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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

11/10-12

12/4

12/5

12/9-11

2015

1/13-14

2/18-20

3/4

3/4-6

Farm Transition & Farm Succession Planning
NWMHRC

Pesticide Applicator Review & Certification/Recertification
NWMHRC

Pesticide Applicator Review & Certification/Recertification
Ellsworth

Great Lakes Fruit, Vegetable & Farm Market EXPO
DeVos Place, Grand Rapids

NW Michigan Orchard & Vineyard Show
Grand Traverse Resort, Acme, Ml

MSU Fruit Tree IPM School
The Eberhard Center, Grand Rapids

Winery Development Pre-Conference
MSU - Kellogg Hotel & Conference Center

Michigan Grape & Wine Conference
MSU — Kellogg Hotel & Conference Center

Michigan Department of Agriculture and
Rural Development

Specialty Crop Grants to Boost Michigan's Growing Food and
Aariculture Industrv
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Governor Rick Snyder and Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (MDARD)
Director Jamie Clover Adams announced Michigan will receive $1.9 million in federal dollars to
create, enhance, or expand specialty crop agriculture development ventures across the state.

“Michigan’s diverse food and agriculture sector continues to play a critical role in our economic
reinvention," said Snyder. “These grants help fuel the development and expansion of specialty crop
production in our state, while strengthening Michigan’s impact in the global marketplace."

MDARD’s allocation from the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) was increased this
year to $1.9 million due to changes in the Farm Bill where the funding originates. Previously
MDARD received $1.3 million.

“This funding demonstrates the importance and value of the specialty crop industry in Michigan,”
said Clover Adams. “It allows the grantees to further expand the marketing, research and education
of these crops that are so vital to our state’s economy.”

The department received a variety of proposals from throughout the specialty crop industry. Grant
applications were evaluated, scored, and ranked by a Joint Evaluation Committee composed of
MDARD and industry representatives not directly involved in any grant proposals.

Projects selected to receive funding are:

Allen Neighborhood Center $75,000
Cherry Marketing Institute $75,000
Cherry Marketing Institute $79,088
Commercial Maple Syrup Producers of Michigan $49,016
Institute for Sustainable Living, Art & Natural Design $27,527
Lakeshore Environmental, Inc. $80,448
Forgotten Harvest $23,488
MBG Marketing $20,994
Michigan Apple Committee $35,000
Michigan Apple Committee $75,000
Michigan Asparagus Industry Development Program $11,720
Michigan Bean Commission $74,994
Michigan Carrot Committee $67,176
Michigan Cherry Committee $57,196
Michigan Christmas Tree Association $34,084
Michigan Farm Bureau $145,000
Michigan Floriculture $66,317
Michigan Food & Farming Systems $69,417
Michigan Grape and Wine Industry Council $75,000
Michigan Maple Syrup Association $75,000
Michigan Nursery & Landscape Association $75,000
Michigan Potato Industry Commission $56,000
Michigan Potato Industry Commission $20,079
Michigan Vegetable Council $73,729
Michigan Vegetable Council $57,000
National Grape Cooperative $75,000

The grants are used to enhance the competitiveness of Michigan specialty crops through
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commodity boards in Michigan; including, but not limited to: research, promotion, marketing,
nutrition, trade enhancement, food safety, food security, plant health programs, education,
increased knowledge and consumption, increased innovation, improved efficiency and reduced
costs of distribution systems, environmental concerns and conservation, product development, good
agricultural practices, good handling practices, and good manufacturing practices.

The goal of USDA’s Specialty Crop Block Grant Program is to promote and increase opportunities
for specialty crop producers. All 50 states, the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico, American Samoa, Guam, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands and the U.S.
Virgin Islands received grants this year, totaling $67 million. Visit to
review the 2014 project summaries and view a list of awards by location.

HH#

MSU Extension programs and material are open to all without regard to race, color, national
origin, gender, gender identity, religion, age, height, weight, disability, political beliefs, sexual
orientation, marital status, family status, or veteran status. Michigan State University is
committed to providing equal opportunity for participation in all programs, services and activities.

WEB SITES OF INTEREST:

Insect and disease predictive information is available at:
http://enviroweather.msu.edu/homeMap.php

This issue and past issues of the weekly FruitNet report are posted on our website

http://agbioresearch.msu.edu/nwmihort/faxnet.htm

60 Hour Forecast
http://www.agweather.geo.msu.edu/agwx/forecasts/fcst.asp?fileid=fous46ktvc
Information on cherries is available at the new cherry website:
http://www.cherries.msu.edu/

Information on apples:

http://apples.msu.edu/
Fruit CAT Alert Reports has moved to MSU News

http://news.msue.msu.edu
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