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Think Spring — Plan Now for a School Garden Project

Now that we finally have snow on the ground, it is time to think spring and school
gardens! Start by forming a team, gathering input, and developing a plan that
works for how you intend to use your garden. There are many grants available to
help start school garden projects but your planning phase should include thinking
about how to maintain and fund the project beyond the start-up phase as this is
where many projects struggle. This article includes some items for consideration as
you plan your project.

Form a garden team to help with the planning process. Your team should include
teachers and staff interested in using the garden or expected to help with
maintenance. This would include school administration, teachers, food service staff
and maintenance staff. You should also consider including parents and community
volunteers that would have gardening experience or have an interest in supporting
the project in other ways. Depending on the grade levels that will be involved this is
also a great opportunity to engage youth in the planning process.

Determine how you plan to use your garden. s it intended to be an exploration
activity for young kids, connected to science lessons where experiments might be
included, or do you plan on using a majority of what is grown for taste testing or
cafeteria use. This is important as it may affect the layout of your garden, the
supplies you need and training for items such as food safety. School gardens can
easily serve multiple grades and multiple uses if proper planning occurs in the
design stage.

Determine when you plan to use your garden. Will it be only during the school
year? Do you have a summer program that could also utilize the garden? Is there a
community group that could utilize the garden during the summer or volunteers
that would help maintain it? There are ways to put a garden to bed properly during
times it won’t be used (winter or summer) to minimize weed build up and make it
easier to get the garden back into production when you are ready to use it.

Understanding siting and construction considerations is critical in making the
growing season as productive as possible. Items to consider include access to
potable water, sun exposure, wind, and soil conditions. Raised beds and small hoop
house structures are always an option as well. If looking at a hoop house structure
you have the additional consideration of winter maintenance and snow removal.

Lastly, now that you have your plans in place for how you will use your garden,
develop a budget for what is needed. In addition to any building materials you will
want to include items such as seeds, harvesting tools, containers for plant starts.

Michelle wallke
U.P. Oommmitg Foool Systems Educator, MSU Extension

Michigan State University

AgBiok




2016 Agriculture & Food Symposium

Tools for Resilience

The third annual RAIN Agriculture & Food Symposium will be held at the
Bruce Station Community Hall - Bruce Mines, ON
Friday, February 5th and Saturday, February 6th, 2016.
This year’s symposium will focus on three distinct areas related to longevity and resilience

on and within your farm:

— Succession Planning and budgeting with Len Davies

— Testing Feasibility of New Products: Malted Barley with Michigan State University’s
(MSU) Ashley McFarland
— Season Extension Techniques and Technologies with MSU’s Collin Thompson
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MSU Extension Field Crops Webinar Series

There is a convenient new way to access the latest in
field crops information from Michigan State University
Extension. MSUE will offer a series of six online
programs highlighting field crop production and pest
management on Monday evenings from February 22nd
through March 28th, 2016. Participants will learn how
to enhance their corn, soybean, small grain and forage
production systems in the coming season, and have an
opportunity to ask questions of MSU agriculture
experts.

The live webinar presentations will run 7:00-8:00 PM
EST each Monday evening. One MDARD Pesticide
Recertification Credit will be available through each
webinar for application to one of the following
categories: Private Core, Commercial Core or Field

turday Feb 6t

Crops. Participants can view the programs
independently online. However, pre-registration is
required for all participants at a cost of $15.00 for the
full series of six webinars or $5.00 per individual
webinar session.

Visit:
events.anr.msu.edu/FieldCropsWebinarSeries2016/
to register and access connection information.

Contact James DeDecker at (989) 734-2168 or
dedecke5@msu.edu for more information, or by
February 15th, 2016 to request accommodations for
persons with disabilities. Requests received after this
date will be fulfilled when possible.



events.anr.msu.edu/FieldCropsWebinarSeries2016/

Western U.P. meetings planned to explain
revised FSA programs

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) and Natural Resource
Conservation Service (NRCS) are collaborating with MSU
Extension to offer three western U.P. meetings. These
meetings will focus on the new CRP-Grasslands program
which took the place of the old grasslands program. FSA
staff will describe the program changes, including increased
payments, and take questions. NRCS grazing plans and
additional programs will also be discussed. Results from the
low-input hay improvement 2015 demonstration on the
Berkompas farm in Rudyard will be presented by MSU
Extension.

Other topics will be touched on, including NAP (noninsured
crop disaster assistance program — catastrophe coverage
insurance when private insurance is not available), LIP
(livestock indemnity program — livestock disaster payments
due to weather), and a little bit about agricultural risk
coverage (ARC) and price loss coverage (PLC).

Please register by calling the Alger County MSU Extension
office at 906-387-2530 or email at isleibj@anr.msu.edu.
There is no charge for this program.

The following meetings are scheduled:

Tuesday, February 23, 2016

1:00 —3:00 pm Eastern Time

Houghton County MSU Extension Office

1500 Birch Street, Hancock, Ml

Presenters: Susan Devoe, FSA, Allison George, NRCS and
Jim Isleib, MSU Extension

Thursday, February 25, 2016

1:00 — 3:00pm Eastern Time

Bergland Township Fire Hall

101 Pine Street, Bergland, Ml

Presenters: Susan Devoe, FSA, Allison George, NRCS and
Jim Isleib, MSU Extension

Tuesday, March 1, 2016

1:00 — 3:00pm Central Time

Menominee County MSU Extension Office

$904 U.S. Highway 41, Stephenson, Ml

Presenters: Susan Devoe, FSA, Craig Aho, NRCS and
Jim Isleib, MSU Extension

Thank you to everyone that has voiced support for the newsletter, and by helping us reduce costs by
converting to the online subscription. To convert to an online subscription or to explore advertise-
ment options, contact Michelle at colema98@msu.edu or (906) 439-5114.

Your source for Polled Genetics
Richlo Dairy Farms
Engadine, M|

Polled Holstein, Jersey & Norwegian Red Bulls
available!

Employment Opportunities!

For all information on polled bulls in Al, call
Jonathan (906) 477-6505

Ray’s Feed Mill

Ration & Crop
Consultants
Feed « Seed ¢ Fertilizer

(800) 832-1822 or (?06) 466-2231
Bark River & Norway

v, Rosebush Sale Barn, Inc. ' 3
RE W

rey \
LW galetst Wednesday of each month*

Baby heifer & bull calves sell every Tuesday at 1 pm
Over 40 years experience in Dairy Business

Hay & Straw available
Self-propelled Ag Bagger for rent, makes 12’ x 250’ bags
Robert (989) 330-6005 or (989) 433-5348

Equity Cooperative Livestock Sales Association

Collecting Cattle on Tuesdays at the
Larry Linsmeier Farm north of Menominee, MI

(906) 863-8123

www.equitycoop.com
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MCA/MSU Bull Evaluation Program'
BULL SALE
MARCH 19, 2016 - 12:30 PM

INCLUDING ANGUS, CHAROLAIS, HEREFORD,
SIMM X AND SIMMENTAL BULLS

FOR REPORTS, CATALOG AND PROGRAM INFO
www.MIBulls.com

325 Mount Hope Rd, Crystal, MI
Station Manager: (989) 506-2061
Contact MCA (517)347-8117 to requesta

printed catalog.
Hou®

Op* |

_ March 5, 2016
DVAuction 10 am—2 pm :
BID AND VIEW LIVE ONLINE Lunch provided \
WWW .DVAUCTION.COM I

Breeding Soundness Exams for Bulls

by Frank Wardynski

Annually, about 20% of bulls do not pass breeding soundness
exams. Using infertile bulls will result in cows not becoming
pregnant during the breeding season, fewer calves to sell
and more cows being fed without offsetting income. Fertility
testing bulls can be conducted for less than $5.00 per cow.
That’s really cheap compared to the costs associated with
open cows. With current prices for feeder calves and
pregnant cows, open cows will be very costly.

Michigan State University Extension recommends fertility
testing bulls every year before breeding season. The cost is
S55 per bull when examined at one of the scheduled clinics.
The dates for testing across the Upper Peninsula are April 25-
28. To schedule an appointment, contact Frank Wardynski,
Ruminant Extension Educator with Michigan State University
at wardynsk@anr.msu.edu or 906-884-4386.

2ND ANNUAL GREAT LAKES HOP AND BARLEY CONFERENCE
MARCH 16-17, 2016
GRAND TRAVERSE RESORT, ACME, MI

www.events.anr.msu.edu/hopandbarley16
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FARM CREDIT SERVICES

At the heart of growing America
100 years of Ag Experience

Loans, ag taxes, farm records, consulting

1801 N. Lincoln Road, Suite A, Escanaba, MI
(906) 786-4487 Fax: (906) 786-3450

£,
JILBERT

lNCE 193

Marquette, MI
(800) 427-0980
(906) 225-1363

Buying top quality milk to produce the
U.P.’s finest dairy products.

Are you getting the most for your quality?

Skinners

ol
-©

Kubota, AGCO, Massey-Ferguson, New Idea, Hesston,
Gehl, Bush Hog, H&S, and Kverneland

Pickford, Ml
(906) 647-5655 or
(877) 647-2500

(R

D MENOMINEE COUNTY
&'ED.FARM BUREAU®

President: Pete Klieman

Secretary: Shannon McHugh-Sanders
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Beekeeping Workshops to be held in western UP
by Frank Wardynski

Ontonagon County Michigan State University Extension is
once again teaming up with Les McBean, owner of White Birch
Apiary in Bruce Crossing, to offer two Backyard Beekeeping
Workshops.

Beginning Backyard Beekeeping workshop, Saturday, March
12th at the Ewen-Trout School, 144 Airport Road, Ewen, 10 am
to 4:30 pm EST. Registration is $25 for adults; $15 for youth
12-18 years old includes lunch. Contact the Ontonagon County
MSU Extension at 906-884-4386 or email msue66 @msu.edu.

Advanced Backyard Beekeeping workshop, Saturday, March
26th, 10 am to 4:30 pm EDT, Ewen-Trout Creek School, 144
Airport Road, Ewen. Registration is $25 for adults; $15 for
youth 12-18 years old includes lunch. Contact the Ontonagon
County MSU Extension office at 906-884-4386 or email
msue66@msu.edu.

aaysinice 1971

“Open Daily, 8 to 9 - Everyone Welcome
; 906-225-0671+ 502 W Washington St
f00 d co-0p www.marquettefood.coop

Market Report

Choice Steers $118-$125 per 100 Ibs.
Holstein Steers $108-$113 per 100 Ibs.
Hogs $54-557 per 100 lbs.

Lambs $140-5160 per 100 Ibs.
Cull cows $60-570 per 100 lbs.

Calves $100-5230 per 100 Ibs.
Goats $120-$170 per 100 Ibs.

Breeding and Feeder Animals
Grade Holstein cows  $1700 - $2500/head
Grade Holstein bred heifers $1700 - $2500/head

Feed Prices across the U.P.
Avg. S/cwt Avg. S/ton Price Range

Corn $9.65 $193.00 $150-270
Soymeal $20.51 $410.25 $328-556
Oats $9.45 $189.00 $160-236
Barley $9.84  $196.75 $160-242

Average price/100 wt. for 1 ton lots

REGISTERED MAINE ANJOU AND ANGUS

CLAY KNOLL FARMS

OPEN & BRED HEIFERS AND BREEDING AGE
BULLS AVAILABLE

BREEDING CATTLE TO IMPACT THE
PRESENT AND INFLUENCE THE FUTURE.

BREEDING STOCK—BULLS
SHOW PROSPECTS—STEERS

DUANE SIMPKINS & SONS
HOME 989-426-3244
CELL 989-329-6141

GARY & JAN SIMPKINS
HOME 989-426-8185
CELL 989-329-4668

GLADWIN, Ml

United

Eroducers, Inc.

Farmer owned. Farmer values.

St. Louis Sale every Monday
Marion Dairy Sale 3rd Friday of each month
For dairy cattle, call Chad @ (517) 294-3484 or
Paul @ (614) 296-5038
Collection point in Escanaba
Call for more information (989) 681-2191

Equity Cooperative Livestock Sales Association

WAU KON, lowA
Feeder Sales Schedule

e 2" & 4t Wednesdays

(563) 568-4501

www.equitycoop.com

U.P. Ag Classifieds

Personal ads will be removed monthly. We reserve the right to
edit your ad. Free ads must be no more than 110 characters.
Please respect the space requirements. You can always purchase
an ad if more space is required. Please call or email your ad no
later than the 15th of each month. Call or email Michelle at
(906) 439-5114 or colema98@msu.edu.




Beginning farmer webinar series continues

Beef Cow-calf Production Meeting
Come check out the following two-hour evening programs

The MSUE beef team will be presenting beef meetings across that provide valuable start-up information on farming
the UP. Extension educators Frank Wardynski and Katelyn topics. For program details and registration, visit
Thompson will cover topics related to herd health and http://events.anr.msu.edu/BegFrmrWeb2016/.

. ) L February and March webinar topics include:
preconditioning calves to include one vs two shot vaccination

Feb. 1 An introduction to edible chestnut production

programs, vaccinating the cow herd, deworming practices, value o
Feb.3 The Food Safety Modernization Act: What you

of preconditioning, weaning management. Sessions will start at

need to do
6:00 EST and last until about 8:30. Feb. 8 Growing raspberries in high tunnels
Feb 3 Bav Coll in E b Feb. 10 New crops for new customers
e’ ay Loflege In £scanaba Feb. 15 Native bees for pollination
February 3 Rudyard Township Hall Feb. 17 Integrated pest management resources at MSU
Feb. 24 Wheat agronomy
February 4 Twillies in Bruce Crossing Mar 2 Growing cider apples
Mar 9 Biosecurity: Protecting farm animal health
Mar 16 Christmas trees
GINO Alanson, MI (800) 344-4667 Mar 23 Getting your land ready to grow organically—
certified or not
SALES Williamsburg, MI (800) 304-4667 Mar 30 Meat goats

Hillman, MI (877) 334-4667

Inc- www.ginopsales.com

Ag For Tomorrow Conference
Tuesday, March 8th
Bay College Escanaba

See insert for registration details!

=) , //"— N =
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Johnson Brothers Livestock
3740 18th Rd. Escanaba, MI
Clare County Livestock Auctions

Buying or Hauling Cattle 2016 Feeder Cattle Sales

St. Louis—Mondays, Gaylord—Wednesdays
All cattle weighed at sale time. Accepting cattle on

Call Gary Johnson Wednesday all day. Wednesday cattle will be fed
Office (906) 786-4878 Gary Cell (906) 235-0099 and watered!

Steve Cell (906) 399-2858 Colored and Holstein steers, heifers, calves
(some pre-conditioned)

Sales on Thursday and start at 1:00 pm

March 17th
SNI(: April 14th » May 5th
. . Clare County Livestock Auction, LLC
Sephenson Parkding Cooperfive David Clark, Owner/Auctioneer

We want to be your first choice! Contact (810) 441-6191

Agricultural Services & Supplies Sale Barn (989) 386-9256
Stephenson, Mi Powers, Ml Sale every Monday at 3 pm
(800) 445-6167 (800) 962-3008 Go to www.davidclarkauction.com

Oconto, WI Aurora, WI
(920) 834-4500 (800) 962-3007



http://www.ginopsales.com
http://events.anr.msu.edu/BegFrmrWeb2016/

Review session and exams for state certified
pesticide applicators in Stephenson

Date: February 3, 2016

Location: Menominee County MSU Extension Office,
Stephenson, M

Review session: 8:30am — 12:30pm Central Time
State exams: 1:00 pm Central Time

This 4-hour review is intended to help prepare for the State of
Michigan commercial and private pesticide applicator
certification exams. 4 re-certification credits toward renewal
of current State of Michigan Pesticide Applicator Certification
is available for private applicators and commercial applicator
‘core' category. The program will consist of a review of
example exam questions from the study manuals. Itis
strongly suggested that participants acquire copies of the
National Pesticide Applicator Certification Core Manual and
study it thoroughly before the exam. If seeking commercial
certification or re-certification, the study manual for the
category(s) desired should also be acquired and studied. This
program will cover only 'core' manual material, no commercial
categories.

A State of Michigan official will offer exam opportunity after
the review is completed. If you plan to take an exam, register
at www.michigan.gov/pestexam and be prepared to pay $50

GREAT LAKES HYBRIDS

Generations Ahead

Corn, Alfalfa, Soybean
Agriculture Plastic for Harvest and Storage
Bale Wrap, Bunker Covers, Grain and Silage Bags
We also carry Hay preservative
For more info call John at 906-399-5510 or e-mail at
john.rappette@yahoo.com

Bay De Noc Beef
Producers Association

will be shipping cattle on
Monday, February 22nd.
If interested call or email John

906-399-5510 or e-mail at
john.rappette@yahoo.com

for the private exam and $75 for the commercial exam
(including any number of categories) by check payable to
"State of Michigan". A waiver from the State of Michigan is
offered to honorably discharged veterans seeking private
pesticide applicator certification. You must provide a copy of
your veteran’s federal form DD-214 that indicates honorable
discharge status along with your application.

Lunch will not be provided. A 1/2 hour break is scheduled
between the review and the exams for participants to have
lunch. If taking an exam, bring your own lunch, or plan for a
very quick lunch break.

A $10 fee, payable at the door, is required for the review. If
paying by check, make check out to "Michigan State University
Extension". This fee covers program costs and refreshments.
(Note: This is a separate fee from the State of Michigan exam
fee).

The core manual and other study materials can be purchased
on-line at http://shop.msu.edu/category_s/463.htm or
ordered through your local county MSU Extension office.

For more information, contact Jim Isleib, MSU Extension, at
906-387-2530 or isleibj@anr.msu.edu.

Additional information regarding registration for State of
Michigan pesticide applicator exams and additional training
programs for pesticide applicators is available on the Michigan
Department of Agriculture and Rural Development website at
http://www.michigan.gov/mdard/

i

Field crop producers:
Are you prepored FOI’ 'qu

2016 growing season’?

Register for the Field Crops Webinar Series
held on February 22-March 28



http://www.michigan.gov/pestexam
mailto:isleibj@anr.msu.edu
mailto:john.rappette@yahoo.com

Michigan Poultry Exhibition and Swap Meet Ban Lifted

Reprinted with permission from Michigan Department of Agri-
culture and Rural Development

LANSING — Today, the Michigan Department of Agriculture and
Rural Development lifted the statewide ban on poultry exhibi-
tions. MDARD implemented the ban as a precautionary meas-
ure in June 2015 in response to the Highly Pathogenic Avian
Influenza outbreak happening across the U.S.

MDARD evaluated the disease risk and current national status
and decided it’s appropriate to lift the ban on poultry exhibi-
tions. MDARD continues to monitor the national HPAI situation
and may reinstate the poultry exhibition ban if the disease re-
emerges. Although not limited to the following situations,
these are some specific situations in which MDARD would con-
sider reinstating the ban:

1. 1. Detection of HPAI in a wild bird in the Mississippi flyway.
2. 2. Detection of HPAI in domestic flocks in states surround-

ing Michigan or nearby areas of Canada.

3. 3. Cases of HPAIl in wild or domestic birds in other flyways,

if the cases appear to be spreading.

The ban prevented the commingling of birds from different
locations, including exhibitions, swap meets, petting zoos at
fairs, game bird and waterfowl fair displays, and Miracle of Life
exhibits. MDARD partnered with Michigan State University
Extension 4-H, Michigan Association of Fairs and Exhibitions,
and other partners to inform youth of the announcement and
identify ways to engage Michigan’s youth poultry exhibitors
and allow them to showcase their knowledge and experience.

“l would like to thank MSU Extension and our youth leaders
who created a meaningful educational experience out of an
unfortunate situation,” said Dr. James Averill, MDARD’s State
Veterinarian. “Their partnership was invaluable in protecting
all of Michigan’s poultry flocks statewide from this devastating
disease.”

Concern for the possibility of a return of HPAI in the U.S still
remains. Generally, heightened findings of influenza viruses in
wild birds will begin in winter and go through spring as birds
comingle and migrate south, and cold weather helps keep the
virus alive. The last case of HPAI in domestic birds was docu-
mented in June; however, the domestic population is always at
risk of influenza infection from wild waterfowl which may
spread the virus in their droppings. MDARD continues to en-
courage poultry owners to practice proper biosecurity and
contact their local veterinarian if they have sick birds. Howev-
er, if a flock is experiencing severe illness or multiple death
losses, contact MDARD at 800-292-3939 or for after-hours
emergencies call 517-373-0440.

Submitted by Renee Coyer, D.V.M.,,
Thompson Veterinary Clinic

V.O.I.C.E.:
Veterinarians Organizing Information for
Client Education

Upper Peninsula Research and
Extension Center

The UPREC North Farm welcomes new staff!

In December, Abbey Palmer was hired on as the North
Farm Education Coordinator

"Eating is an agricultural act," says Wendell Berry.
Abbey has been teaching people about the connections
between food, health, and local economies for the past
five years. As education coordinator at the North Farm,
she works with people of all ages who are curious about
where their food comes from and want to learn more
about how it is produced. She is a curator for

the Lexicon of Sustainability and a seed saver in the
Community Seed Resource Program for Seed Savers

the lowa Writers'
Workshop and
started
sharecropping in
order to put down
money on land of
her own. She lives
off the grid in a log
cabin with a wood
cookstove, likes to
read and write, and
loves to eat good
food in good
company.

SAVE THE DATE:
UPREC Consignment Auction
Saturday, May 21st
Stay tuned for details!

MSU Upper Peninsula Research and Extension Center
http://agbioresearch.msu.edu/centers/uprc

Please follow us on Facebook to receive daily updates of

Farm activity — www.facebook.com/MSU.UPREC



http://agbioresearch.msu.edu/centers/uprc
http://www.facebook.com/MSU.UPREC
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Calendar of Events

January 29-30

February 2
February 3
February 3
February 4
February 5-6
February 18

North Michigan Small Farm Conference, Acme, Michigan

Beef cow-calf production meeting, Bay College, Escanaba (6 pm EST)

Beef cow-calf production meeting, Rudyard Township Hall (6 pm EST)

Pesticide applicator training session and exams, Menominee Co. Extension, Stephenson
Beef cow-calf production meeting, Twillies, Bruce Crossing (6 pm EST)

RAIN Agriculture and Food Symposium, Bruce Station Community Hall - Bruce Mines, ON
Young Farmer Meeting, Menominee County

February 23 FSA Programs meeting, Houghton County MSU Extension Office (1-3:00 pm EST)

February 25 FSA Programs meeting, Bergland Township Fire Hall (1-3:00 pm EST)

March 1 FSA Programs meeting, Menominee County MSU Extension Office (1-3:00 pm CST)

March 3 Energy Conservation Program, Stephenson

March 8 Ag For Tomorrow Conference, Bay College, Escanaba

March 14 Beef Cattle Selection Meeting, Rudyard Township Hall (6-8:30 EST)

March 15 Key Success Factors for Dairy Farm Profitability, Rudyard

March 12 Beginning Backyard Beekeeping Workshop, Ewen-Trout School (10 am to 4:30 pm EST)
March 16-17 Great Lakes Hop and Barley Conference, Grand Traverse Resort, Acme, Michigan

March 21 Beef Cattle Selection Meeting, Feedmill Café in Chassell (6-8:30 EST)

March 22 Pesticide applicator training session and exams, Escanaba

March 22 Beef Cattle Selection Meeting, Bay College, Escanaba (6-8:30 EST) A“PP%”.
April 25-28 Bull soundness exams (throughout U.P.) 6\[([ erlineS
May 21 UPREC consignment auction fundraiser 4/‘)“7_




