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Producers are Encouraged to Report Prevented Planting and Failed Acres

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers to report prevented planting and failed acres in order to establish
or retain FSA program eligibility for some programs.

Producers should report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were prevented from
planting. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days
after the final planting date as established by FSA and Risk Management Agency (RMA).

Final Planting Dates:

May 20, 2016 - Oats Spring Grain

May 25, 2016 - Rapeseed

May 31, 2016 - Barley Spring Grain

June 5, 2016 - Corn Grain, Sorghum Forage

June 15, 2016 - Barley Forage, Oat Forage, Soybean Forage & Grain, Triticale Forage, Sunflowers, Potatoes,
Pumpkins

If you are planting a crop not on the above list, please contact your local Farm Service Agency Office or Crop Insurance
Agent for final planning dates.

If a producer is unable to report the prevented planting acreage within the 15 calendar days following the final planting
date, a late-filed report can be submitted. Late-filed reports will only be accepted if FSA conducts a farm visit to assess
the eligible disaster condition that prevented the crop from being planted. A measurement service fee will be charged.

Additionally, producers with failed acres should also file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, at the Farm Serivce Agency to
report failed acres.

For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), producers must file a Notice of
Loss within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent. Producers must timely file a
Notice of Loss for failed acres on all crops including grasses.

Please contact the Chippewa-Luce-Mackinac County FSA at 906-632-9611 x 2 to schedule an appointment to file a
Notice of Loss. To find your local FSA office visit http://offices.usda.gov.
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Farm Safety

Flowing grain in a storage bin or gravity-flow wagon is like quicksand — it can kill quickly. It takes less than five
seconds for a person caught in flowing grain to be trapped.

The mechanical operation of grain handling equipment also presents a real danger. Augers, power take offs, and other
moving parts can grab people or clothing.

These hazards, along with pinch points and missing shields, are dangerous enough for adults; not to mention children. It
is always advisable to keep children a safe distance from operating farm equipment. Always use extra caution when
backing or maneuvering farm machinery. Ensure everyone is visibly clear and accounted for before machinery is
engaged.

FSA wants all farmers to have a productive crop year and that begins with putting safety first.

Farm Reconstitutions

When changes in farm ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution is necessary. The reconstitution — or
recon — is the process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on the farming operation.

The following are the different methods used when doing a farm recon.

Estate Method — the division of bases, allotments and quotas for a parent farm among heirs in settling an estate;
Designation of Landowner Method — may be used when (1) part of a farm is sold or ownership is transferred; (2) an
entire farm is sold to two or more persons; (3) farm ownership is transferred to two or more persons; (4) part of a tract is
sold or ownership is transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two or more persons; or (6) tract ownership is transferred to two or
more persons. In order to use this method the land sold must have been owned for at least three years, or a waiver granted,
and the buyer and seller must sign a Memorandum of Understanding;

DCP Cropland Method — the division of bases in the same proportion that the DCP cropland for each resulting tract
relates to the DCP cropland on the parent tract;

Default Method — the division of bases for a parent farm with each tract maintaining the bases attributed to the tract
level when the reconstitution is initiated in the system.

Save Time — Make an Appointment with FSA

To insure maximum use of your time and to insure that you are afforded our full attention to your important business
needs, please call our office ahead of your visit to set an appointment and to discuss any records or documentation that
you may need to have with you when you arrive for your appointment. For local FSA Service Center contact information,
please visit: http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app.

Direct Loans

FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating Loans to producers who want to establish, maintain or
strengthen their farm or ranch. FSA loan officers process, approve and service direct loans.

Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and feed, farm equipment, fuel, farm chemicals, insurance
and other costs including family living expenses. Operating loans can also be used to finance minor improvements or
repairs to buildings and to refinance some farm-related debts, excluding real estate.
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Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm, construct and repair buildings,
and to make farm improvements.

The maximum loan amount for both direct farm ownership and operating loans is $300,000 and a down payment is not
required. Repayment terms vary depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan.
Operating loans are normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years.

Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to apply for a direct farm ownership or operating loan.

Youth Loans

The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youth to establish and operate agricultural income-producing projects in
connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must be planned and operated with the help of the
organization advisor, produce sufficient income to repay the loan and provide the youth with practical business and
educational experience. The maximum loan amount is $5000.

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:

o Beacitizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, the
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident alien

Be 10 years to 20 years of age

Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements

Be unable to get a loan from other sources

Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as outlined above

Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance and assistance from a
project advisor. The project supervisor must recommend the youth loan applicant, along with providing adequate
supervision.

Stop by the county office for help preparing and processing the application forms

May Farm Storage Facility Loan Rates

FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest financing to producers to build or upgrade
storage facilities.

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commodities. Eligible commodities
include corn, grain sorghum, soybeans, oats, wheat, barley, minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils,
chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey, renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture,
hops, maple sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture (excluding
systems that maintain live animals through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified facilities include grain bins, hay
barns and cold storage facilities for eligible commodities.

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement and some loans between $50,000 and
$100,000 will no longer require additional security.

Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans are designed to assist
a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local
food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm products, and underserved producers.

To learn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport or contact your local FSA
county office. To find your local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.
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7-year FSFL  1.625% $100.000 or less
10-year FSFL 1.750% $100,000 - $250,000
12-year FSFL 1.875% $250,000 - $500,000

Call your local FSA office for June’s Rates.



