	[image: image3.png]Focus Areas for Local Extension Programming





	
	
	

	Delta County
	

	Delta County Extension

2840 College Avenue
Escanaba, MI 49829-9591
	P: 906-786-3032 
F: 906-786-2643
	E-mail: msue.delta@county.msu.edu

http://www.msue.msu.edu/Delta

	
	July 2008

	Community gardens promote nutrition, economical local food consumption
With today’s soaring food and gas prices, the threat of food-borne illnesses appearing almost weekly in the news, and an increasing interest in local foods, more people are growing their own vegetables. 
To address this issue locally, the MSU Extension office coordinates the Escanaba Community Gardens in partnership with the Delta County Airport.

The airport makes land available for individuals to use for vegetable gardens. MSU Extension coordinates the plowing of the field each spring with help from the local draft horse club. Draft horse teamsters bring their horses and plows and spend a morning tilling the community gardens.  
The Delta County Sheriffs Department provides a community work team of county jail inmates, who layout and connect the water pipes and mark off each 30 by 30-foog garden site.  
The pipes are then connected to the city of Escanaba water system meter and water is then made available to each of the garden sites.   


	Forty eight garden sites are created each year and rented to the general public for private use to grow their own vegetables.  The rent is kept as low as possible to allow individuals of all income levels to take advantage of the gardening opportunity.  
MSU Extension believes allowing people access to garden sites encourages good nutrition among residents who often live on low to moderate income levels.  
Vegetables can be expensive and by growing your own, and then freezing or canning them, provides families and individuals fresh vegetables throughout the entire year.  
The Escanaba Community Gardens are open to the public from May 15 through Oct. 15. 

Contact:  Julie Moberg, County Extension Director 
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	Michigan State University Extension helps people improve their lives through an educational process that applies knowledge to critical issues, needs and opportunities. Offices in counties across the state link the research of the land-grant university, MSU, to challenges facing communities. Citizens serving on county Extension councils regularly help select focus areas for programming.  MSU Extension is funded jointly by county boards of commissioners, the state through Michigan State University and federally through the US Department of Agriculture. 
	


	
	

	Learning life skills from Play Dough

What can a room full of kids do with a few cans of Play Dough, some play money, and a few cookie cutters? They can learn the principles of economics by building a Play Dough-based society. 
Fifteen children explored the world of economics at a recent summer day camp sponsored by Delta County 4-H Youth Programs. Delta County was chosen as one of six Michigan counties to pilot the Future 4-H Millionaires’ Club. The others are Antrim, Baraga, Hillsdale, Leelanau and St. Clair.
Through the club, youngsters learn basic financial skills and economics. It is funded by a grant from the Financial Industry Regulatory Authority (FINRA) Investor Education Foundation. 

Through hands–on active learning, participants learned and practiced the basics of economic literacy. As consumers, producers, and voters, we constantly make decisions about the use of our scarce resources. These decisions have a direct influence on us as individuals and as a society. Learning the skills needed to make these decisions early in life can enable individuals to build a solid financial foundation for their futures.
In the Play Dough society each participant had a resource either based in production (play dough), natural resources (land), labor (cookie cutters) or capital resources (play money). 
The youngsters were asked to use their resources to produce goods and services other participants might want or need. As the society evolved, some products became more valuable and participants began developing partnerships and making trades to produce what the society needed.
With a little clay and some play money, in one day these youngsters learned about such concepts as goods and services, capital, wants and needs, scarcity, opportunity costs and market prices. Whether they become real millionaires, industry giants or moms, dads and employees, they have a sound head start. 

Contact:  David Radloff
4-H Youth Development Extension Educator


	Conference helps keep farmers abreast of industry changes
Farmers are facing many challenges and to stay ahead of the game, they need to keep informed about the latest technologies and information. To help U.P. growers do this, the Agriculture for Tomorrow Conference was held in March in Escanaba.  
The largest winter Upper Peninsula agricultural event, the conference offered 20 sessions for interested farmers. Janice Swanson, director of the MSU animal welfare program, was the featured speaker. She talked about “The Future of Farms: Social License or Social Control?” 

Nearly 30 other speakers came from across the U.P. They represented MSU Extension, the Michigan Agricultural Experiment Station, Michigan Farm Bureau and the Michigan departments of natural resources and agriculture.  
Topics included wind energy, reduced tillage, marketing U.P. products, growing wine grapes, farm emergency preparedness, bioenergy, beef and dairy production opportunities, direct marketing rules and regulations, carbon trading, farm animal well-being, building demand for local products, using the Internet, cash crop potential, managing threats from wolves, hoop houses and growing fruit trees. 

More than 120 farmers and agribusiness people from across the U.P. attended. An evaluation of participants showed support and enthusiasm for the event with most rating the conference as very good or excellent. 
As a result of attending the conference, participants noted that they are considering splitting applications of herbicides, investigating wind energy and biomass production, planting more small grains, harvesting more hay, encouraging participation in farm markets and pruning apple trees.
Contact:  Warren Schauer
District Farm Management Extension Educator
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Maintain/improve the sustainability/profitability of agriculture


Promoting healthy lifestyles


Preparing for the expanding bio-economy


Educating and supporting decision-makers


Building leaders of all ages for today and tomorrow


Developing Youth Entrepreneurs
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