Service Learning Celebration Options for Junior Citizen Planner
Be part of a celebration or community event! Allow students to choose an environment- or community-related topic that has a special day set aside for recognition. Have them prepare projects and presentations to celebrate on the official day. 

National Agriculture Day, annually in March
Sea to shining sea, America's landscapes are as diverse as its people. Land throughout the United States has many different purposes. It is used for schools, city skyscrapers, national parks, grazing cattle, growing crops and its rivers for fishing, dams and transporting cargo. The National Agriculture Day program celebrates America's diversity of landscapes and how agriculture sows them together and brings harmony to our great land. Find out more at: http://www.agday.org/
National Environmental Education Week, annually in April 
Environmental Education Week is designed to strengthen the educational impact of Earth Day. Young people can participate in EE Week at schools, museums, zoos, aquariums and other settings through field trips, service projects and guest speakers. Find out more at: http://www.eeweek.org
Earth Day, April 22
Earth Day events are often scheduled for the weekends before or after April 22. Many communities and groups choose to organize environmental activities over the longer period of Earth Week (the week before Earth Day) or even Earth Month (the whole month of April). The organization, Earth Day Network, operates year-round, connecting environmentalists across the globe and strengthening and promoting their work. In the classroom, Earth Day is perfectly compatible with the This Land is YOUR Land curriculum. Land use issues can be emphasized, and students can address and promote their land use projects on Earth Day. Find out more at: http://www.earthday.net
National Volunteer Week, annually in April
Millions of dedicated volunteers devote their time and efforts to their communities during National Volunteer Week, which began in 1974 to celebrate volunteers. This celebration is supported by a presidential proclamation and sponsored in part by the Points of Light Foundation. Find out more at: http://www.pointsoflight.org/
Global Youth Service Day, annually in April 
GYSD is the largest annual celebration of young volunteers, where millions of young people in countries everywhere highlight and carry out thousands of community improvement projects. GYSD offers a way for local, national, and international organizations to: BUILD the capacity of an international network of organizations that promotes youth participation, service, and learning; EDUCATE the public, the media, and policy-makers about the year-round contributions of young people as community leaders around the world; MOBILIZE youth and adults to meet the needs of their communities through volunteering; and LEARN and share effective practices in youth service, youth voice, and civic engagement in the world today. Find out more at: www.gysd.net
National Arbor Day is the last Friday in April
Trees make a world of difference. Find out how you can save energy, attract birds and wildlife, plant conservation buffers for streams, create living snow fences, and more with our free booklet, Conservation Trees. With Conservation Trees, you'll learn how to plant trees for multiple purposes ... trees provide benefits in any rural or urban setting. Michigan's official state tree is the Eastern White Pine. Find out more at: http://www.arborday.org/
Join Hands Day, annually in early May 
This is a day when generational barriers are forgotten and people of all ages pitch in to make their communities better places. Find out more at: http://www.joinhandsday.org/
Make a Difference Day, annually in October 
Make a Difference Day challenges everyone to spend a Saturday making a difference in their communities and in the lives of others by volunteering in a service project. Find out more at: http://www.usaweekend.com/diffday/
World Water Monitoring Day, annually in October 
World Water Monitoring Day is a chance to have a positive effect on the health of rivers, lakes, estuaries and other bodies of water. You can use a test kit (your own or one you order online) to measure four key indicators of water quality: temperature, pH, dissolved oxygen and turbidity. A ctual monitoring can take place between mid-September and mid-October, and you can enter your results between mid-September and mid-December. Register your site online after mid-July. Find out more at: http://www.worldwatermonitoringday.org/
GIS Day, annually in November 
During GIS Day, geographic information systems ( GIS ) users and vendors open their doors to schools, businesses and the general public to showcase real-world applications of this important technology. GIS Day is principally sponsored by the National Geographic Society, and is held during Geography Awareness Week. If there aren’t any GIS Day activities scheduled near you, you can check out the GIS Day web site for information on how to plan one. Find out more at: http://www.gisday.com/
You may also want to visit the National Geographic Society on the web at http://www.nationalgeographic.com for links to a variety of interactive, geography-focused activities. The lessons in the education area are grouped by grade level and list the materials needed, the objectives and geography standards that are to be achieved for each exercise. 

