
Michigan Agriculture
Environmental Assurance 

Program







Importance Locally



Means of implementing pollution 
prevention practices 
and compliance with environmental 

regulations.

What is MAEAP?

• MAEAP is a
• Voluntary
• Proactive 
• Customized 
• Cost-
effective



• Regulatory 
discretion

• RUP Credits
• Initial 

Assessment, 
Verification, 
and Repeat 
Assessment 
and Re-
verification.



Steps to 
MAEAP 

Verification



Risk Assessment Example



• When ready, farmer contacts MAEAP Technician and MDARD to 
schedule a farm visit for MAEAP Verification.

• Verified farms are required to go through a review by MDARD 
every three years to ensure continued compliance with MAEAP 
standards as well as Right to Farm and State & Federal Laws.

Steps to MAEAP Verification



Grower Efforts

• Soil Testing
• Customized Nutrient Plans

• Covering 212,822 acres

• Equipment Calibration
• Banded Applications
• Variable Rate Technology



Grower Efforts

• Emergency planning
• Plan of action in the event of a spill 
• Protect your local firefighters

• Farmstead Site Reviews
• Identify Potential Risks



Grower Efforts

• Secondary Containment
• All scales



• Farmers who have achieved MAEAP 
verification have worked with a 
technician from their local Conservation 
District to:

• Review all of the management practices of 
their farm.

• Gain improved access to technical 
assistance

• Voluntarily adopt environmentally sound 
management practices.

Verified Farms



Verified Farms



Environmental Outcomes
• Sediment Reduction

• 322,231 tons or 28,642 dump trucks
• Phosphorus Reduction

• 261 tons or 138,056 tons of algae
• Nitrogen Reduction

• 641 tons or 45,515 tons of algae



• Beneficial for farm markets and direct customer 
sales. 

• Displaying the MAEAP logo is a sign of integrity.

• Consumers are seeking healthy and fresh local food.

• Verification in two systems allows for usage of the 
MAEAP logo on farm marketing/promotional 
materials

• Allows consumers to identify good stewards of the 
land.

• Consumer awareness and demand.

• Statewide and national recognition (MAEAP 
educational winery tours).

Marketing Opportunities 
With MAEAP



Community Awareness



AmericanWaste Container 
Recycling

• No fee:  “Farm*A*Syst”

• Take back anytime

• Triple-rinsed, no labels





• FarmAbility Program
• Partnership with GTRLC & MSU
• Simplified PA 116
• 10 year, temporary Conservation Easement
• Modest incentives
• Resources for Estate, Succession, & Business Planning
• Assistance for Food Safety/MAEAP
• 5,000 Acre Goal

Farmability

•Whitewater
•Elk Rapids

•Milton
•Torch Lake



More Info

• www.maeap.org

• www.natureiscalling.org

• Jessica Rasch
231.941.0960 x23
jrasch@gtcd.org     

• Garrett Coggon
231.941.0960 x22
gcoggon@gtcd.org


