COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETING ROLE-PLAY CHARACTER SLIPS:

Tire Disposal Ordinance Roles

Cut apart the character slips and put them into a small container so the participants can pull out a slip.



Committee Chairperson – Male, Independent, age 68, seventh term, retired coffee shop owner



District 1 Commissioner – Female, Republican, age 41, first term, former teacher



District 2 Commissioner – Male, Republican, age 51, third term, former tool and die maker



District 3 Commissioner – Male, Republican, age 51, first term, former police officer



District 4 Commissioner – Female, Democrat, age 45, third term, former teacher and mayor of Ann Arbor



*District 5 Commissioner – Male, Democrat, age 27, first term, former farmer



*District 6 Commissioner – Male, Democrat, age 47, first term, former radio disc jockey



Manager, Village Auto Sales – Opposed to ordinance. For the past 20 years business has been going strong. Feels that if tire disposal is required the debt would greatly hurt business.


Local Crop Farmer – Opposed to ordinance. Farming was already hard enough, and under this ordinance, every time a new tire is purchased the old one must be taken to a special dump, which would waste time and money.


Lobbyist, Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) – Supports the ordinance. If tire disposal is required then water quality would improve and people would have cleaner drinking water. The ordinance would create jobs because there would be a need for recycling operations.


County Resident, Mom – Supports the ordinance. Worries that the runoff from an old tire dump near her home will contaminate her well and make her family sick.


Lobbyist, Automobile Manufacturer – Opposed to ordinance. Feels that requiring car dealers to pay more to have tires disposed of will harm their businesses.


County Resident, Middle-Aged Man – Opposed to ordinance. Feels that if the tire ordinance were imposed he wouldn’t be able to pursue his hobby of working on old cars anymore.


Manager, Local Recycling Center – Supports the ordinance. Imposing the tire ordinance would create a larger source of income for the center and would create jobs.


County Resident, Environmentally Concerned Person – Supports the ordinance. Feels that if a tire ordinance is not put into action it will harm nature; concerned about water and air quality problems related to tires burning when stored in large piles.


Driver, NASCAR Racing Team – Opposed to ordinance. Feels that mandatory tire disposal will drive up his racing expenses, which may cause him to lose some sponsors.


Lobbyist, Discount Tire Industry – Opposed to ordinance. Thinks mandatory tire disposal would drive up her industry’s costs.


Chief, Local Fire Department – Supports the ordinance. Supports mandatory tire disposal because when piles of improperly disposed of tires catch fire, the blaze is extremely difficult to extinguish.



*Superintendent, Local School System – Supports the ordinance. Supports tire recycling because the recycled tires could be used to make a new high school track.



*Owner, Towing and Recovery Center – Opposed to ordinance. Being required to haul away the tires they collect would be hard on their business.
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