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First things first…

• Initial target was food safety digital records.

• As time wore on, the net widened.

• One size does not fit all.

• Findings are not an endorsement or 

condemnation of the product by MSU.

• No guarantees of acceptance by auditors.

• Size matters.



The Ideal Situation
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Grower Considerations

• What records are 

currently kept?

• Is there 

economic/managerial 

benefit?

• Auditor acceptance?



Recordkeeping Software Types 

• Pesticide recordkeeping.

• Food Safety Plan Creator.

• On-Farm Data Integrator.

• Traceability 

• Compliance Monitoring



ApRecs

• Highly modular system.

• Tailored to Spray 
Recommendations.

• Made to work in 
tandem with scouting 
and spray data from 
large custom 
applicators.

• Target: Large Growers 
with many fields 
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On-Farm Food Safety Project

• Highly customizable.

• Tailored to Food Safety 

Manual creation.

• Not a data storage 

application

• Target: Small to mid-

sized growers. 
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Ag Squared

• Fairly customizable.

• Tailored to very general 

agricultural  

recordkeeping. 

• No traceability 

component

• Target: Small to very 

small growers
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Sapphire

• Highly customizable.

• Tailored to organizing 

and recording food 

safety monitoring 

reports.

• No traceability 

component

• Target: Small to large 

growers and packers. 
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T3 Technologies

• Covers traceability from 

receipt to the final 

buyer.

• Highly configurable. 

• Steep learning curve.

• Good tech support.

• Target: Packhouses
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The Skunkworks Option: 
Compliance Monitoring



What You’ll Need

• Food Safety Plan

• Tablet for every 



The Skunkworks Option: 
Traceability 



Overall Lessons Learned

• Buyer beware.

• Food safety recordkeeping software never 

covers ALL the necessary components well.

• Ask for a test drive on the software with a 

farm dataset that is your sized operation.

• Usually, as power and configurability increase, 

ease of use and intuitiveness decrease.
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