
State-wide CEC Conference
“Connecting Entrepreneurial Communities”

Oct 7-8, 2015 – Houghton/Hancock, MI

Oct 21-22, 2015 – Sturgis, MI



Generate excitement about the role of 
entrepreneurs in growing resilient communities
 Share innovative resources, information, and tools 
 Strengthen regional capacity and support for 

entrepreneurs
 Build clusters of communities that are passionate 

about entrepreneurship and prepared to act. 

Conference objectives: 



CEC Conference Planning Team 
• Andy Hayes (General Chr.) andy@northernlakes.net
• Kathy Jamieson jamies13@anr.msu.edu
• Diane Smith dismith@anr.msu.edu
• Mark Thomas mthomas@anr.msu.edu
• Mark Hitchcock hitchc27@anr.msu.edu
• Frank Gublo gublofra@anr.msu.edu
• Andy Northrop  northro5@anr.msu.edu
• Paul Werner wernerp3@anr.msu.edu
• Kay Cummings cummin13@anr.msu.edu
• Mike Hughes (Sturgis Chr.) mhughes@sturgismi.gov
• Cheryl Fahrner (Houghton/Hancock Chr.) Cheryl.Fahrner@Keweenaw.org



Conference locations: 
• 2015 – Two Locations

• Houghton/Hancock (Oct. 7‐8)
• Sturgis (Oct. 21‐22)

• Tawas/Oscoda (2014)
• Marshall (2013)
• Petoskey (2012)
• Lansing (2007, 2008)



2015…CEC goes 
“Border to Border!

Houghton/Hancock – Oct. 7-8, 2015
-and-

Sturgis – Oct. 21-22, 2015



2014 Conference attendee demographics 
(Pretty typical for each year)

• 120 attendees (including 7 people from Mississippi and Nebraska) 
• In Michigan, 54 communities from 34 counties were represented
• 70 female and 50 male representing these sectors:

28.57% Econ. Development 6.35%  Arts and Culture
23.81% Education 4.76%  Government Services
14.29% Non‐profit Org.  2.70% Entrepreneur 
9.52%  Other





























Form a team and register today!
• Who will be on the local team?

• 3‐5 from various groups in town.  Gov, business, economic dev, civic, downtown, 
etc. Fill a car and take advantage of the drive.  

• Confirm best dates and location for your community
• Houghton/Hancock:  Oct. 7‐8, 2015
• Sturgis:  Oct. 21‐22, 2015

• Visit the CEC website for more information and program info.
• http://msue.anr.msu.edu/program/info/cec

• Registration link:
• http://events.anr.msu.edu/CEC2015/



Questions? Contact any CEC Conference 
Planning Team Member

• Andy Hayes (General Chr.) andy@northernlakes.net
• Kathy Jamieson jamies13@anr.msu.edu
• Diane Smith dismith@anr.msu.edu
• Mark Thomas mthomas@anr.msu.edu
• Mark Hitchcock hitchc27@anr.msu.edu
• Frank Gublo gublofra@anr.msu.edu
• Andy Northrop  northro5@anr.msu.edu
• Paul Werner wernerp3@anr.msu.edu
• Kay Cummings cummin13@anr.msu.edu
• Mike Hughes (Sturgis Chr.) mhughes@sturgismi.gov
• Cheryl Fahrner (Houghton/Hancock Chr.) Cheryl.Fahrner@Keweenaw.org






