
Getting Started with United States 

Department of  Agriculture

Jennifer Silveri 

Director of  Field Operations

Michigan Food & Farming Systems

Supporting the Many Faces of  Farming 



Our mission:

Connecting beginning & 

historically underserved 

farmers to each other and 

to resource opportunities; 

ensuring social justice, 

environmental stewardship, 

and profitability.



Serving population-specific producer 

networks

• Veterans in Agriculture

• Women in Agriculture

• Multicultural Producers



Technical Services & Educational 

Outreach 
• Experts in food safety, USDA Programs, environmental 

stewardship, and farming

• Workshops, field days, conferences

• Field specialists 

• Michigan Family Farms Conference, Kalamazoo MI- First 

weekend in February

• Meet the Buyers – Great Lakes Fruit,                          

vegetable and farm  Market EXPO 



Farm Development Centers & USDA 

Demonstration Sites

• Tilian Farm Development Center

4400 Pontiac Trail Ann Arbor, MI

• Women-in-Ag (WIA) Farm

3181 Pollock Rd. Grand Blanc, MI                    

Health Park  

The Good Food Movement in Flint: A Snapshot video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_4j48vyWcrs


Farm Bill 101

 Comprehensive legislature that 

governs a wide assortment of 

federal farm, food, fiber, forestry, 

programs and rural policies that 

began in 1930

 Dust Bowl 1930’s (1934 Black 

Sunday-massive 2 day dust storm)

 Great Depression (1929-1939)

 Congress drafts and attempts to 

pass a new farm bill every 4 years 

http://www.safsf.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/2018-Farm-Bill-Primer-for-SAFSF1.pdf



Farm Bill 101

 Long freight train with two powerful engines 

 Engine 1: farm commodity program support 

(corn, soybeans, other feed grains, wheat, 

rice, peanuts, dry peas, lentils, beans, 

oilseeds, sugar, cotton, and dairy. Federal 

crop insurance policy and subsidies

 Engine two: farm bill is the controlling 

legislation for federal nutrition programs, most 

importantly the food stamp program or 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 

(SNAP). 

http://www.safsf.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/2018-Farm-Bill-Primer-for-SAFSF1.pdf



Farm Bill 101

 Freight Cars: Conservation programs, credit programs, renewable energy, rural 

development, horticulture, agricultural research, forestry and more

 Caboose: miscellaneous title that is a catch-all for whatever does not fit 

elsewhere, topic that frequently change from farm bill to farm bill

 Beginning farmer programs, Veterans initiatives and Underserved Farmer programs, 

research & Infrastructure
http://www.safsf.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/2018-Farm-Bill-Primer-for-SAFSF1.pdf



United States Department of Agriculture 

(USDA)101

 Develops and executes federal laws related to farming, agriculture, forestry, 

and food. It aims to meet the needs of farmers and ranchers, promote 

agricultural trade and production, work to assure food safety, protect natural 

resources, foster rural communities and end hunger in the United States and 

internationally (Wikipedia)

 May 15, 1862, Abraham Lincoln established the independent Department of 

Agriculture

 February 9, 1889, President Grover Cleveland signed a bill into law elevating 

the Department of Agriculture to Cabinet level



Three Main Farmer Agencies

 Farm Service Agency (FSA)

 Record Keeping Agency for Farm Programs

 Programs: Crop Insurance, Conservation Reserve 

Program (CRP), Loan Programs

 Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)

 Conservation Programs and technical assistance

 Programs: Environmental quality Incentives Program 

(EQIP), Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP), 

Conservation Innovation Program

 Rural Development (RD)

 Economic Development of Rural Communities (Urban as 

well)

 Guaranteed loan programs, Value Added Producer 

grants, Socially Disadvantaged Cooperative Program, 

infrastructure programs including emergency services,





How to Register for a Farm Number at 

FSA
 USDA Definition of a Farm: any place from which $1,000 or more of 

agricultural products were produced and sold, or normally would have been 

sold, during the year. Smallest parcel that can be mapped is 20’x20’

 Farm Number: How USDA identifies your farms

 Tract Number: How USDA identifies your fields and connects them with your 

farm number



When to Get a Farm Number

 You should apply for a Farm Number as soon as you decide you want to 

participate in USDA Programs

 DO NOT wait until a program application period or deadline is announced

 Don’t wait until NRCS EQIP Sign UP is announced

 It takes time for USDA to process paperwork

 Don’t go when farms are reporting planting or production information 

 It is always a good idea to schedule an appointment  (734) 205-1578



How to Register for a Farm Number

 Call FSA to schedule an appoint

 Tell FSA if you are applying for a farm number to apply for 

a program with another USDA Agency

 Tell then the size of your farm, what you producer 

(vegetables, eggs, livestock, etc.) 

 What to take to your FSA appointment

 ID or Drivers License

 Legal Description of the Property

 GPS coordinates, parcel number from tax documents, Plat 

Map (County, Township, Section & Range), deed, lease or 

rental agreements

 Tax ID Number, Social Security Number

 Lease or rental agreement showing you have control of the 

land

 Patience! You will be filling out government paperwork



Be Ready to For Government 

Paperwork

 4 forms you should fill out

 AD 2047 – Customer Data Worksheet

 Name, Address, SSN or TIN, preferred contact method

 Sign up for govDelivery!



CCC 941-Adjusted Gross Income 

Certification and Tax Disclosure

Do you make less 

than $900,000 per 

year?

or

Do you make more 

than $900,000?



CCC 860 – Socially Disadvantaged, Limited 

Resource and Beginning Farmer or Rancher

 Socially disadvantaged: I am a 

member (or if applicable, members) of a 

group whose members have been 

subject to racial, ethnic, or gender 

prejudice because of their identity as 

members of a group without regard to 

their individual qualities. (Women, 

Farmers of Color, Native Americans)

 Beginning Farmer: I have not operated 

a farm or ranch for more than 10 years

 Limited Resource: 

https://www.lrftool.sc.egov.usda.gov/



AD 1026 Highly Erodible Lands and 

Wetlands Conservation Certification

 Do you grow indoors or produce goods on other peoples farmland? Bees, 

aquaculture, greenhouse production AND do not own or lease farmland

 When in doubt check YES!



AD 1026 Continued

 Is your landlord not in compliance with conservation practices and you 

don’t have any control over their violations?

WHEW! You Made it!





MIFFS USDA Resources

 2017 MIFFS Vets-in-Ag Network Farm Number Registration Webinar 
introduces farmers to MIFFS Vets in Ag Network and Walks you through 
how to fill out FSA Forms to register for a Farm Number (Jump to 8min 
30sec to skip the intro)  
(https://www.facebook.com/MIVetsInAg/videos/874263256061422/

 Farmer Friendly USDA Guides created by MIFFS & our partners

 https://3.basecamp.com/3952209/join/JRCzgGSDM1Tg

https://www.facebook.com/MIVetsInAg/videos/874263256061422/
https://3.basecamp.com/3952209/join/JRCzgGSDM1Tg


Resources to Learn More!

 National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition: 

Grassroots Guide to federal farm & food 

programs 

http://sustainableagriculture.net/publications/

grassrootsguide/

 National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition: 

Growing Opportunity: A Guide to USDA 

Sustainable Farming Programs 

http://sustainableagriculture.net/wp-

content/uploads/2017/02/FSA-Guide-

Final.pdf

http://sustainableagriculture.net/publications/grassrootsguide/
http://sustainableagriculture.net/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/FSA-Guide-Final.pdf


Join MIFFS on Basecamp!
 https://3.basecamp.com/3952209/join/JRCzgGSDM1Tg

 Interact online or                                                                      
download the App

 Create an Account                                                                                         
using your email                                                                            
address (MIFFS will never                                                                                        
share any personal contact                                                                               
information!)

 Download USDA                                                                               
Guides & FSA Farm                                                                                            
Number  Paperwork                                                                         

 Ask Questions

 Network at the                                                                       Campfire

 FREE of charge!!

https://3.basecamp.com/3952209/join/JRCzgGSDM1Tg
https://3.basecamp.com/3952209/join/JRCzgGSDM1Tg


Basecamp Tutorial

 https://basecamp.com/how-it-works

A 2 Minute video Tutorial is embedded at the top of the page

https://basecamp.com/how-it-works


Jennifer Silveri

Director of  Field Operations

Michigan Food & Farming Systems

jen@miffs.org

www.miffs.org

Newsletter & Network sign up  

http://www.miffs.org/join

Connect on Social Media

MIFFS Facebook Page

https://www.facebook.com/RiseUpDigIn

MIFFS Vets in Ag Network

https://www.facebook.com/MIVetsInAg

Tilian Farm Development Center

https://www.facebook.com/tilianfarm

MIFFS Women-in-Ag Network

https://www.facebook.com/groups/miffsw

omeninag/

Please stay in touch!

mailto:jen@miffs.org
http://www.miffs.org/
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