Rails to Trails 

Rails to Trails is a service learning and action project option for Junior Citizen Planner.
The Rails-to-Trails Conservancy's Michigan Field Office has led the way in converting the state's abandoned railroad corridors to trails and has made Michigan a recognized national leader in rail-trail conversions. The goal of the Michigan office is to create the Discover Michigan Trail, a proposed statewide trail system largely using abandoned railroad right of ways. Toward that end, the Michigan office works to educate, advocate locally, provide technical assistance, support state and local legislation and establish policy and planning regarding rail-trails. 
Project options for students might include helping to convert abandoned railroad corridors in their community. Is the Discover Michigan Trail near your community? Would you like to link your community to this trail? Help students connect their community to local trails. 
Or, students can promote or "adopt" existing trails in their community. For example, they can pick up trash or get local trails posted on the http://www.TrailLink.com web site for greater exposure.
