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Contact: [county staff name]

[phone number & e-mail address]

[COUNTY] COUNTY 4-H TEENS TESTIFY BEFORE

MICHIGAN SENATE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE

LANSING, Mich. – [Number of teens] from [County] County spent Wednesday, April 18, speaking to several Michigan senators about the need for smart urban revitalization and growth and increased government collaboration at all levels on land-use issues. The teens were part of the 24-member Michigan 4‑H Youth Conservation Council (M4-HYCC) that testified in front of the Michigan Senate Committee on Natural Resources and Environmental Affairs, sharing their research and recommendations for Michigan public policy.
Participating [County] County M4-HYCC members are [list member names, possibly with ages and home cities].

Senators Patricia Birkholz, Gerald Van Woerkom, Bruce Patterson, Raymond Basham and Mike Prusi listened intently and asked relevant questions as the teens offered a well-researched written report and oral presentation filled with ideas for smarter land use and reasons to consider green space preservation and reclamation.

The teens have spent the past several months researching and discussing the issue of land use and “cool cities,” which the group selected as their focus topic for this year. In past years, M4-HYCC testimony helped create the Michigan Heritage Water Trail program and led to the introduction of a bill that would improve marine fueling techniques and reduce environmental problems associated with marine fuel spills.

Andrea Grix, M4-HYCC and 4-H educational program coordinator, says the M4-HYCC provides a youth voice in state government and helps identify real solutions to Michigan conservation issues. Participating teens have an interest in conservation, state government and leadership and are selected through an application process. Council members are encouraged to get involved in local community service projects related to the group’s focus topic.

 “[Include optional quote(s) from youth member(s) and/or regional advisor.]”

The Michigan 4-H Youth Conservation Council has received numerous awards over the years, including the 2005 Natural Resources Conservation Service Youth Environment Award, the 2004 Sea World/Busch Gardens/Fujifilm Environmental Excellence Award and the 2003 Michigan Senate White Pine Award for Environmental Excellence.
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