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Congratulations on decid
ing to get involved in dog
junior showmanship!
Showmanship demonstrates
your knowledge of handling
and posing your dog.
Throughout the showman
ship contest, the judge will
evaluate your skills, attitude
and appearance, your dog's
appearance, and your abil
ity to work with your dog as
a team.

This guide is designed to provide
you with the basic information you
need to know for beginning dog
junior showmanship. The term
"junior showmanship" is a nation
ally recognized general class name
for dog showmanship and in no way
reflects an age category for han
dlers.

For more information on dogs
and showmanship, see the "Other
Resources" section on page 13.

Notes to Leaders
Congratulations on your involve

ment in 4-H as the leader of a dog
project. 4-H dog projects can
provide young people and their
volunteer leaders with a wide
variety of experiences. The success
of these experiences depends largely
on two key elements that you, as a
leader, bring to the group: the desire
to work with young people and an
interest in dogs. "Interest" is the key
word' Remember that you don't
need to be a dog expert to work with
youth in this project area.

Keep in mind that all 4-H activi
ties should be designed to positively

WELCOME

influence the development of the
young people involved. As the
leader working with youth of
different ages, it's important that
you understand the physical, think
ing, social and emotional changes
that young people go through as
they grow from childhood to young
adults and how these changes may
affect how you design your club
activities. Check with your county
4-H office for resources to enhance
your understanding of these
changes.

The Development
of Life Skills

Like all 4-H project areas,
involvement in the 4-H dog junior
showmanship project is designed to
provide two major outcomes for
young people. They learn more
about the project area-dog junior
showmanship, and they develop key
life skills such as problem-solving
and communications.

As a 4-H leader, it's important
that you recognize these key life
skills and how projects can be
developed to build these skills in
young people. Following are some
of the key life skills for you to keep
in mind as you work with young
people:

Positive self-awareness and self
esteem-4-H clubs and activities
provide settings in which young
people can have experiences that
make them feel good about them
selves. By becoming aware of their
own abilities and potentials, 4-H'ers
develop positive attitudes about
themselves, attitudes crucial to their
success. In a 4-H dog junior show
manship project, members develop
an appreciation of their own knowl
edge and skills and their ability to
share their knowledge and skills
with others.

Problem-solving and decision
making skills-The ability to make
good decisions and solve problems
is very important in the world we
live in-a world in which we are
overwhelmed with information. The
hands-on, learn-by-doing atmo
sphere of 4-H activities provides
many opportunities for 4-H mem
bers to enhance their creative ability
to solve problems and make deci
sions. 4-H dog projects are designed
to provide opportunities for young
people to develop these skills while
they learn about different kinds of
dogs and how to care for, train and
show them.

Communications skills-4-H
activities help young people develop
and enhance both their interpersonal
communications skills and their
formal communications skills. By
becoming involved in group activi
ties, 4-H'ers have many opportuni
ties to develop interpersonal com
munications skills such as good
listening habits. By being encour
aged to share what they learn in
their 4-H activities, 4-H'ers develop
formal presentation skills like giving
talks or demonstrations or creating
posters or videotapes.

An awareness of science and
technology-There's no way
around it! Science and technology
playa large role in our everyday
lives, and it's important to help
young people recognize their
impacts. Dog projects can spark
young people's interests in areas
such as biology or veterinary
medicine. Encourage them to learn
more about these topics of interest.

Leadership skills-4-H activities
provide wonderful opportunities for
young people to develop their
leadership abilities. Whenever
possible, encourage the youth in
your club to take on leadership
roles. For example, one or two
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members could design meetings
around topics such as the di fferent
kinds of gaiting patterns they may
encounter in a contest or the breed
differences between the hound
group and the sporting group. A
member could also take the leader
ship for coordinating a field trip or
for arranging for a special resource
person to attend a meeting.

The Roles You Play
As the leader of a 4-H dog

project, you may play one or several
roles. You may be the organizer of
your club's meetings, with responsi
bility for arranging things like
setting up the meeting, contacting
members and arranging for resource
people. (although many of these
jobs can be the responsibility of 4-H
members). You may also play the
role of teacher, in that you might be
the person who teaches members
about the knowledge and skills they
need for areas like dog junior
showmanship. Or you might do
some teaching but act as a resource
finder-that is, you find "experts"
who can come to your club meetings
and demonstrate these skills. What
ever roles you play, keep in mind
that you are a youth developer
interested in helping young people
develop to their potentials!

What You Need
to Know

As the leader of a 4-H dog junior
showmanship project, you need to
do several things before introducing
dog junior showmanship to your
club:

1. Get to know the basics of
junior showmanship.

2

• Review the material in this 4-H
Dog Junior Showmanship
Manual. This will give you a good
background in what members need
to consider as they learn more about
dog junior showmanship and
compete in showmanship contests.

• If possible, attend a workshop
on dog junior showmanship. Check
with your 4-H staff to see where and
when these types of leader work
shops are offered. Also check to see
if similar workshops are available
for 4-H members to attend.

• Check with your 4-H staff to see
what other kinds of resource materi
als are available (for example,
videotapes or slide programs) on
dog junior showmanship.

• Visit dog shows. Watch junior
showmanship and conformation to
learn how the different breeds of
dogs are shown.

2. Check with your 4-H members
to see what kinds of dogs they'll be
working with so you'll have an idea
of the specific showing points to
keep in mind for various breeds and
groups.

3. Get to know the specifics of
dog junior showmanship in your
county and state. (If junior show
manship is new to your county, talk
with your county 4-H staff and
others leaders about the level of
interest in your county.) Showman
ship contest divisions can vary.
Some contests will divide handlers
according to their age and experi
ence levels. Be sure to share this
information with your members so
they know what to expect. A copy of
the 4-H Dog Junior Showmanship
Scoresheet is included on page II.
Share this scoresheet with your
members.

4. Check with dog leaders in
other clubs and counties to find out
how they teach junior showmanship
and to get more information on the
project.

Topics for Your
Club Meetings

There are many topics for club
meetings that can help your mem
bers prepare for a dog junior show
manship contest. Ask your group
which topics they would like to
explore and encourage them to help
lead sessions around these topics.
Following are several examples:

• Caring for the dog-Help your
members explore what's involved in
providing excellent daily care for
their animals, including nutrition,
exercise, medical needs and COm
panionship.

• Steps in junior showman
ship-Demonstrate the various
steps involved in showing a dog.
Discuss how to design and use a
training schedule so that both the
dog and the member are comfortable
during a contest.

• The appearance, altitude and
behavior of the junior showman
ship participant-Focus on what
the members need to know, how
they should act and how they should
appear to convey a confident and
courteous manner during the contest.

ote: The final section of this
4-H Dog Junior Showmanship
Manual is designed to help mem
bers evaluate their dog junior
showmanship experience and to
encourage them to share what they
learn. Be SlIre to encourage your
members to complete this section of
the guide.
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THE JUNIOR HANDLER

Appearance
Remember that you never get a

second chance to make a first
impression. Your appearance is
important to the impression you
make in the ring. Be neat, attractive,
comfortable and pleasant to watch.
Girls should wear skirts, culottes or
dresses that are below the knee.
Attractive pants are also acceptable
in some shows. Avoid wearing
jewelry that makes noise or inter
feres with handling. Boys should
wear a suit or sports slacks and a
jacket, with a shirt and tie or turtle
neck; a sweater is also acceptable.
Wear your hair away from your face
to avoid distraction from your
expression and to help you see
clearly.

Low-heeled, rubber-soled shoes
are best since they provide good
traction and are quiet when you gait
your dog. Neat and clean tennis
shoes or other canvas shoes are also
acceptable.

All clothing should be appropri
ate for moving when handling a dog.
Choose attire that allows free
movement of your arms and legs.
The color of your clothing should
contrast with your dog without
distracting from it. If your dog is
one color, you can wear a solid
color that allows your dog to look
good and stand out, or you can wear
a quiet print that contains the color
of your dog. If your dog is varied in
color or pattern, wear a solid color
that matches one of your dog's
colors. Your dog's show lead should
match the color of its neck.

Above all, be neat and clean. Try
to keep your clothing free of dog hair.

Posture
During showing, check your

posture and position constantly. Stay

at least an arm's length from your
dog, keeping plenty of space be
tween you and the dog so you don't
block the judge's view. When
lowering yourself to your dog's
level and rising again, try to keep
your body straight and use your legs
to raise and lower yourself. Kneel
ing may be appropriate for some
breeds for posing only. When
showing large breeds, bcnd at the
waist only when necessary and as
quickly and smoothly as possible.

Smoothness
Be calm, don't rush, and try to

appear relaxed and in command of
the situation. Appear cool and
collected, but don't hold up the
judging procedure. Conserve your
movements by being methodical.
Know what to do and do it without
fussing. Make each action smooth
and controlled. Jumpy and jerky
actions make a handler look nervous
and unsure, and may upset the dog.

Animation
Look confident, alive and active!

Don't appear bored. Smile and
enjoy what you're doing, and make
the experience enjoyable for your
dog as well.

Attention
Watch your dog, the judge and

the other handlers. Pay attention to
where you are stepping, gaiting,
standing and looking. Know where
the judge is and always keep your
dog between the judge and you. Use
some eye contact with the judge, but
don't ignore your dog. Recognize
what the judge is doing and try to
detect what he or she is looking for.
Help the judge by listening and
following directions exactly.

Proficiency
Make sure you know and follow

the rules. Groom your dog perfectly
and pose it properly. Know exactly
what to do during each aspect of the
competition (such as individual
examination of your dog and
gaiting). If your dog is small, be
prepared to present it on a table. If
you need to remove the lead, place it
behind you to your right (if you are
right-handed), being careful to place
it so you can retrieve it and put it on
your dog quickly and without effort.
Gait your dog correctly. Hold the
lead properly, keeping the excess
lead gathered in your hand. Know
exactly where you as a handler
should stand and be there. Polish
your performance to perfection!

Ring Courtesy
Never do anything that may distract

other dogs or handlers. Don't make
sudden movements or noises. Don't
talk to other handlers or spectators.
Avoid speaking constantly or loudly
to your dog. Talk to your dog only
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to excite or calm it. Don't crowd the
handler and the dog ahead of you
when in line or during group gaiting.
Space yourself about three feet from
the dog in front of you. If you bait
your dog, keep the bait off the
ground or floor. Retrieve any bait
that falls. Never upstage another
handler. Never take your dog
completely out of line or off the mat
unless told to do so by the judge or
by the steward. Keep in mind that
it's a poor handler who resorts to
making others look bad to make
himself or herself look good.

Attitude
Go into the ring to do the best job

you are capable of doing. Always be
a good sport. Whether you win or
lose, be humble and gracious.
Congratulate the winners and be

sincere. In a like fashion, if you are
fortunate enough to win a class or
show, accept congratulations from
others humbly and sincerely.

If the judge makes comments
about your handling, listen and
thank him or her. Tell your instruc
tor or leader what the judge said and
work on it. Remember, good sports
manship is the most important
element you can display in the ring.
Enjoy doing the best you can,
regardless of whether you win.

After returning home from the
show, be sure to express your
appreciation with a thank you note
or lelter to the people who helped in
some way. Some of the people to
include are:
• Show management officials
• Superintendent(s)
• 4-H staff and volunteers
• Donators of trophies and awards

Effort
Effort is the most important and

the hardest point to display in dog
junior showmanship. Always keep
trying and never give up' You can
continue to do your best job of
handling even when your dog is
uncooperative. If your dog is well
trained to the point that it appears
"steady as a rock," reposition it
occasionally. When the dog does it
all, leaving nothing for the handler
to do, competing is no longer a
challenge. You must appear to be
working, but as calmly and as
effortlessly as possible. If you end
up on the losing end of the line,
remember that it is you, not your
dog, who has been judged. Your
placement is not your dog's fault.
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THE DOG

Grooming
Grooming is important to the

presentation of your dog, and junior
handlers are responsible for groom
ing their own dogs. Groom your dog
meticulously ahead of show time.
The dog's nails should be trimmed,
and its coatI ears, eyes and teeth
should be clean. Pet or show clips
are equally acceptable in dog junior
showmanship.

Proper Presentation of
the Breed

With your dog standing, use the
proper posing method (also referred
to as "stacking") for your particular
dog, whether it's a pure breed or
mixed breed. Know the proper
positioning of your dog's head and
tail. [f needed or customary for the
breed, bait your dog so it will
exhibit the proper expression.
Breeds that are the size of a Shet
land sheepdog or smaller should be

presented for examination on a table
if one is available. The correct place
to set up a dog is the upper left
corner (closest to the judge) or as
close as you can get to that position.

Baiting
Most dogs enjoy being baited,

and if done properly, baiting can put
the finishing touch on your perfor
mance. If you have a breed that
needs to be baited (such as a Dober
man pinscher, collie or Shetland
sheepdog), you can use any bait
your dog likes. Some commonly
used baits are soft-baked liver, hot
dogs and cat treats.

When baiting, stand in front of
your dog. If the judge is on the left
side of your dog, hold the bait in
your right hand and the show lead in
your left hand (reverse if the judge
switches sides). Use the bait to keep
your dog attentive and animated.
Don't distract the judge by waving
your arm around while baiting.

Instead, keep your arm fairly still
and be subtle. Don't let your dog eat
the bait when the judge is looking at
your dog. Do let your dog eat a little
bit to keep its interest when the
judge is not looking.

Baiting should be done whenever
your dog is posed. When gaiting
your dog, most breeds should be
baited as soon as they are stopped in
front of the judge. Do not hold bait
in front of your dog while gaiting.

Knowledge of
Your Dog

Be knowledgeable about your
dog's breed. Know how it deviates
from the breed standard and be able
to correct for these faults when
showing. Be aware of your dog's
good points. !t's helpful to know the
dog's anatomy as well (see figure
I). For example, if a judge were to
say, "Your dog's hock should be
perpendicular to the floor," you
should know what part to correct.

Figure 1. Anatomy of the dog.

Rump

.....&--Hock

Loin
BackWithers

Body

Croup

--"I:";;1'7ii:;-:-~;;:;~~~;~=~----.
- - Tail (Stern)

Neck

Brisket

Forearm

Pastern ---oJ

Paw --"'_oJ

Forechest

Chest

Ear Leather

Shoulder

Cheek

Nose ........~~;~

Muzzle_~_

Flews
Dewlap

Feathers:
Fringe of hair
on ears, legs
and tail

Bite: Position of
teeth (even,
scissors,
undershot or
overshot)
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THE JUNIOR SHOWMANSHIP TEAM

Figure 2. Posing your dog (side view).

B

B. The width at the hip is the
same as the spread between
the rear feet.

C. All four feet should point
forward.

c ....~

A. The front legs are
perpendicular as viewed from
the front. The width at the
shoulder is the same as the
width at the floor.

A

90'

C. The hocks are also perpendicularto
the floor, placing the leg closest to
the judge first. The only exception is
for German shepherds.

B

Several things are done the same with all breeds:
A. The head is kept above the level of the back.
B. The front leg is placed perpendicular to the floor by picking it up

by the elbow. Place the front leg closest to the judge first, then the
other front leg.

Figure 3. Posing your dog
(front view [A], rear view [8] and feet [C».

Be ready for whatever the judge
wants you to do. Watch the exhibi
tors ahead of you and be prepared
and in position for the individual
examination and gaiting (for ex
ample, keep the lead gathered and in
the proper position). Don't hold up
the judging procedure. Anticipate
how your clog will react and be
reacly for it. Learn what the judge
will be looking for ancl make sure he
or she sees it'

Stand your dog on the inside eclge
of the mat (or in line if no mats are
used). If you're at a corner, "round"
the circle, using both mats that form
the corner. Be sure you keep lots of
space between you and the dog in
the front of you, so you aren't
crowded and can be seen. The judge
can't see you if you're hidden in a
corner. When posing your dog, stay
at least an arm's length from it. This
gives you plenty of room to move
smoothly around your dog and keep
it between you and the judge at all
times. Don't set your dog in a
position odd to the others. Posing
views are shown in figures 2, 3 and 4.

Preparedness (Alertness)

Compatibility With
Your Dog

Work as a team in the ring. Use
your hands to command and reas
sure your dog. Do not use your feet
to position or control your dog. Be
kind and never, under any circum
stances, reprimand your dog physi
cally for disobeying you.

Use mirrors to become aware of
how you look with your dog in
posing and gaiting. Study photo
graphs or videotapes of you and
your dog in action.

Posing or Stacking
the Dog
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The Team in Action

on page 3), you won't have to
crowd the dog for the mat. Bait
should not be used while the dog is
in motion.

•

Figures 5 to 15 on the following
pages illustrate the various types of
gaiting and posing you'll be asked
to do during a dog junior showman
ship contest. In all these figures,
"0" represents the dog and "H"
represents the handler.

• • ••

continuous action. Keep your back
straight, your head up and watch
where you're going. Keep an eye on
the judge and an eye on your dog.
Run silently; avoid unnecessary
motions or noises that detract from
the gaiting procedure. Show poise,
grace and animation. Use the entire
ring unless the judge tells you to do
otherwise. The mat is for the dog to
run down the center on without
slipping. If you are wearing the
proper footwear (see "Appearance"

If your dog is a
German shep
herd, the head
poses up and
forward with a loose
lead. Ears should be
erect, and the pasterns
are not perpendicular to
the floor. The rear leg
farthest from the judge is
placed under the body and the
tail drapes between the rear
legs. The handler should stand
at or near the dog's head.

Gaiting
Always keep your show lead in

the hand that is beside the dog.
Make your gaiting smooth, straight
and the correct speed. Keep your
dog trotting, not galloping, pacing or
shuffling along. (Trotting is when
one front leg and the opposite rear
leg move forward at the same time.
Pacing is when the legs on the same
side of the dog move forward at the
same time.)

When in motion, your dog should
move naturally and freely, just far
enough ahead of you that you must
extend your arm slightly. Avoid
traveling ahead of your dog. If your
dog is unwilling to move out in front
of you, stay at or slightly behind its
shoulder area.

Do not keep the lead too tight or
too loose for your breed or indi
vidual dog. Know every gaiting
pattern and be able to reverse your
direction.

To keep the dog in the judge's
view, make changing the lead from
one hand to the other a smooth,

Figure 5. Gaiting in a group with
the judge in the center.

Figure 6. Gaiting in a group with
the judge in the corner.

Leave space between dogs. Only bypass dogs
that refuse to move. Be considerate of dogs that
have slowed or stopped .

..............................( H
D

...

Cross behind the dog as you approach the judge.
Cross in front of the dog after you pass the judge.

1-----------.··---,•

,
•••••••••: D )--_-J
:..........• H )- .

'----.; D >--__...J
............• H)·············
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Figure 7, Gaiting in a group with
the judge at the side or in a
corner.
Cross behind the dog at the corner before the
judge. Cross in front of the dog at the corner after
the judge.

.-------------------_....,•
•••...
HD..

'---~~D .
.--------~ H)---------'

Figure 8. Gaiting the left
corner "L."
Make a smooth left turn. Change dog to the right
side at the end. Cross behind dog to put dog on
left when returning to the judge. At the corner,
make a small circle to the right so the dog is
gaiting straight toward the judge.

~ . )
1· .. :==::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::,1

Figure 9. Gaiting straight out and back with about-turns,
Be sure the dog is gaited away from and to the judge in a straight line. The dog should not stop moving
in the about-turn. Pattern A is nice for small or slow-moving dogs. Patterns B, C and D are for large or
fast-moving dogs, or when it is necessary to change sides.

II II II II
Small or slow- HDH Fast-moving H D H D HDH
moving dogs ... ... dogs ~... or... ... ...

•:,,

, .•: " , ",, ,',
A . B

,
C D • •.. • " '.'~. .............
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Figure 10. Gaiting the right corner "L."
Cross in front of dog at the turn. At the end, change dog to left side. Complete smooth left turn.

I)
HDH
~ ..

I)
DH

Ji."(

( .
( :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::_-::::::--:::::..

Figure 11. Gaiting the triangle: left turn. Smooth corners.

I)H~
HD D \.

•V ..
\ •••••

~\\

••••••••
\
\\

\'o,
••••••••••••o

•
,-_._-------------------------------------~

f)H
HD D~

'V ~\

\\..

\\.
\ •••••••••••

\ •••••••••
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Figure 12. Gaiting the "T." Figure 13. Gaiting dogs in pairs.
Straight away and turn left. About turn, changing
hands to put dog on right. Gait to the other end
of the ring. About turn, changing hands to put
dog on left. Left turn, return to judge. Large or
fast-moving dogs should do a right circle before
they return to the judge.

I)
HDH
'" .

Dogs stay in the middle. Wait until the other
handler is ready. Keep the dogs together. Wait for
the slower dog.

•H 0 DH
"'. .1'

( l
( '======================:f.~=_~=.=.=:::::::::::::::::::::::.-1

,,
•,,
•,,
•,
'"
~

Figure 14. Front stop. Figure 15. Corners
Stop the dog about 3 to 4 feet from the judge.
Stop the dog on a slight angle, with the handler
completely in the front (A) or slightly to the front
(B). Allow a natural stop (don't set the dog up).
Stand with the dog. If the judge moves around
your dog, move around the dog to keep the dog
between the judge and you.

I) I) DH

-Ii
.----------)

lL'..........•
DH

~
DH

1L.............

B

c

A

D

A Smooth corner; handler and dog turn together.
B. Handler changes sides by stepping in front of

dog, passing lead behind back (good for small
dogs).

C. Handler changes sides by crossing behind dog
(as dog circles) (good for large or fast dogs).

D. Handler changes sides by crossing behind dog
(good for small or slow dogs).

HD

iL
: _. __ ....

HD

-lJ
•.........-'

Y=
HD

-lJ•..........,

le.
o•

...
DH

B

...
HD

A

t ....

".•••
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4~H Dog Junior Showmanship Scoresheet
CLASS

BREED

DOG NUMBER

Appearance-Handler:

· Attitude (5)

· Dress & Grooming (5)

· Posture (5)

Gaiting Circle:

· Attention (5)

· Control (5)

· Courtesy (5)

Pose or Stack:

· Timing (5)

· Square (5)

· Show Bite (5)

· Reset (5)

· Complete Unit (5)

Gaiting Straight, Triangle, "L" or "T":

· Control (5)

·Turns (5)

· Stop (5)

· Handler Position (5)

Gaiting Pairs:

· Control (5)

· Turn (5)

· Courtesy (5)

· Stop (5)

· Handler Position (5)

Final Posing:

· Head & Tail (5)

· Side (5)

· Front (5)

· Rear (5)

· Handler (5)

TOTAL SCORE:
(Perfect Score = 125 points. Each category= 5 points)
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CELEBRATE YOUR SUCCESS!

Once you have participated in dog junior showmanship, you can be really proud of
your accomplishments! In fact, you'll probably be excited enough to continue
participating in this area of the dog project.

After your first showing experience, think about your activities and how you felt
about them. Take a few moments to fill in your responses to these statements.

The most important thing I learned from participating in dog junior showmanship was:

One thing I might do differently the next time in a dog junior showmanship project is:

One thing I learned about in my project that I would like to explore further is:

Here's how I plan to do this:

One way I could teach others about what I learned in my dog junior showmanship
project would be to:

Good luck in your future showmanship activities!
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OTHER RESOURCES

Books
Read as much as you can on dog

showing, breeding, judging, behav
ior and gaiting. In addition to the
books listed below, there are also
many good books written about
individual breeds or on specific
topics concerning individual breeds.

The Complete Dog Book (18th
edition). Official publication of the
American Kennel Club, Howell
Book House, 730 Fifth Avenue,
New York, NY 10019. 1992.

Dog Steps by Rachel Page Elliot,
Howell Book House, 730 Fifth
Avenue, New York, NY 10019.

Kennelwood's Conformation
Training, Buechting, 1989.

New Complete Junior Showman
ship Handbook (2nd edition).
Brown, Howell Book House, 730
Fifth Avenue, New York, NY
10019.

Pure-Bred Dogs-American
Kennel Gazette. Monthly publica
tion of the American Kennel Club,
51 Madison Avenue, New York, NY
10010.

Slide Programs
The following slide programs are

available on loan through your
county Michigan State University
Extension office from the Agricul
ture and Extension Education
Resource Center:

Dog Breeds (4H0359)-Each slide
has a picture and a brief description
of individual dog breeds. (I 15
slides, 1973)

Dog Parts (4H0360)-These slides
show the location of the anatomical
parts of a dog. (24 slides, 1973)
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