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	4-H Capitol Experience
"Preparing for active citizenship"

Five Branch County 4-H members were selected to attend the 4-H Capitol Experience, March 9-12 in Lansing. Capitol Experience is an annual conference that focuses on civic engagement and public policy. The Branch County delegation was part of 100 teens from across the state to experience state government in action.
Since 1982, Michigan teens have had the opportunity to learn how they can get involved in influencing policy issues. During the event, participants choose an issue of interest and interact with legislators, state agency staffers, lobbyists and other resource people to learn how policy is made. 
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Branch County’s 2008 4-H Capitol Experience participants, pictured above (left to right) with State Rep. Bruce Caswell, are Kayla Parshall, Damien Davenport, Ashley Hawver, Devin Snyder and Karice Hard. On the right isand Mark Skidmore from State Sen. Cameron Brown’s office.
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Through Capitol Experience Michigan 4-H’ers have the chance to:

· Discover how to be actively involved in influencing policy decisions 

· Understand their responsibilities as citizens 

· Explore aspects of a policy issue that may affect individuals and communities 

· Explore careers in public policy 

· Learn about the policy process at the state level 

· Find out how bills are written 

· Network with teens from across the state 

During Capitol Experience, participants take part in a simulation of the Michigan Legislature, visit a community agency, tour the Supreme Court, visit with a lobbyist, meet their legislators and see the House and the Senate in session.
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	Michigan State University Extension helps people improve their lives through an educational process that applies knowledge to critical issues, needs and opportunities. Offices in counties across the state link the research of the land-grant university, MSU, to challenges facing communities. Citizens serving on county Extension councils regularly help select focus areas for programming.  MSU Extension is funded jointly by county boards of commissioners, the state through Michigan State University and federally through the US Department of Agriculture. 
	


	
	

	
	

	

	MSU is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer. Michigan State University Extension programs and materials are open to all without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, gender identity, religion, age, height, weight, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital status, family status or veteran status. Issued in furtherance of MSU Extension work, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Thomas G. Coon, Extension Director, Michigan State University, E. Lansing, MI 48824


The entire 2008 Michigan 4-H Capitol Experience delegation is shown on the state capitol steps. 
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