreased in the last six months. Going into the 2017 sum-
mer season, the growing first cutting hay crop looked good and the carry-over from a second mild 
winter on farms had many feeling they should have plenty of forage. Granted hundreds of semitrailer 
loads of hay left the state in March to aid the ranches in the Western Plains States that were devas-
tated by wild fires, but that hay was a very small dent in Michigan’s supply. More donated hay left 
Michigan in July to support drought stricken ranches in the Dakotas leaving what appeared to be a 
still plentiful forage supply. But by mid-summer, weather patterns had divided the state of Michigan 
into two extremes with Central and Southern Michigan turning bone dry and the tip of the Northern 
Lower Peninsula and the Eastern Upper Peninsula being too wet. Both of these weather patterns 
made it difficult or nearly impossible to harvest dry hay. With most pastures in the south running out 
of forage in late summer, many pasturing livestock operations began feeding hay much earlier than 
planned. The eastern end of the Upper Peninsula had standing water in first cutting hay crops into 
mid-summer delaying harvest and in many cases causing mowed crops to rot in the field. Yields 
were 40 to 60 percent lower for the year in that Eastern Upper Peninsula region which is a signifi-
cant hay producing region in Michigan. These weather events, compounded by the lower total hay 
acres in Michigan that had occurred over the last five years, have taken away the large hay surplus 
in rapid fashion. 

According to USDA surveys of farms conducted on December 1, 2017, hay stocks in Michigan were 
down 16.7 percent from the previous year. Many Midwest States have experienced similar declines 
with Wisconsin being down 17.2 percent, Iowa down 14 percent, South Dakota down 10.8 percent 
and North Dakota down 28.7 percent. Across the United States, total hay stocks are 10 percent low-
er than 2016 and are almost as low as what they were in the drought year of 2012. The states to our 
south may have more hay available as Ohio hay stocks are up 18.7 percent and Indiana stocks are 
up 35.4 percent. 

Hay can still be found in Michigan but it may not be as easy to locate, it may be a further distance to 
transport and it obviously will cost more than it did at last year’s prediction from MSU Extension for-
age experts. Also with the wet conditions in the Upper Peninsula, the quality of some hays will not 
be quite as good as those conditions led to over- mature, late harvested hay that may also be dusty 
and moldy. 
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Hay prices have been gradually moving higher as demand grows and knowledge of the short hay 
supply became known. The big movers were the low quality grass and legume mixed round baled 
hays that were selling for as low as $65 to $85 per ton in mid-summer. They now have moved up to 
$90 to $115 per ton. Most mid quality alfalfa and alfalfa/grass hays are selling for $120 to $150 per 
ton depending upon their quality and the type of bale package. The high quality alfalfa hays are sell-
ing for $150 to $200 per ton on average. These prices may move higher over the next few months 
depending upon the severity of the winter weather, since livestock in colder temperatures eat more 
hay, and upon how many farms are still in need of extra hay. 

These prices may hold because the corn silage harvest was sufficient in most areas, grain prices 
are relatively low and can offset some of the hay in the ration and because livestock and dairy farm 
profits are low to non-existent and trimming the feed budget is a goal of many. 

For those wishing to buy or sell hay the Michigan Hay Sellers List is available free of charge 

at http://web2.canr.msu.edu/hay/. It is an internet listing of those with hay for sale in the state of 

Michigan. 

For more information, you may contact Jerry Lindquist, MSU Extension Grazing and Field Crop Edu-

cator at lindquis@msu.edu, or 231-832-6139, or Phil Kaatz, MSU Extension Forage Educator at 

810-667-0341 or at kaatz@msu.edu. 

This article was published by Michigan State University Extension. For more information, vis-

it http://www.msue.msu.edu. To have a digest of information delivered straight to your email inbox, 

visit http://www.msue.msu.edu/newsletters. To contact an expert in your area, vis-

it http://expert.msue.msu.edu, or call 888-MSUE4MI (888-678-3464). 

http://web2.canr.msu.edu/hay/
mailto:lindquis@msu.edu
mailto:kaatz@msu.edu
http://www.msue.msu.edu/
http://www.msue.msu.edu/
http://www.msue.msu.edu/newsletters
http://expert.msue.msu.edu/
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RESTRICTED USE PESTICIDE REVIEW AND EXAM 

 

WHEN:          Wednesday, February 28, 2018 

                       9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  -   Pesticide Update & Exam Review offered by MSU Extension  worth 3 

pesticide re-certification credits  

                       1:00 p.m.                           -   Restricted Use Pesticide Exam offered by Michigan Department of 

Agriculture and Rural Development 

 WHERE:         Wexford County MSU Extension, 401 N. Lake St., Cadillac, MI.  49601  

The review is for those wishing to receive final training before the exam or for those wishing to receive pesticide re-

certification credits.  The review is worth 3 credits.  You do not have to attend the review to take the exam.  The exam 

is for those wishing to become certified to purchase restricted use pesticides or who need to re-certify. 

For the exam:  You must bring a photo ID (driver’s license). 

Bring a #2 pencil and an ink pen. 

Bring your registration paperwork received in the mail from Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Devel-

opment (MDARD) if renewing. 

Make check/money orders payable to “State of Michigan”.  Cash or credit/debit cards are not accepted. 

If retaking an exam that you failed you must bring receipt of payment from the previous exam session. 

Calculators if needed will be available from the exam proctor.  Personal calculators or cell phone calculators are not 

allowed. 

Cost:   For the Exam -$50 for private applicators (farmers); $75 for commercial applicators (cash is not accepted).   

There is no charge to attend the review.  A pizza luncheon will be provided at the end of the review. 

Registration:  Please register for these two events by either:  

1.) contacting Jerry Lindquist 231-832-6139 or at lindquis@anr.msu.edu or Jill O’Donnell 231-779-9480 or at  odon-

ne10@anr.msu.edu  

 or 

2.) registering on-line for the exam only at www.michigan.gov/pestexam 

Exams are also offered at various times and locations around the State.  For the complete list of exams go to 

www.michigan.gov/pestexam. 

 

 

Accommodations for persons with disabilities may be requested by contacting Jill O’Donnell at 231-779-9480 by Feb 23, 

2018 to make arrangements.  Requests received after this date will be fulfilled when possible. 

 

 

 

MSU is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer. Michigan State University Extension programs and materials are open to all without regard to race, color, 

national origin, gender, gender identity, religion, age, height, weight, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital status, family status or veteran status. 

mailto:lindquis@anr.msu.edu
mailto:odonne10@anr.msu.edu
mailto:odonne10@anr.msu.edu
http://www.michigan.gov/pestexam
http://www.michigan.gov/pestexam
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Beef Bull Buying Season is Here 

 
“The cheapest bull to buy is the most expensive one to own”  a wise old county 

agent’s advice from years ago that still holds true today. 

 

Great Lakes Beef Connection Bull Sale, March 10, Noon, Clare, MI.   

http://jcsimmentals.com/  

 

MCA/MSU Bull Evaluation Sale, March 17, Crystal, MI,  

http://www.mibulls.com/  

 

Michigan Beef Expo, April 6 – 8,  East Lansing, MI.,  

https://www.micattlemen.org/michiganbeefexpo.aspx  

http://jcsimmentals.com/
http://www.mibulls.com/
https://www.micattlemen.org/michiganbeefexpo.aspx

