The Economic Impact of Bird Damage to

Select Fruit Crops in Michigan

Bird damage to blueberries.

Economic Impact

of Bird Damage

o Study results indicate that
annually, Ml loses an
average of $38 million due
to bird damage to the five
fruit crops in the study,
with a corresponding
employment loss of about
800 jobs.

Managing bird damage
prevents between $53
million and $65 million in

annual losses to grower The average annual economic impact to Michigan from bird damage
revenue in Ml.

to the study crops is $38 million with the loss of 800 jobs.

Bird damage management
also prevents employment
loss across the economy.
In MI, unmanaged bird
damage would cause a
$102 million dollar loss in
output and result in over
2,000 lost jobs.

Average current damage
per acre ranges from $91
in tart cherries to $763 in
Honeycrisp apples. Per
acre management benefits
range from $144 in tart

cherries to $2,162 in Blueberries | Wine Grapes
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Grapes hanging behind bird netting.

Research Background

This study is a multi-state
research project focusing
on the biological, economic,
and consumer impacts of
bird damage to fruit crops.
Taking place in Michigan,
New York, Oregon,
Washington, & Northern
California, the initiative
focuses on blueberries,
cherries, wine grapes, and
Honeycrisp apples. The
objectives are to identify
which birds are fruit pests,
the best methods to
manage bird damage, and
how bird damage
management could
influence marketing.
Detailed economic analysis
reveals the significant
economic impact bird
damage has on fruit farms,
consumers, and the
regional economy.
Research Affiliates:
Michigan State University
Cornell University
Trinity Western University
Washington State University
Oregon State University
USDA/APHIS/WS National
Wildlife Research Center

For more information, visit
birddamagetofruitcrops.info

Bird Damage Management Techniques

and Their Perceived Effectiveness

Growers use a variety of bird management tactics to combat crop loss. The use of a given
management technique is dependent on the crop, region, and depredating species and may
change over time.

Figure |. Effectiveness of bird management techniques as reported by growers in Michigan.
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