
Michigan State University is an affirmative action/equal opportunity employer. Michigan State University Extension pro-
grams and materials are open to all without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, gender identity, religion, age, 
height, weight, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital status, family status or veteran status. Issued in fur-
therance of MSU Extension work, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
Jeffrey W. Dwyer, Director, MSU Extension, East Lansing, MI 48824. This information is for educational purposes only. 
Reference to commercial products or trade names does not imply endorsement by MSU Extension or bias against those not 
mentioned. The 4-H Name and Emblem have special protections from Congress, protected by code 18 USC 707. 

Gratiot 

4-H Enrollment Open 

The 2017-2018 4-H program year enrollment is open! An email was sent to all 4-H 

families on September 20th. Please take a minute to read the email as there a couple 

changes to the enrollment process. Go to mi.4honline.com to complete your re-enrollment. 

Please contact the Extension Office if you need assistance with passwords and logging in. 

Please remember that the 4-H participation fee is $20 per member this year. There will 

be no additional charge for insurance as that is now included in the regular participation 

fee. We will not be accepting participation fee payments at the Extension Office from 

families, they must be submitted to your club leaders for processing.  Please complete the 

Family 4-H Participation Fee Form and submit it to your club leader with the 

Participation Fee after re-enrolling in 4-H Online. 

If you need assistance with the enrollment or log-in process, please feel free to contact 

the office and we will be happy to walk you through the process. If you need access to a 

computer to complete the enrollment process, please visit us at the office and we will be 

happy to set you up with access to one of our computers. 

Please remember that all 4-H re-enrollments need to be completed and the 

participation fees submitted to 

your club leader by December 1, 

2017. 

Sincerely, 

Chris Thompson 

4-H Program Coordinator 

Contact Us 

Chris Thompson 
4-H Program Coordinator 
Phone 
989-875-5295 
Email 
thom1367@anr.msu.edu 
 
219 North State Street 
Alma, MI 
48801 
 
Main Phone 
989-875-5233 
 
Email 
county@msue.msu.edu 
 
Web Site 
http://
msue.anr.msu.edu/
county/info/gratiot 

County Awards Deadline Extended to October 6 

The County Awards deadline has been extended for 1 week to October 6, 2017 

at 4:30 pm. The award nomination form is available on the county website HERE. 

Please take a few minutes to make sure the youth in your group are recognized for 

the achievements they have made this year.  

September 29 

National 4-H Week 

is October 1-7 

Please look for 

opportunities for 

you to showcase 

your involvement in 

4-H, promote 4-H to 

the public, recruit 

new 4-H members 

and celebrate the 

nations largest 

youth development 

organization! 

https://mi.4honline.com
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/uploads/234/93624/2017.8_Family_Participation_Fee_writable.pdf
mailto:thom1367@anr.msu.edu?subject=Newsletter
mailto:county@msue.msu.edu?subject=Newsletter
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/county/info/gratiot
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/county/info/gratiot
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/county/info/gratiot
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/uploads/234/93627/2017_combined_awards_form.pdf
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Hello my Name is Kaylee Thompson. I am 14 from 

Alma, MI. My birthday is coming up soon on 

September 16th. Now that I am a teenager, I don't 

really care about presents anymore. But this year I 

have came up with what I hope is a great idea.  

For the past 3 years my family and I followed this 

local little boy named Ian O'Hara and his battle 

with cancer. Unfortunately, Ian lost his battle in 

July of 2016. For the years he, as well as many other children, was and/or is in the 

hospital, they get to pick prizes. The hospital gets low on toys, prizes, & snacks that 

go out to all the sick children. So for my birthday I would LOVE to gather as much as 

possible to be able to donate to Helen De Vos 

hospital in Grand Rapids MI in memory of Ian! I am 

asking you, to find it in your heart to donate toys, 

snacks, gift cards and/or monies to make this big 

wish become possible!  

I may be reached at 989-506-8066 or  

3131 Highlander Circle  

Alma MI 48801  

Thank you for your time!  

        Ian with his mother Tina!  

The next Leader’s 

Council Meeting 

will be on 

October 26th, 

7pm at the 

Extension Office. 
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Experience fall through an upcoming  

Capacity Building Work Team opportuni-

ty on October 12th ~ 4-H Club 201 at 

MSU Extension Kent County. 

If you are interested, please contact Chris 

Thompson (989) 875-5295.   Chris plans 

on attending, and will pay the fee for any-

one interested in attending. 
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Jacob Munger: 

3rd in Showmanship 

2nd in Rally 

2nd in Team Obedience 

 

Anna Munger: 

3rd in Agility 

4th in Showmanship 

5th in Obedience 

2nd in Team Obedience 

 

Sara Munger: 

Didn’t place but had a great time 

 

Sidney Kip: 

1st in Showmanship 

4th in Agility 

4th in Rally 

2nd in Team Obedience 

 

Josie Morrow: 

3rd in Showmanship 

3rd in Rally 

2nd in Obedience 

2nd in Team Obedience 

And…. 

Reserve Champion in Agility!!!!! 

Pups R Us go to Michigan State 4 H Dog Show 

Gratiot County was well represented at the 2017 Michigan 4H State Dog 

Show held at MSU Pavilion!  This group took 2nd in their Team Obedi-

ence Competition, and individually placed in most of the events they en-

tered including 1sts, 2nds, 3rds, and even a Reserve Grand Champion in 

an agility class!   

Sarah Munger 

Pictured left to 

right: Anna 

Munger, Josie Mor-

row, Sidney Kipp, 

Jacob Munger.   

These kids did an amazing job on August 19, 2017 at the State 4H dog 

show.  We are very proud of all their accomplishments as you can see by 

all the medals!  



8 
The State 4-H Horse Show was held August 11th thru the 13th at the MSU pa-

vilion in East Lansing. The 3 day event had about 570 participants. Friday was 

gymkhana day ages 13 to 19 and delegates showing were Aubrieana Sanchez, 

Jesslyn Sanchez, Kaili Sanger, and Hannah Whitford. Aubrieana placed 2nd in 

16-19 speed and action also placing 5th in the championship class, 8th in Clo-

verleaf, and 5th in Pole Bending. Jesslyn placed 6th in 13-14 yrs. Cloverleaf, 

and 3rd in Speed and Action. Kaili placed 1st in 18-19 yrs. speed and action al-

so placing 2nd in the championship class, 1st in keyhole, 5th in championship 

keyhole, 1st in pole bending, and 5th in photography. Hannah Whitford placed 

3rd in Cloverleaf 15 yrs., and 5th in speed and action. Saturday was senior ex-

hibitor day ages 16-19 and those showing were Alissa Whitmore, Kaitlin Sang-

er, and Makayla Lohrer. Alissa was 2nd in Western Pleasure 17 yrs. and 2nd in 

championship class. 2nd in Hunt Seat Pleasure 17 yrs., 1st in Showmanship 17 

yrs., and 6th in photography. Kaitlin Sanger was 2nd in photography, 5th in 

showmanship, and 8th in western horsemanship. Sunday was junior day ages 

13 to 15 and delegates showing were Rylyn Hrabal, Makaila Pray, and Anna 

Munger. Rylyn was 1st in Hunt Seat Pleasure 15 yrs. and 2nd in the champion-

ship class, 3rd in hunt seat equitation, 6th in western horsemanship, and 5th 

in showmanship. Makaila was 8th in Western Horsemanship 15 years, 8th in 

Hunt Seat Equitation, 7th in Hunt Seat Pleasure, and 4th in showmanship. 

Anna was 4th in Hunt Seat Equitation 14 years, 4th in Hunt Seat Pleas-

ure, and 1st place in t-shirt design.  

 

Gratiot County can be very proud of our state 4-H horse show delegates. 

Thanks to all the parents, grandparents and friends that traveled to MSU to 

cheer the girls on. Also thanks to Michele and Mikayla Mallery, Jennie Bol-

linger, and Makayla Lohrer for being great volunteers at the horse show. Becky  

got to spend all 3 days at the horse show because she is chairperson of the state 

4-H horse show committee.  

Horse awards program at the fair from left to right Makaila Pray, Anna Munger, (Becky Hirschman) 

Rylyn Hrabal, Aubrieana Sanchez, Jesslyn Sanchez, Kaitin Sanger, Kaili Sanger, Hannah Whitford, 

Alissa Whitmore, and Makayla Lohrer.  

Junior exhibitors at 

the show on Sun-

day, Rylyn Hrabal, 

Makaila Pray, and An-

na Munger.  

State 4-H Horse Show Results 
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STATEWIDE CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

4-H Workshopsr 
 
 

October 12 : 4-H Club 201—Building Bridges 
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/4_h_club_201_building_bridges_1 
Kent County MSU Extension Office, Grand Rapids 

 

November 8: Teen Leader and Officer Training 

http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/teen_leader_officer_training   

Missaukee County MSU Extension Office, Lake City 

d 
November 4: 4-H Club Leadership Workshop—Officer Roles and Bylaw Training 

http://msue.anr.msu.edu/

events/4_h_club_leadership_workshop_officer_roles_bylaw_training 

Executive Office Building, Waterford Township 
d 
November 11: 4-H Club Officer Training 

http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/4_h_club_officer_training 

Macomb County MSU Extension Office, Clinton Township 
r 
 
t 

Other 4-H Events 

 
 

October 4 : MSU National Youth Science Day at the Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens 

http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/msu_national_youth_science_day_at_the_childrens_gardens 

Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens, East Lansing 

October 6 : Wexford County 4-H Kids Cook Challenge 

http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/wexford_county_4_h_kids_cook_challenge 

Wexford County Extension Office, Cadillac 

s 

October 7-8: 2017 MSU Tollgate Farm Pumpkinfest 

http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/2016_msu_pumpkinfest 

MSU Tollgate Farm, Novi 

 

October 12: 4-H National Youth Science Day Afterschool Program 

http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/4_h_national_youth_science_day_afterschool_program 

Alcona Middle School, Lincoln 
 

November 14: 4-H Robotic Series 

http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/4_h_robotics_series_1 

Delta Township District Library, Lansing 

 

 

 

 

 

For the most up-to-date events listing, go to http://4h.msue.msu.edu/events.  

4-H Equine  
Welfare  

Assessment 
Guide 

 
 
Equine welfare science is 
an emerging discipline. 
The guide will help youth 
learn equine welfare  
principles as well as how 
to better care for their 
horses. It is designed to 
assist horse leaders in 
providing a way to teach 
and improve important 
skills for life such as clear 
oral communication,  
information gathering, 
analytical thinking and 
observation. There are 
also sample scenarios as 
a supplement to the  
welfare assessment.  
 
Visit http://
msue.anr.msu.edu/
resources/4_h_equine_ 
wefare_assessment_4h1
748 to find the guide and 
more information  
including the link to the 
sample scenarios. 
 

http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/4_h_club_201_building_bridges_1
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/teen_leader_officer_training
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/4_h_club_leadership_workshop_officer_roles_bylaw_training
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/4_h_club_leadership_workshop_officer_roles_bylaw_training
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/4_h_club_officer_training
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/msu_national_youth_science_day_at_the_childrens_gardens
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/wexford_county_4_h_kids_cook_challenge
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/2016_msu_pumpkinfest
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/4_h_national_youth_science_day_afterschool_program
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/events/4_h_robotics_series_1
http://4h.msue.msu.edu/events
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/re-sources/4_h_equine_welfare_assessment_4h1748
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/re-sources/4_h_equine_welfare_assessment_4h1748
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/re-sources/4_h_equine_welfare_assessment_4h1748
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/re-sources/4_h_equine_welfare_assessment_4h1748
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/re-sources/4_h_equine_welfare_assessment_4h1748
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STATEWIDE NEWS AREA  

Accepting Nominations for Michigan 4-H Salute to  
Excellence 2018 Volunteer Recognition Awards  
 
The Michigan 4-H Salute to Excellence Volunteer 
Recognition Awards recognizes 4-H volunteers  
who demonstrate exemplary service to Michigan  
4-H and the youth who participate in our programs, 
while promoting service through volunteerism as 
both an opportunity and a privilege. These awards 
are patterned after the National 4-H Salute to  
Excellence Awards and are designed to provide an 
opportunity to recognize Michigan 4-H volunteers 
on the state, regional and national level.  

The two categories of awards include Outstanding 
Lifetime Volunteer, for a current or former 4-H  
volunteer who has served 4-H’ers for ten or more 
years, and the Volunteer of the Year, for currently serving volunteers that have served for 
less than ten years at the county or state level. 

Nominees are selected on the following criteria: 

 Evidence of positive impact on the lives of 4-H youth. 

 Demonstrated ability to work with young people in a way that promotes youth  
empowerment, decision making, problem solving, meeting challenges and mastery.  

 Dedication to youth/adult partnerships and developing mentor-learner relationships.  

 Evidence of a positive impact on the 4-H program. 

 Innovative approaches to engaging new youth and increasing diversity among  
participants. 

 Dedication to providing a safe and inclusive environment for youth. 

 Innovative approaches to performing volunteer service, recruitment of additional 4-H  
volunteers, partnering with other youth-serving agencies, fundraising, providing other  
resources for 4-H, advocacy for 4-H, etc.  

 Demonstrating a professional attitude, character and morals.  

 Personal growth from being a 4-H volunteer.  

Winners and honorable mentions from the pool of nominations will be announced in  
November of 2017 and will receive a personalized plaque. The most qualified candidates will 
be forwarded to the National 4-H Council for consideration for regional and national recog-
nition. Those awards are announced in February 2018 and April 2018, respectively. 

The nomination process requires nominees (or their nominators) to work with their local 4-
H program coordinator to complete a nomination form, a resume and assemble three  
letters of recommendation. If you are interested in nominating an outstanding volunteer in 
your community for the Michigan 4-H Salute to Excellence 2018 Volunteer Recognition 
Awards, contact your local 4-H program coordinator. All nomination materials must be sub-
mitted by your county staff person by October 15. 


